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The  Bulletin  celebrates  Israel  @ 60 


By  Barry  Fishman,  editor  emeritus 

Sixty  years  ago,  few  believed  that  the 
newly  minted  State  of  Israel  would  sur- 
vive. Even  the  Haganah  leaders  put  the 
odds  of  Israel’s  survival  at  only  50-50. 
The  armies  of  the  .surrounding  Arab 
countries  greatly  outnumbered  the 
Israeli  forces  and  most  thought  victory 
would  be  theirs  just  by  marching'  into 
Israel. 

And  now,  60  years  later,  Israel  has 
much  to  celebrate.  We,  in  the  Ottawa 
Jewish  community,  will  be  part  of  the 
worldwide  Yom  Ha'Atzmaut  celebra- 
tions, with  our  own  60th  Yom  Ha'Atz- 
maut party  on  Thursday,  May  8,  at  the 
Civic  Centre. 

To  mark  this  milestone  anniversary, 
the  Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  has  prepared 
a special  Israel  @ 60  supplement  that  is 
included  with  this  newspaper.  In  it,  you 
will  meet  local  people  who  fought  in 
Israel’s  War  of  Independence  in  1948 
and  we  explore  the  special  relationship 
the  Ottawa  Jewish  community  has  with 
Israel.  You’ll  meet  the  daughter  of  the 
first  Israeli  ambassador  to  Canada  and 
the  current  ambassador.  We’ll  tell  you 
how  local  business  people  are  develop- 


ing links  to  Israel  and  explain  how  your 
donations  are  helping  those  in  northern 
Israel  recover  from  the  Second  Lebanon 
War. 

Truly,  there  is  much  to  celebrate. 
Israel  is  a high-tech  leader  with  a well- 
educated  work  force,  is  militarily 
strong,  and  perhaps  most  importantly,  is 
the  homeland  to  Jews  of  all  colours 
from  all  over  the  world. 

Like  all  democracies,  Israel  has 
problems  and  in  our  special  supple- 
ment, we  discuss  some  of  them  and 
some  of  the  solutions  being  offered.  We 
take  the  temperature  of  the  country  and 
report  on  what  Israelis  are  thinking  and 
feeling  as  they  celebrate  the  country's 
60th  anniversary.  In  Our  Vision  at  60 
features,  some  of  Israel’s  best  thinkers 
offer  their  takes  on  what  the  country 
' needs  to  keep  moving  forward;  all  that, 
plus  much  more. 

We  hope  you  enjoy  our  special  Israel 
@ 60  supplement  and  will  join  us  in 
wishing  Israel  a Happy  60th  anniver- 
sary. And  don’t  forget  to  join  the  Yom 
Ha’Atzmaut  celebration  on  May  8, 
beginning  at  5:00  pm,  at  the  Civic 
Centre. 


This  motorcyclist  on  a Jerusalem  street  was  spotted  during  an  Ottawa  community  mission 
to  Israel.  (Photo:  Allan  Taylor) 


Israel’s  urban  kibbutz  movement  lands  in  North  America 


By  Sue  Fishkoff 
NEW  YORK  (JTA)  - It’s  not 
easy  for  a commune  to  adopt  a dog. 

That’s  what  six  members  of  a 
new  urban  kibbutz  in  Brooklyn 
learned  at  the  animal  shelter. 

“They  said  we  don’t  adopt  out 
dogs  to  people  in  dorms,”  recalls 
Jamie  Beran,  26,  a founding  mem- 
ber of  North  America’s  first  kvutza, 
or  collective,  affiliated  with  the 
Zionist  youth  movement  Habonim- 
Dror. 


Beran  and  five  friends,  all 
young  Habonim  graduates,  since 
last  July  have  shared  chores,  a bank 
account  and  a five-bedroom  duplex 
in  the  Kensington  section  of 
Brooklyn. 

“We  told  them,  have  you  ever 
heard  of  a kibbutz  in  Israel?  We’re 
something  like  that,”  Beran 
recounts. 

“We’re  not  a category  that 
exists,”  she  acknowledges.  "We’re 
in  our  20s,  we  all  have  full-time 


jobs  and  yes,  we  live  together." 

But,  she  asks  rhetorically, 
“what’s  a kibbutz  without  a dog?” 
Beran ’s  collective,  along  with 
two  similar  kvutzot  established  last 
October  and  affiliated  with  the 
socialist  Zionist  youth  movement 
Hashomer  Hatzair,  are  the  first 
North  American  imports  of  Israel’s 
urban  kibbutz  movement. 

The  idea  dates  back  to  the  mid- 
1980s,  when  Israel’s  traditional 
kibbutzim  began  to  lose  .steam. 


plagued  by  financial  troubles  and 
loss  of  morale.  Some  idealistic 
younger  members  left  the  land  and 
moved  into  Israel’s  inner  cities  and 
development  towns. 

Instead  of  plowing  fields  and 
milking  cows,  they  worked  as 
teachers,  activists  and  social  work- 
ers, living  communally  as  they 
tried  to  better  the  lives  of  those 
around  them. 

Today,  there  are  eight  to  10 
urban  kibbutzim  throughout  Israel, 


along  with  an  unknown  number  of 
smaller  k\’utzot  set  up  along  the 
lines  of  the  three  in  North  America, 
says  Avigail  Shaham,  the  24-year- 
old  rnaskira,  or  secretary,  of 
Hashomer  Hatzair  in  Israel. 

Shaham  estimates  that  2,000  to 
3,000  young  Israelis  aged  19  to  35 
live  in  these  small-scale  urban  col- 
lectives. 

It’s  a growing  trend  that  has 
helped  revitalize  Israel’s  Zionist 
(Continued  on  page  2 ) 
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Tikkun  olam  and  tikkun  adam 


Members  of  Kvutza  Orev  set  up  their  collective  house  in 
Brooklyn  last  spring.  (Photo:  Lior  Leviathon) 


(Continued  from  page  1 ) 
youth  movements,  says  Sha- 
ham,  who  lives  with  1 1 
friends  in  a Haifa  kvutza  they 
established  after  their  mili- 
tary service.  Most  of  the 
groups  are  affiliated  either 
with  Hashomer  Hatzair  or 
Noar  Oved  v’Lomed,  the 
Israeli  equivalent  of  Habon- 
im-Dror. 

“It's  an  alternative  to  the 
original  kibbutz,  an  attempt 
to  create  a new  version  that  is 
sustainable”  she  says.  “We 
are  still  young,  so  we’re 


building  it  as  we  go  along.” 

The  founders  of  the  three 
North  American  kvutzot  - 
•Orev  in  Crown  Heights, 
Brooklyn,  and  Piratz  in 
Toronto  were  the  ones  estab- 
lished in  October  - took  their 
cue  from  Israel.  Orev  coa- 
lesced two  years  ago  on 
Hashomer  Hatzair’s  Shnat 
program  in  Israel  when  six 
young  movement  graduates 
lived  together  on  a kibbutz 
and  taught  in  a nearby  devel- 
opment town. 

“We  found  that  the  kib- 


butz as  it  exists  today  in 
Israel  is  not  something  we're 
looking  for,”  says  Tal  Beery, 
23.  “We’re  looking  for  some- 
thing fresher,  more  relevant 
to  addressing  today’s  chal- 
lenges.” 

Setting  up  these  collec- 
tives in  North  America  repre- 
sents an  overhaul  of  the  Zion- 
ist youth  movement  ideal. 
Whereas  in  the  past  these 
movements  functioned  more 
or  less  like  farm  teams, 
preparing  young  American 
Jews  to  settle  in  Israel,  aliyah 


is  no  longer  the  goal. 

“Judaism  has  always  been 
a global  reality,”  says  Jane 
Manwelyan,  25.  of  Orev. 
“Zionism  is  the  collective 
potential  of  the  Jewish  peo- 
ple. Israel  is  just  one  of  the 
physical  representations  of 
that,  certainly  not  the  only 
one.” 

Rather  than  a physical 
destination,  Israel  “is  central 
to  our  idea  of  Jewish  people- 
hood,”  says  Gil  Browdy,  25, 
of  the  Habonim  kvutza. 

He  notes  that  the  Israeli 
kibbutz  movement  still  isn’t 
sure  what  to  make  of  the 
North  American’ upstarts. 

But  these  young  urban 
pioneers  wanted  to  stay  at 
home,  to  help  revitalize  Jew- 
ish life  in  the  Diaspora, 
become  involved  in  commu- 
nity-based activism  and  build 
good  lives  for  themselves 
based  on  the  values  with 
which  they  grew  up.  even 
after  they  age  out  of  their 
youth  movements. 

“We’re  not  trying  to  create 
some  sort  of  alternative  to 
aliyah,”  Browdy  says.  “We’re 
saying  that  no  matter  where 
we  are,  we  have  these  values 
as  people  and  as  a movement. 
This  is  meant  to  be  an  exam- 
ple of  people  living  out  their 
values  and  creating  positive 
change.” 

Several  members  of  each 
kvutza  work  at  movement 
headquarters  as  national 
leaders,  and  they  also  run 
educational  and  social  wel- 
fare-oriented non-profits. 

Orev,  for  example,  runs 
Without  Walls,  an  educational 
outreach  initiative  that  takes 
its  youth  movement  ideals 
about  community  service  and 
collective  responsibility  into 
synagogues  and  schools  - 
Jewish  and  non-Jewish. 

“Our  Judaism  is  our 
responsibility  to  our  commu- 
nity and  the  world,” 

Beery  says.  “That’s  tikkun 
olam.  We  mix  it  very  strong- 
ly with  tikkun  adam','  or  the 
imperative  to  repair  people. 
“Collaborative  youth-led 
community  action  ought  to 
be  a cornerstone  of  Jewish 
education.” 

Piratz  members  received  a 
grant  to  implement  green 
energy  projects  on  Ontario 
school  rooftops.  They  also 
created  Project  Equity,  an 
overseas  work-study  program 


in  the  Middle  East  and 
Africa. 

Also  distinguishing  these 
new  urban  collectives  from 
the  original  kibbutz  system  is 
the  lack  of  financial  co- 
ercion. While  each  kvutza 
maintains  a joint  chequing 
account  for  group  expenses, 
such  as  rent,  bills  and  food, 
most  members  also  have  per- 
sonal accounts. 

“You  have  to  want  to  do 
this,”  says  Daniel  Roth  of 
Orev.  “We  see  from  1 00  years 
ago  that  it’s  not  sustainable  to 
force  people  to  share.” 

But,  although  it’s  the  idea 
of  sharing  money  that  startles 
most  outsiders,  members  of 
these  collectives  say  that’s 
no  sweat.  At  their  age,  it  not 
only  fits  their  ideology,  it 
gives  them  more  disposable 
income. 

“The  hard  part  is  really 
trusting  each  other,”  says 
Orev’s  Yotam  Marom.  “The 
economic  side  of  socialism  is 
only  a tool  for  living  together 
as  a healthy  community.” 

Trying  to  create  more  inti- 
mate relationships  is  tied  to 
how  they  approach  Jewish 
values.  The  kvutzot  try  to 
have  Shabbat  meals  together 
and  maintain  kosher-style 
vegetarian  households,  but 
community  activism  is  as 
much  a part  of  their  Judaism 
as  ritual  behaviours. 

“In  our  generation,  people 
are  looking  for  something 
deeper  in  their  Judaism,” 
Beery  says.  “You  see  a lot  of 
people  connecting  spiritually, 
non-denominationally,  con- 
necting with  the  green  move- 


ment, a new  relationship  with 
the  earth.  It's  the  whole  ‘yes 
we  can’  Obama  thing. 

"We  come  from  the  best 
universities  in  the  U.S.  and 
Canada,  we’ve  thought  very 
deeply  about  our  commit- 
ment to  our  religion,  our 
society,  our  friends,”  he  adds. 
“We’ve  made  the  decision  to 
devote  ourselves  to  our  com- 
munity ahead  of  ourselves. 
That’s  the  most  revolutionary 
thing  we  could  do.” 

The  groups  don’t  know 
how  long  their  collective 
arrangements  will  last.  The 
four  members  of  Piratz  are 
still  in  university  and,  in 
August,  the  four  members  of 
the  Habonim  kvutza  who 
work  for  the  movement  will 
finish  their  two-year  commit- 
ment and  don’t  know  how  the 
job  change  will  impact  their 
lives. 

Whatever  happens,  they 
say  they’ll  talk  about  it  as  a 
group. 

“We’re  fully  committed  to 
the  present,"  Browdy  says. 
“We  don’t  have  a five-year 
plan.” 

For  now,  life  is  good, 
they’re  accomplishing  their 
goals  and  their  parents  are 
proud. 

"Most  parents  are  just 
happy  if  their  kids  are  doing 
well  in  school,”  says  Daniel 
Berkal.  19,  of  Piratz.  "To  see 
us  pay  rent  from  our  grant 
money,  doing  the  work  we  do 
in  society  and  making  Shab- 
bat together,  they’re  really 
supportive.  They  don’t  quite 
understand  it  all,  but  that’s 
OK.” 


Notice  of 
Annual 


Meeting 


JEWISH 
FEDERATION 
OF  OTTAWA 


The  Jewish  Federation  of  Ottawa 
will  hold 

its  74th  Annual  General  Meeting 
on  Wednesday,  June  11,  2008  at  7:00  pm 
in  the  Social  Hall 

of  the  Joseph  and  Rose  Ages  Family  Building. 

The  entire  Jewish  community  of  Ottawa  is  invited  to  attend. 


Section  17.  IB  of  the  by-laws  states  that 
“At  least  thirty  (30)  days  before  the  annual 
general  meeting,  the  board  of  directors 
shall  send  the  Nominating  Committee 
report  to  each  Full  Member  and  invite  each 
Full  Member  to  provide  the  President  and 
Chief  Executive  Officer,  at  least  fourteen 
( 1 4)  days  before  the  annual  meeting,  the 
name  of  any  additional  candidate  which 
he/she  wishes  to  nominate,  together  with  a 
letter  of  support  from  five  (5)  other  Full 
Members  of  the  Corporation  and  a state- 
ment by  the  candidate  of  interest  and  qual- 
ifications.” 

The  following  individuals  were  elected 
to  serve  a term  of  two  (2)  years  as  members 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Jewish  Fed- 
eration of  Ottawa  in  June  2007: 

Jonathan  Freedman  Chair 

Donna  Dolansky  Vice-Chair 

Kathy  Kovacs 
Robert  Greenberg 

In,  addition,  the  following  individuals 
were  appointed  by  the  Chair  to  serve  as 
members  at  large  to  June  2009: 

Debbie  Weiss 
Solly  Patrontasch 

The  Board  of  Directors  proposes  the  fol- 
lowing individuals  be  elected  as  directors  of 


the  Corporation  for  a term  of  two  (2)  years 
ending  in  June  2010: 

Allan  Moscovitch 
Jeff  Polowin 
Ian  Sherman 

It  is  further  recommended  that  the  num- 
ber of  Elected  Directors  be  increased  to  8. 

In  accordance  with  Section  6 of  Bylaw  1 
of  the  Jewish  Federation  of  Ottawa,  “the 
board  of  directors  may  by  Resolution,  and 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Full  Members 
increase  or  decrease  the  number  of  Elected 
Directors  on  the  board,  provided  that  there 
shall  always  be  a minimum  of  seven  (7) 
Elected  Directors.” 

The  ex-officio  members  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  are: 

Ron  Prehogan  Immediate  Past  Chair 
Neil  Zaret  Chair  of  Jewish 

Community  Campus 
Mitchell  Bellman  President  and  CEO 

The  Full  Members  of  the  Jewish  Federa- 
tion of  Ottawa  include  one  representative  of 
each  funded  agency;  each  of  the  Pulpit  Rab- 
bis; a representative  of  each  community 
synagogue;  a representative  of  every  local 
Jewish  community  organization  that  is  not  a 
funded  agency;  and  the  Chair  of  the  Ottawa 
Jewish  Community  Foundation. 


Please  address  any  questions  to  Mitchell  Bellman 
at  613-798-4696,  ext  224  or  at  mbellman@jewishcottawa.com 
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W ALPORT  HI3IM 

PROUD.  STRONG.  TOGETHER. 

SUNDAY,  JUNE  1,  2008  • 9:30  AM 
Rain  or  Shine! 


VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED 

For  more  information  please  contact 
Sharon  Diamond  at  613-798-9818 
ext.  225  or  sdiamond@jccottawa.com 


WALKATHON  PHOTO  CONTEST 

Put  your  photography  skills  to  the  test! 
Register  as  one  of  Walkathon's  "official" 
photographers,  and  be  entered  to  win  a 
Canon  A450  camera,  courtesy  of  Henry’s. 


PRE  REGISTER  BY  MAY  16 

and  receive  2 extra  raffle  tickets  to  win 
a NINTENDO  Wii  AND  OTHER 
GREAT  PRIZES!!! 


* ; 


KOVOD  AND  CHAI  WALKERS! 

Registration  and  donations  available  online  at 

www.jewishottawa.com  or  www.jccottawa.com 


A community-wide  event  in  support  of  our  agencies  and  organizations. 

REGISTRATION  INFORMATION  AVAILABLE  AT  THE  SOLOWAY  JCC. 

For  more  information  please  contact  Sharon  Diamond  at  613-798-9818  ext.225  or  sdiamond@jccottawa.com 

www.jewishottawa.com  / www.jccottawa.com 


PRESENTED  BY  THE  JEWISH  FEDERATION  OF  OTTAWA  AND  THE  SOLOWAY  JEWISH  COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
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Temple  Israel  students  learn  about  Tikkun  01am  in  Israel 


Temple  Israel  Grade  10  students  in  Jerusalem  (front  row  from  left  to  right):  teacher 
Annette  Paquin,  Lauren  Weiss,  Kayla  Eisenstat;  (back  row)  Jonathan  Farrow,  Hart 
Wener,  Dvorah  Silverman,  Rabbi  Steven  Garten. 


By  Annette  Paquin 
Temple  Israel 
Religious  School 
With  a double  focus  on 
Partnership  2000  and  Tikkun 
Olam,  Temple  Israel  Grade 
10  students  spent  March 
break  in  Israel  on  a different 
kind  of  Israel  experience. 

In  Israel,  they  shared  their 
experiences  with  the  Israeli 
partners  they  hosted  in 
Ottawa  last  October  and  the 
two  groups  shared  many 
learning  opportunities  in- 
cluding participating  in 
Tikkun  Olam  projects. 

For  several  months  before 
the  trip.  Temple  members 
generously  donated  thou- 
sands of  dollars  worth  of  new 
clothing  for  babies  and  chil- 
dren, blankets  and  bedding. 
Each  of  the  students  and 


teachers  travelling  to  Israel 
brought  a hockey  duffel  bag 
filled  with  items  for  those  in 
need  in  our  Partnership  2000 
area,  the  Galilee  Panhandle, 
as  well  as  for  needy  families 
in  Tsfat.  A full  bag  of  new 
teen  clothing  also  went  to  the 
Crossroads  Center  for  teens 
in  distress  in  Jerusalem. 

For  the  past  two  years, 
Temple  Israel  has  run  a 
Tzedakah  to  Israel  project 
where  needs  are  identified  by 
trusted  volunteers  in  Israel, 
requests  are  made  and  items 
collected  and  delivered  in 
Israel  by  community  mem- 
bers. Many  of  the  families 
being  assisted  face  issues  of 
poverty,  with  their  quality-of- 
life  also  often  challenged  by 
health  issues. 

The  Temple  Israel  stu- 
dents delivered  the  bags  and 
met  with  their  volunteer  con- 
tact in  Israel.  Several  days 
later,  they  met  with  one  of 
the  social  workers  who 
helped  with  distributing  the 
goods.  He  brought  thank  you 
notes  from  some  of  the 
recipients  and  told  the  stu- 
dents of  the  difference  their 


donations  have  made  to 
peoples’  lives. 

Another  project  undertak- 
en by  the  students  was  an 
afternoon  picking  oranges 
for  Table  to  Table'.  The  fruit 
was  distributed  to  food  banks 
and  soup  kitchens  around 
Israel.  The  students  found 
this  experience  to  be  tremen- 


dously rewarding  and  fun. 

A very  powerful  event 
during  the  trip  was  the 
evening  spent  with  the  ‘girl- 
friends.’ These  girls  were 
members  of  the  Amuta  for 
Emotional  Support  of  Girl- 
friends (Fiancees)  of  Fallen 
Soldiers  of  the  Israel  Defense 
Forces.  For  these  girls,  telling 


their  stories  and  having  an 
audience  to  hear  them  is  ther- 
apeutic. One  of  the  girls  had 
never  told  her  story.  After 
speaking  to  the  students,  she 
indicated  she  was  now  to 
start  the  therapy  program  she 
so  desperately  needed.  Al- 
though the  stories  were  trag- 
ic, these  girls  spoke  to  the 


group  about  the  importance 
of  living  a life  of  meaning,  of 
giving  of  themselves  and 
contributing  to  society. 

On  Shabbat,  the  students 
were  invited  to  the  home  of 
Sarah  Aynor,  wife  of  a for- 
mer Israeli  ambassador  to 
Ethiopia.  Aynor  runs  a non- 
profit group  that  provides 
scholarships  to  Ethiopian 
Jews  pursuing  higher  educa- 
tion. One  of  the  previous 
scholarship  recipients  joined 
the  group  along  with  her 
teenage  son. 

The  students  learned 
about  the  challenges  faced  by 
the  Ethiopian  community  in 
integrating  into  Israeli  soci- 
ety and  about  some  of  the 
features  that  make  the 
Ethiopian  community  so 
unique.  When  the  very 
touchy  issue  of  racism  was 
addressed,  the  information 
was  new  to -both  the  Canadi- 
an and  Israeli  students. 

When  asked  about  their 
experiences  in  Israel,  the  stu- 
dents said  their  wish  was  that 
every  class  could  participate 
in  these  programs  and  experi- 
ence what  they  had. 


CAREER  OPPORTUNITY 

Executive  Director, 

Hillel  Jewish  Campus  Life,  Ottawa 

You  are  an  aspiring  or  experienced  Jewish  leader  with  a great  interest  in  student  advo-  |p 
cacy,  social  action,  engagement  with  Jewish  traditions,  and  sustaining  a vibrant  Jewish  M 
community  on  campus.  Your  strong  organizational  and  communication  skills  allow  you  ® 
to  implement  Hillel’s  mission  to  uphold  a meaningful  and  pluralistic  Jewish  campus  & 
life.  A motivated  self-starter,  you  have  a proven  track  record  in  volunteer  and  leader- 
| ship  development,  informal  Jewish  and  Zionist  education  and  Israel  advocacy,  and  have  || 
a strong  knowledge  of  the  issues  facing  Canadian  Jewish  university  students. 

You  work  well  with  a range  of  stakeholders.  In  this  position  you  work  closely  with  the  | 
Campus  Advisory  Board,  students,  lay  leaders,  the  administration  and  staff  at  post-sec-  | 
f ondary  institutions,  and  the  local  Jewish  community.  You  promote  Hillel  as  a body  that  | 
||  is  distinctively  Jewish  and  universally  human  through  setting  strategic  vision,  leader-  §s 
n : ship,  and  managerial  oversight  for  the  Ottawa  Hillel  activities  that  are  the  focal  point  1 
Ljj  for  Jewish  student  life  on  campus.  Specifically,  you  bring  an  energy  and  commitment  | 
to  programming,  Jewish  learning  opportunities,  fiscal  responsibility,  organizing  facili- 
Sj  ties  for  programs,  and  direction  of  volunteers,  staff  and  administrators. 

n An  advanced  degree  and  demonstrated  community  leadership  are  desirable.  Salary  I 
|[jj  commensurate  with  experience.  A job  description  is  posted  on  the  Jewish  Federation  of  § 
® Ottawa  website  www.jewishottawa.com:  (see  “About  Us”  then  “Careers”). 

H Candidates  should  submit  by  Thursday,  May  22, 2008  a brief  statement  outlining  your  | 
I interests,  and  the  skills,  knowledge  and  experience  which  you  bring  to  this  position.  I 
» The  Federation  thanks  all  who  express  interest  in  this  position  and  advises  that  only  I 
■ those  selected  for  interviews  will  be  contacted.  For  more  information  or  to  apply  please  | 
g contact  Audrey  Kaplan  akaplan@jewishottawa.com  or  tel  613-798-4696  ext  297. 


Live  Generously.® 

IT  DOES  A WORLD  OF  GOOD 


cohen  & lord 

insurance  brokers  ltd. 


We  are  moving 

Effective  June  2,  2008 

our  new  office  location  will  be 

1550  Carling  Ave. 

Suite  204 

Ottawa,  ON  K1Z  8S8 

All  other  contact  information  such  as  our  phone  numbers, 
fax  number  and  e-mail  will  remain  the  same. 


Horace  Cohen  Irvin  Hoffman  Andy  Swant 
Mitch  Miller 


Tel:  613.238.4444 


Fax:  613.238.8764 
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swimming  lessons  given 


Our  warm  and  welcoming  salt  water  indoor  pool  has  hosted  thousands  of  swimmers  over  the  years,  from  babies 
splashing  around  in  their  parents'  arms  to  seniors  taking  part  in  aquafit  classes  and  everything  in  between.  The 
Levitank  indoor  pool  at  the  Soloway  JCC  is  a place  where  people  come  to  play,  compete,  learn  to  swim  and  learn 
how  to  save  lives. 


HELP  ENSURE  THAT  WE  CAN  CONTINUE  PROVIDING  POSITIVE 
AQUATIC  EXPERIENCES  FOR  THE  NEXT  10  YEARS. 


BECOME  A MEMBER  TODAY! 

JOIN  NOW  AS  A CHAI  MEMBER  FOR  A YEAR,  SAVE  THE  GST 
AND  BRING  YOUR  FRIEND  FOR  FREE  FOR  THREE  MONTHS. 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT  BRENDA  SCHAFER 
AT  613.798.9818  EXT.  265 
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How  the  Federation  allocates  program  funding 


Editor's  note:  Federation  Chair  Jonathan 
Freedman  has  arranged  to  share  his  column, 
on  occasion,  with  the  chairs  or  presidents  of 
the  community  ’s  major  beneficiaty  agencies 
or  committees  so  they  can  provide  some 
insight  into  their  operations. 

Several  years  ago,  the  Jewish  Federation 
of  Ottawa  changed  the  way  it  makes  deci- 
sions on  how  to  spend  the  funds  generously 
donated  by  the  Jewish  community.  One  of 
the  first  changes  we  implemented  was  to 
establish  several  funding  envelopes.  We  now 
have  funding  envelopes  for  programs  for 
Assisting  the  Vulnerable  members  of  our 
community,  for  Strengthening  Community , 
for  Outreach  to  youth  and  new  members, 
and  for  Support  to  Schools  ( Day  and  Sup- 
piemen  taiy). 

In  addition,  we  introduced  an  envelope 
for  Innovations  and  Special  Projects  to 
encourage  new  programs  and  new  organiza- 
tions to  apply  for  one  year  of  funding,  and 
an  organizational  Excellence  in  Service 
Award  to  recognize  the  contribution  of  an 
organization  to  Jewish  communal  life. 

The  annual  Federation  budget  includes 
funds  set  aside  for  each  of  these  six 


envelopes.  The  Federation  also  sets  aside 
funds  for  its  own  operations,  for  the  support 
of  national  Jewish  organizations  and  for  the 
support  of  projects  in  Israel. 

For  the  past  four  years,  the  Federation 
has  required  each  organization  seeking  fund- 
ing to  prepare  an  application  outlining  what 
they  propose  to  do  with  the  funds.  A sepa- 
rate application  is  required  for  each  program 
the  organization  proposes  to  operate.  Orga- 
nizations proposing  multiple  programs  are 
required  to  submit  multiple  applications. 

Programs  can’t  operate  without  staffing, 
materials  and  supplies,  and  a location. 
Buildings  have  to  be  rented,  heated  and 
lighted.  In. each  application,  organizations 
are  entitled  to  include  a reasonable  contribu- 
tion towards  their  core  administrative  and 


building  costs.  This  approach  to  decision 
making  is  known  as  program  funding. 

How  does  the  process  work? 

In  the  fall,  the  Federation  sends  out  let- 
ters to  Jewish  community  organizations 
announcing  a new  round  of  funding  and 
inviting  applications  by  a deadline  date, 
generally  at  the  end  of  November.  The  Fed- 
eration’s planning  staff  is  available  to  assist 
applicants  in  completing  their  applications. 

After  the  deadline,  the  staff  prepares  1 1 
books  of  applications*  one  for  each  member 
of  the  Planning  and  Allocations  Committee. 
There  are  usually  between  45  and  60  appli- 
cations for  funding  from  15  to  25  organiza- 
tions. These  are  applications  for  funds  avail- 
able in  the  five  non-education  envelopes. 
Planning  and  Allocations  Committee  mem- 
bers, all  of  whom  are  volunteers,  read  the 
applications  and  meet  with  representatives 
of  each  of  the  organizations  submitting 
applications  before  making  recommenda- 
tions to  the  Board  of  the  Federation.  Using 
funding  formulas,  the  Committee  also  pre- 
pares recommendations  for  funding  of  day 
and  supplementary  schools. 

Members  of  the  Committee  put  in  many 


hours  reading  documentation,  meeting  with 
members  of  the  community  and  meeting  in 
Committee  to  put  together  its  recommenda- 
tions to  the  Board.  I can’t  say  enough  about 
their  capacity  for  hard  work,  their  willing- 
ness to  give  of  themselves,  and  the  wisdom 
they  contribute  to  this  process. 

It  is  a fair  and  transparent  decision-  ' 
making  process,  which  is  better  for  the 
community  because  it  permits  us  to  better 
use  the  funds  members  of  the  community 
contribute,  and  which  permits  us  to  better 
direct  funds  where  they  are  needed  in  the 
community  according  to  the  priorities  set  by 
the  Federation. 

Our  challenge  in  future  is  to  work  with 
our  community  organizations  to  ensure  that 
we  have  access  to  the  information  we  need, 
as  a community,  to  better  evaluate  how  our 
dollars  are  being  spent.  We  have  a lot  to  be 
proud  of  in  how  we  make  decisions,  and  in 
how  we  use  campaign  funds  to  deliver  pro- 
grams and  services.  But  there  is  still  room 
for  more  improvement.  We  hope  to  use  . 
more  evaluative  information  to  improve  the 
decision-making  process  and  the  programs 
on  which  we  spend  our  community  dollars. 


Reflections 

On  the  day  of  my  Bar  Mitzvah,  the  State 
of  Israel  and  I entered  into  a relationship  that 
has  endured  and  grown  for  almost  47  years. 

The  State  of  Israel  and  I were  bom  in  the 
same  year,  1948.  On  the  occasion  of  my  Bar 
Mitzvah,  the  State  of  Israel  sent  me  a certifi- 
cate acknowledging  our  shared  birth  year.  I 
have  to  admit  that  the  certificate,  while  nice, 
did  not  take  centre  stage  on  that  Shabbat 
morning.  I was  more  concerned  with  my 
Haftorah  chanting  and  the  fate  of  the  San 
Francisco  Giants  baseball  team.  It  would  be 
another  six  years  before  Israel  would  return 
to  my  consciousness,  and  then  it  would  never 
leave. 

As  with  many  of  my  generation,  the  Six- 
Day  War  changed  my  relationship  to  the 
state.  We  watched  with  fascination  and  great 
pride  as  Abba  Eban  spoke  to  the  United 
Nations  Security  Council.  We  shook  our 
heads  at  the  cowardice  manifest  by  the 
world’s  greatest  powers  and  wondered  if  they 
would  again  let  Jews  be  slaughtered  without 
lifting  a hand. 

Then,  for  the  first  time  in  my  memory, 

Jews  did  something  unheard  of  and  took  mat- 
ters into  their  own  hands.  They  did  not  wait 
for  the  United  States  or  England  or  France  to 
dictate  the  terms  of  their  survival.  They 
attacked  the  aggressors  and  preserved  the 
state. 

At  19. 1 was  worried  about  university, 
baseball  and  dating,  not  the  survival  of  the 
Jewish  people.  But  those  six  days  changed 
my  priorities.  1 still  wanted  to  finish  universi- 
ty, I still  wanted  to  play  ball  and  I still  cared 
about  having  a date  for  the  fraternity  dance. 
But  now  1 wanted  to  know  more  about  Israel. 
Now  I wanted  to  visit  Israel.  Now  I began  to 
realize  that  my  life  and  the  life  of  the  Jewish 


on  an  enduring  relationship  with  Israel 


From  the 
pulpit 


state  were  intertwined  beyond  that  certificate 
buried  in  a bedroom  dresser. 

Over  the  next  four  decades,  I would  visit 
and  study  and  live  in  Israel.  I would  dig  in 
the  dirt  upon  which  my  ancestors  walked.  I 
would  study  the  texts  that  showed  me  that 
this  land  was  not  the  creation  of  an  interna- 
tional body,  but  the  creation  of  my  people 
and  my  God.  I would  chat  with  the  myriad 
immigrants  who  endured  unspeakable  hard- 
ships to  plant  new  roots  in  old  soil.  I would 
feel  a pride  in  my  people  and  its  achieve- 
ments. 

At  the  same  time,  I would  begin  to  feel 
the  complexities  of  the  issues  surrounding  its 
survival.  I would  meet  and  greet  those  who 
fought  in  her  wars.  I would  meet  and  greet 
those  whose  children  died  in  her  wars.  I 
would  drink  tea  with  those  whose  lives  were 
forever  changed  by  debilitating  wounds  suf- 
fered in  defence  of  the  state.  I would  drink 
with  men  and  woman  who  declined  to  serve 
in  the  IDF,  which  they  now  perceived  to  be 
an  army  of  occupation.  I would  share  meals 
with  individuals  whose  lives  as  Israeli  Arabs 
or  as  Palestinians  were  not  filled  with  cele- 
bration and  joy.  These  individuals  would 
remind  me  in  graphic  detail  that  the  creation 
of  a state  always  has  unintended  conse- 
quences. I have  been  in  Jerusalem  when 
bombs  exploded  and  mothers,  fathers  and 


children  died  at  the  hands  of  terrorists. 

Israel  celebrates  its  60th  birthday  this 
week.  As  with  all  birthdays,  it  is  a time  to 
take  stock  of  the  past  and  look  to  the  future. 
However,  unlike  an  individual  turning  60, 
this  is  not  the  beginning  of  the  last  third  of 
life.  It  is,  in  terms  of  nation  building,  still  the 
child  rearing  years  in  which  the  future  is 
ahead  of  it  not  behind. 

The  State  of  Israel  has  achieved  more  than 
any  60-year-old  has  the  right  to  expect.  There 
is  so  much  to  celebrate.  Yet,  today,  there  will 
be  no  wars  that  will  create  the  unbridled  cel- 
ebrations as  the  War  of  Independence  or  the 
Six-Day  War.  There  will  be  no  battles  that 
will  create  unabashed  supporters  and  lovers 
of  Zion.  Wars  are  no  longer  battles  between 


white-hatted  and  black-hatted  combatants. 

The  new  generation  of  Zionists  will  find 
their  love  of  Israel  in  the  small  acts  of 
humanity  that  manifest  the  values  upon 
which  the  state  was  founded.  So  let  us  cele- 
brate 60  years  of  statehood  with  joy  and 
enthusiasm.  Let  us  sing  and  dance  in  joy,  for 
we  have  survived  and  prospered.  Yet  let  us 
remember  few  are  remembered  for  their 
achievements  at  the  age  of  13.  They  are 
remembered  and  celebrated  by  what  they 
accomplish  and  achieve  as  adults.  Let  us  all 
pray  that,  on  Israel’s  120th  birthday,  our  cele- 
brations are  no  longer  focused  on  the  miracle 
of  Israel’s  birth,  but  on  its  accomplishments 
in  the  name  of  our  people  and  its  commit- 
ment to  the  eternal  covenant  with  our  creator. 
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An  inspiring  message 


Last  issue  in  this  space,  I wrote  about 
the  long,  sometimes  bitter,  rivalry,  and  part- 
nership, between  Yitzhak  Rabin  and  Shimon 
Peres  that  lasted  for  much  of  the  State  of 
Israel’s  history.  They  both  worked  hard  to 
achieve  a lasting  peace  for  Israel  and  the 
Palestinians  and  their  efforts  led  to  a shared 
Nobel  Peace  Prize.  As  I wrote  last  issue, 
Peres  too,  was  figuratively  shattered  when 
Rabin  was  assassinated  by  a Jewish  Israeli 
extremist. 

I’m  referring  back  to  that  previous  col- 
umn, in  this  Israel  @ 60  edition  of  the 
Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin,  becaufe  I’ve  just 
seen  an  Internet  video  of  an  1 1 -minute 
speech  made  by  Peres  to  a group  of  Israeli 
technology  students.  It  was  one  of  the  most 
inspiring  talks  I’ve  seen  by  a politician  in 
many  years. 

The  video  isn’t  dated  so  I’m  not  sure 
when  it  was  recorded.  Peres  makes  a refer- 
ence to  being  in  the  cabinet,  so  the  speech 
may  have  predated  his  becoming  Israel’s 
president  on  July  15,  2007.  If  so,  it  couldn’t 
have  been  too  much  before  because  he  also 
makes  a brief  reference  to  the  Second 
Lebanon  War  the  summer  before  he  became 
president. 

Peres  tells  the  students  to  trust  in  their  own 
abilities,  that  they  know  more  than  they  think 
they  know  and  have  abilities  beyond  what 
they  think  they  have.  He  tells  them  to  listen, 
first  and  foremost,  to  themselves  and  not  so 
much  to  their  parents,  teachers  and  friends. 


Acting 

Editor 


Michael 

Regenstreif 


“Don't  concern  yourself  with  history 
and  the  past,’’  he  tells  them,  it’s  the  future 
that’s  important.  “You  mustn’t  be  afraid  to 
be  different  and  you  mustn't  be  afraid  to 
dream,”  because  the  future  is  built  by  those 
who’ve  had  the  courage  to  be  different  and 
to  fulfil  their  dreams.  He  talks  about 
Israel’s  great  success  in  areas  of  the  econo- 
my and  technology  and  tells  the  students 
that  those  successes  came  because  of  indi- 
vidual Israelis  who  had  the  courage  to 
dream  and  to  do. 

Peres  goes  on  to  talk  about  some  of  the 
technological  advances  he  sees  coming  over 
the  next  couple  of  decades  in  such  areas  as 
green  energy,  medicine,  water  desalination 
and  more.  Now  in  his  80s,  and  despite  a 
career  of  achievement  that  spans  Israel’s 
history,  Peres  shows  that  he’s  very  much  a 
man  of  the  future. 

Take  1 1 minutes  and  watch  the  video 
yourself  at  tinyurl. com/yrgt3j.  He’s  speaking 
in  Hebrew,  but  there  are  English  subtitles. 
Listening  to  this  legendary  Israeli  leader 
will  be  time  well  spent. 


from  Israel’s  president 


There  are  some  who  think  that  an  endur- 
ing peace  will  never  be  found  between  Israel 
and  the  Palestinians.  It  seems  to  me  the  Jew- 
ish people  have  had  worse  enemies  in  our 
history. 

The  founding  of  the  State  of  Israel,  whose 
60th  anniversary  we’re  celebrating  this  week, 
came  just  three  years  after  the  Holocaust, 
when  Germany's  genocidal  Nazi  regime  mur- 
dered six  million  Jews.  Today’s  Germany, 
though,  is  one  of  Israel’s  closest  allies.  Just 
two  months  ago,  German  Chancellor  Angela 
Merkel  addressed  the  Knesset,  in  German, 
and  received  a standing  ovation.  If  interna- 
tional friendship  can  exist  between  Germany 
and  the  Jewish  state,  and  it  does,  then  peace 
with  the  Palestinians  is  surely  possible. 

At  deadline  time,  there  were  a couple  of 
hopeful  signs  in  the  peace  process.  There 
were  reports  - confirmed  by  high  level 
sources  in  both  countries  - that  Israel  and 
Syria  have  begun  negotiating  a peace  settle- 
ment via  Turkish  intermediaries. 

Syria’s  main  demand  is  the  return  of  the 
Golan  Heights,  captured  by  Israel  in  the  Six- 
Day  War  in  1967.  Israel’s  are  that  Syria  sev- 
ers its  ties  with  Hezbollah  and  the  Iranian 
regime.  Adding  Syria  to  the  list  of  surround- 
ing Arab  countries  at  peace  with  Israel  would 
be  a most  positive  development. 

The  other  hopeful  sign  was  Hamas  sug- 
gesting that,  under  certain  conditions,  it 
would  accept  a peace  settlement  with  Israel 


that's  been  ratified  in  a Palestinian  referen- 
dum. 

Based  on  Hamas’s  track  record,  they’re  a 
long  way  from  deserving  anyone’s  trust  that 
they’re  sincerely  interested  in  peace  with 
Israel.  Their  terror  campaigns  have  taken  a 
terrible  toll  on  Israel.  We  recently  heard  visi- 
tors from  Sderot  describe  the  daily  routine  of 
rocket  attacks  from  Gaza  and  the  effects  - 
death,  injury  and  psychological  trauma  - 
they’ve  had  on  that  Negev  city. 

But  as  bad  as  Hamas’s  actions  have  been 
for  Israel,  they've  been  devastatingly  worse 
for  the  Palestinians.  Because  of  Hamas  ter- 
rorism. the  Palestinians  in  Gaza  endure  hope- 
less lives  trapped  in  poverty,  and  the 
inevitable  and  regrettable  consequences  of 
being  caught  in  between  Israel  and  the  terror- 
ists hiding  among  them. 

Israel’s  leaving  Gaza  presented  a tremen- 
dous opportunity  for  the  Palestinians  to  move 
forward  toward  a dignified  peace  with  Israel. 
Instead.  Hamas  took  them  backward  into 
greater  misery.  Perhaps  these  signals  from 
Hamas  indicate  that  Palestinians  themselves 
understand  what  Hamas  has  brought  them 
and  that  Hamas  understands  that  Palestinians, 
too,  want  to  live  and  move  forward,  in  peace. 

Of  course,  it  remains  to  be  seen  whether 
either  Syria  or  Hamas  are  serious.  But,  as  we 
celebrate  Israel  @ 60,  let  us  remember  that 
there  must  be  hope  when  the  main  greetings 
in  Hebrew  and  Arabic,  ‘Shalom ’ and 
‘Saalam,’  both  mean  ‘Peace.’ 


Snapshot  memories  of  time  spent 


In  Hebrew  school,  they’d  show  us 
movies  about  Israel.  Mostly,  they  were  old 
promotional  films  from  the  1950s  and 
‘60s,  designed  to  tug  at  the  heartstrings  and 
purse  strings  of  North  American  Jews  - 
with  images  of  hardy  swamp-draining  pio- 
neers, happy  kibbutzniks  dancing  horas  in 
the  fields  after  a hard  day  of  harvesting, 
and  philosopher-soldiers  praying  at  the 
Wall,  all  accompanied  by  light  unto  nations 
narration. 

At  our  Habonim-Dror  summer  camp, 
we  were  encouraged  to  think  more  critical- 
ly about  Israel,  but  also  encouraged  to 
make  aliyah  and  settle  there,  to  idealize  the 
kibbutz  movement,  and  to  learn  and  read  as 
much  as  we  could  about  the  country. 

But  within  hours  of  first  arriving  there, 
at  not  quite  18  years  old,  I realized  that 
maybe  the  films  and  the  books  and  the  pre- 
conceived images  in  my  head  did  not  tell 
the  whole  story. 

After  a long  and  long-delayed  flight,  the 
group  of  us  - all  young  Canadians  and 
Americans  beginning  a year  abroad  - land- 
ed at  Ben-Gurion  airport  in  the  middle  of 
the  night  and  piled  into  buses  destined  for 
different  host  kibbutzim. 

My  kibbutz  was  about  as  far  from  the 
airport  as  you  can  travel  in  Israel  - about 
50  kilometres  north  of  the  Red  Sea.  At 


4:00  am.  on  the  outskirts  of  Be’er  Sheva. 
the  bus  driver  pulled  over  for  a rest  stop  at 
the  only  restaurant  open  at  that  hour. 

Inside,  there  were  no  pioneers  preparing 
for  another  day  of  swamp  draining.  And  no 
philosophizing  soldiers.  Instead,  we  had 
stumbled  into  a late-night  transvestite  hang- 
out, a place  whose  possible  existence  in  the 
Holy  Land  was  never  even  hinted  at  in  the 
Hebrew  school  movies  of  my  childhood. 

It  wouldn't  be  my  only  myth-busting 
experience  in  the  country. 

I spent  a lot  of  time  in  Israel  in  my  late 
teens  and  early  twenties,  and  I’ve  studied 
its  history  and  politics.  But  I haven’t  been 
back  there  in  a number  of  years,  so  my 
memories  of  the  country  are  tied  to  some 
of  my  formative  experiences  as  a young 
adult. 

And  many  of  those  memories  are  vivid 
and  corporeal  - from  the  sudden  pain  of  a 
scorpion  sting,  to  the  encompassing  heat  of 


summer  in  the  desert,  to  the  greasy  smells 
of  the  falafei  stands  that  surrounded  the  old 
Tel  Aviv  bus  station. 

I also  remember  an  out-of-body  experi- 
ence, which  happened  while  I was  loudly 
screaming  in  broken  Hebrew  at  an  unco- 
operative bank  teller.  Suddenly,  1 was 
looking  down  at  myself  thinking,  “Hey,  I’m 
a nice  quiet  Canadian  guy,  and  I’m  stand- 
ing in  a bank,  shouting  at  the  top  of  my 
lungs.  Maybe  I’ve  been  in  this  country  too 
long  and  it's  beginning  to  rub  off  on  me.” 

Anyone  who  has  spent  any  significant 
amount  of  time  in  Israel  may  have  had  a 
similar  experience,  out-of-body  or  not. 
Israelis  are  a little  bit  louder,  a little  bit 
more  in-your-face,  and  a little  bit  more  on- 
the-edge  than,  say,  Ottawans. 

I was  in  Tel  Aviv  once  for  Yom  Ha’Atz- 
maut,  and  it's  not  something  Canada  Day 
on  Parliament  Hill  can  prepare  you  for. 

For  one  thing,  celebrants  were  launch- 
ing fireworks  into  the  crowds,  not  into  the 
sky.  And  strangers  would  walk  around  bop- 
ping each  other  on  the  heads  with  plastic 
hammers. 

The  Yom  Ha’  Atzmaut  celebration  I 
attended  was  not  for  a nice  round  anniver- 
sary like  60.  but  rather  for  the  38th,  back 
in  1986.  But  that  was  no  less  significant  an 
anniversary,  because  it  marked  the  1 9th 


in  Israel 

anniversary  of  the  Six  Day  War  and  Israel’s 
subsequent  occupation  of  the  West  Bank, 
Gaza  Strip  and  Golan  Heights,  which  had 
come  1 9 years  after  the  founding  of  the 
state. 

Back  then,  before  the  first  Intifada,  it 
was  easier  to  travel  around  the  territories, 
and  to  visit  both  Palestinian  and  Jewish 
settler  communities.  I remember  visiting  a 
settlement  connected  with  the  messianic 
Gush  Emunim  movement,  where  we  were 
invited  to  watch  an  audio-visual  presenta- 
tion about  the  community.  The  video 
asserted  the  settlers’  divine  right  to  be 
there.  Unfortunately,  the  moment  the  narra- 
tion made  that  assertion,  all  the  power  went 
off  in  the  room. 

At  the  time  of  Israel’s  38th  anniversary, 
the  country’s  newspapers  were  filled  with 
articles  about  how  the  territories  had 
changed  Israel  in  19  years  from  the  type  of 
place  it  had  been  during  the  first  19  years 
of  its  existence.  There  was  much  debate 
then  about  what  should  be  done. 

More  than  two  decades  later,  I am  sure 
if  I returned,  I would  recognize  few  things 
in  a country  that  has  changed  so  dramati- 
cally. 

But  that  particular  debate  endures. 

Alan  Echenberg  is  TVOntario's 
Parliamentary  bureau  chief. 
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Canadian  Hadassah-WIZO  marks 
90  years  of  support  for  Israel 


By  Debbie  Baylin 

CHW  Ottawa  Centre 

As  Israel  celebrates  its 
60th  anniversary,  one  of  its 
staunchest  supporting  orga- 
nizations is  celebrating  90 
years  of  service  to  the  Jewish 
people. 

Canadian  Hadassah- 
WIZO  (CHW)  was  started  as 
a single  chapter  in  Toronto  in 
1917.  Under  the  very  capable 
leadership  of  Ottawa’s  Lillian 
Freiman,  president  of  the 
organization  from  1919  to 
1940,  CHW  grew  and  spread 
across  the  country,  raising 
funds  for  the  thousands  of 
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Jews  in  Palestine  who  were 
suffering. 

In  1925,  CHW  became  an 
official  sponsor  of  the  Naha- 
lal  Agricultural  School  that 
had  been  opened  to  teach 
farming  techniques  to  immi- 
grant women  from  Eastern 
Europe.  The  school  became 
co-ed  in  the  1 940s  and,  as  the 
Nahalal  Children  and  Youth 
Village,  it  is  one  of  three 
major  high  schools  support- 
ed by  Canadian  Hadassah- 
WIZO. 

When  the  Youth  Aliyah 
movement  was  started  in 
1933  to  save  children  in 
Europe,  CHW  became  the 
official  sponsor  in  Canada. 
CHW  fundraising  for  Youth 
Aliyah  in  recent  years  has 
helped  thousands  of  Ethiopi- 
an and  Russian  children, 
many  of  whom  came  to  Israel 
without  their  parents. 

When  many  young  Holo- 
caust survivors  began  arriv- 
ing in  Israel  with  the  need  for 
so  many  services,  CHW 
established  the  Hadassim 
Children  and  Youth  Village 
as  an  absorption  and  rehabil- 
itation institute.  Today, 
Hadassim  is  a community 
school  with  a residential 
component,  serving  both 
immigrant  and  Israeli  chil- 
dren from  disadvantaged 
families. 

When  polio  threatened 
the  region  in  the  1950s, 
CHW  raised  funds  for  a 
hydrotherapy  pool  at  the 
Assaf  Harofe  Hospital.  Many 
areas  of  the  hospital  have 
benefitted  from  CHW 
fundraising,  including  the 
School  of  Nursing,  the  Med- 
ical Diagnostic  Imaging  Cen- 
tre, the  Ophthalmology 
Department  and  the  Compre- 
hensive Breast  Care  Institute. 
The  recently  created  Marion 
Mayman  Vascular  Surgery 


The  vascular  surgery  department  at 
Assaf  Harofe  Hospital  was  named  in 
honour  of  Ottawa’s  Marion  Mayman. 


Lillian  Freiman  of  Ottawa,  national  presi- 
dent of  CHW  from  1919  to  1940. 


department  was  named  in 
honour  of  Marion  Mayman, 
past  president  of  both  CHW 
and  Agudath  Israel  Congre- 
gation. 

CHW  is  also  associated 
with  the  Hadassah  Hospital 


in  Jerusalem  and  is  currently 
involved  in  fundraising  for 
the  new  1 4-storey  Tower  Pro- 
ject being  built  on  the  Ein 
Kerem  campus. 

As  CHW  celebrates  “90 
years  strong,”  it  renews  its 


commitment  to  children, 
healthcare*  and  women  in 
Israel.  CHW’s  10,000  mem- 
bers across  Canada  stand 
proudly  with  the  State  of 
Israel  on  the  occasion  of  its 
60th  anniversary. 


Celebrate  Israel  @ 60 
at  the  Tulip  Festival 


By  Michael  Regenstreif 

The  flag  of  Israel  will  be 
raised  at  1 1 :00  am  on  May  8 
at  the  International  Pavilion 
of  the  Canadian  Tulip  Festi- 
val at  Major’s  Hill  Park.  The 
Yom  Ha’Atzmaut  flag-rais- 
ing kicks  off  six  days  of 
activity  at  the  festival  cele- 
brating Israel’s  60th  anniver- 
sary. 

Yom  Ha’Atzmaut  activi- 
ties will  continue  at  the  Tulip 
Festival  with  Israel-oriented 
entertainment  on  the  Major’s 
Hill  Park  stage  from  11:15 
in  the  morning  until  4:00  in 
the  afternoon.  (The  4:00  pm 


finish  at  the  Tulip  Festival 
gives  revellers  time  to  get  to 
the  Civic  Centre  for  the 
community  Yom  Ha’Atz- 
maut party  starting  at  5:00.) 

-Israeli  activity  at  the 
Canadian  Tulip  Festival  con- 
tinues from  May  8 to  13  with 
the  Embassy  of  Israel  spon- 
soring a booth  at  the  Interna- 
tional Pavilion  to  showcase 
what  they  describe  as  “the 


things  that  are  best  about 
Israel:  our  arts,  cuisine  and 
culture;  our  keen  attention  to 
detail  and  innovation;  the 
raw  beauty  and  storied  histo- 
ry, which  makes  us  one  of 
the  holiest  places  for  all  of 
the  world’s  major  religions; 
and  Israeli  wine  that  will 
delight  your  palate  and  com- 
pliment the  experience  per- 
fectly.” 
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JNF  celebrates  Israel’s  60th 

First  of  all,  I want  to  thank  John  Greenberg  for 
his  fine  work  as  President  of  Ottawa  JNF  and  for 
his  kind  words  in  last  month’s  JNF  Ottawa  col-" 
umn.  Johns  work  as  President  and  all  of  his 
efforts  over  the  years  on  behalf  of  JNF  are  very 
much  appreciated.  We  look  forward  to  having  his 
valued  advice  on  our  Board  as  a Past  President  for 
many  years  to  come. 

This  year  is  the  60th  anniversary  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  modem  State  of  Israel  and  JNF 
Ottawa  will  be  leading  and  participating  in  pro- 
grams during  the  year  to  mark  this  very  special 
occasion,  including  the  annual  Negev  Dinner, 
details  of  which  we  will  be  announcing  soon. 
Since  its  founding  in  1901  as  part  of  the  early 
Zionist  movement,  the  work  of  the  JNF  in  Israel 
has  been  a very  big  part  of  its  success,  and  the 
ongoing  environmental  stewardship  of  the  JNF  is 
a key  to  Israel’s  sustainable  development  for  the 
future. 

JNF  champions  the  principle  of  sustainable 
development  in  Israel  and  the  world,  the  meaning 
of  which  actually  can  be  found  within  our  organi- 
zation’s Hebrew  name,  Keren  Kayemeth  L’Yisrael , 
or  KKL.  Kayamut  is  Hebrew  for  sustainability, 
making  it  part  of  the  organization’s  world  view. 
Sustainable  development  constitutes  the  natural 
continuation  of  the  historic  role  of  the  JNF/K.K.L: 
protection  of  the  land  and  of  its  development  for 
the  benefit  of  the  entire  people,  today  and  tomor- 
row. Support  from  the  Ottawa  community  for  JNF 
goes  directly  into  these  important  programs, 
which  help  build  and  sustain  the  environmental 
well  being  of  Israel  and  its  people. 

And,  speaking  of  your  support,  the  results  from 
our  February  Tu  Bi’Shvat  telethon  to  raise  money 
for  trees  for  Israel  are  in,  and  Ottawa  continues  to 
lead  the  way  for  Canada.  As  Jerry  Lewis  puts  it,  a 
fundraiser  that  raises  just  one  more  dollar  than  the 
previous  year  is  automatically  a success,  and  this 
year’s  JNF  Ottawa  telethon  was  a great  success. 
Many  thanks  to  our  many  volunteers  and  to 
Regional  Realty  for  letting  us  use  their  premises 
again  this  year  and  also,  of  course,  to  the  Ottawa 
Jewish  community  for  your  continued  generosity. 

If  you  would  like  to  become  more  directly 
involved  yourself  in  the  work  of  the  JNF  and  in 
the  Board  of  JNF  Ottawa,  we  would  be  very  happy 
to  hear  from  you.  Please  call  the  Ottawa  JNF  Co- 
ordinator, Margo  Blostein  at  613-798-241 1. 


On  a daily  basis  you  can  plant 
trees  for  all  occasions.  An 
attractive  card  is  sent  to  the 
recipient.  To  order,  call  the  JNF 
office  (613.798.2411). 


What  Yom  Hazikaron  means  to  us 


By  Jane 

and  Martin  Gordon 

On  May  8,  much  of  the 
Ottawa  Jewish  community 
will  turn  out  to  celebrate 
Yom  Ha'Atzmaut  for 
Israel’s  60th  anniversary. 
Two  nights  before,  relative- 
ly few  will  gather  to  mark 
Yom  Hazikaron,  commemo- 
rating those  who  have  fallen 
so  that  Israel  can  exist. 

We  suppose  it  is  normal 
for  people  to  prefer  the  joy- 
ous celebration  of  Yom 
Ha’Atzmaut.  We  take  a dif- 
ferent approach,  as  do  our 
Israeli  friends. 

We  feel  that  it  is  not  pos- 
sible to  truly  celebrate  the 
existence  of  Israel  without 
first  considering  the  sacri- 
fices that  were  made  to 
establish  the  state  and  that 
continue  to  be  made  to  keep 
it  going. 

The  first  time  we  experi- 
enced Yom  Hazikaron  was 
during  an  Ottawa  communi- 
ty mission  to  Israel.  Seeing 
the  entire  country  stop  all 
activity  - cars  actually  stop 
in  the  middle  of  the  road  - 
was  very  impressive. 
Another  time,  we  sat  tear- 
fully with  a large  crowd  in 
Rabin  Square  and  saw 
audio-visual  presentations 
of  the  fallen  and  listened  to 
some  of  the  best  talent  in 
Israel  sing  and  recite  poetry. 
We  have  also  been  moved 


by  several  Ottawa  cere- 
monies. Last  year,  we  lis- 
tened proudly  as  our  son, 
who  is  serving  in  a combat 
unit,  gave  a short  talk  on 
what  the  day  means  to  him. 

For  many  years,  Yom 
Hazikaron  was  limited  to 
commemorating  fallen  sol- 
diers. Over  the  past  few 
years,  it  has  been  expanded 


to  include  victims  of  terror. 
One  has  only  to  consider  the 
day-to-day  heroism  of  the 
people  of  Sderot  to  appreci- 
ate the  rightness  of  this 
change. 

We  have  been  given  the 
privilege  of  setting  up  a 
table  at  this  year's  ceremo- 
ny, Tuesday.  May  6,  7:30 
pm,  at  the  Soloway  Jewish 


Community  Centre.  We  will 
be  displaying  materials 
about  several  of  the  fallen, 
both  soldiers  and  civilians, 
to  personalize  the  price  that 
has  been  paid  over  the 
years. 

We  hope  that  you  will 
join  with  us  and  connect 
with  our  brothers  and  sisters 
in  Israel. 


Mailbag 


Uncomfortable  reading 
Daniel  Pipes’  views 

It  has  been  fascinating  reading  recent 
issues  of  the  Bulletin.  I applaud  the  words 
of  Rabbi  Garten  and  letter  writer  Theodore 
Jacobsen.  The  attitudes  expressed  by  these 
two  thoughtful  Jews  will  help  our  commu- 
nity survive. 

I was  most  distressed  to  see  Daniel 
Pipes’  views  displayed  so  prominently  in 
the  Bulletin.  I have  an  increasingly  uncom- 
fortable feeling  each  time  I read  about  his 
views. 

Following  his  beliefs,  will,  in  my  view, 
mean  the  end  of  a national  Jewish  presence 
in  the  Middle  East.  Advocating  wider  sanc- 
tions against  the  ‘other.’  never  advances  the 
cause  of  peace  and  reconciliation. 

Dave  Abbey 

Two-state  solution  sabotaged 
by  extremists  on  both  sides 

It  is  distressing  to  read  that  a learned 


man,  Daniel  Pipes,  advocates  unconditional 
defeat  of  the  Palestinians  as  a solution  to  the 
decades-old  strife  between  Israel  • and  its 
neighbours. 

How  much  more  defeat  is  that  embattled 
population  to  endure?  The  lessons  of  recent 
history  have  shown  there  is  no  simple  mili- 
tary answer  to  the  Palestinian  question.  This 
is  a fact  that  a great  many  Israelis,  including 
IDF  generals,  have  realized.  A path  to  co- 
existence must  be  found,  a co-existence  that 
both  peoples  can  buy  into. 

The  two-state  solution  is  still  the  only 
viable  vision  for  the  future.  Sadly,  that 
vision  has  been  sabotaged  by  extremists  in 
both  nations.  Hamas  has  an  uncompromis- 
ing agenda,  but  so  does  the  Israeli  settler 
movement. 

Overcoming  the  obstacles  to  peace  isn't 
easy.  But  surely  we  Jews  cannot  succumb  to 
despair  and  the  failed  methods  of  Pharaoh: 
the  visiting  of  plague  after  plague  upon  the 
oppressed. 

Gabriella  Goliger 
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Ottawa  Klezmer  Band  celebrates  Israel  @ 60 
with  25th  anniversary  performance 


By  Ruth  Gottlieb  Katz 
for  the 

Ottawa  Klezmer  Band 

The  Ottawa  Klezmer 
Band  will  mark  its  25th 
anniversary  Saturday,  May 
24,  8:00  pm,  with  a concert 
at  the  National  Arts  Centre 
(NAC)  Fourth  Stage  featur- 
ing instrumental  pieces,  Yid- 
dish theatre  songs.  Holocaust 
material  and,  in  celebration 
of  Israel’s  60th  anniversary, 
classic  Hebrew  songs  and 
sing-along  medleys. 

That  the  Ottawa  Klezmer 
Band  has  survived  a quarter- 
century  is  a testament  to  the 
draw  of  its  music,  the  synco- 
pated rhythms  and  perennial 
audience  favourites,  to  the 
unwavering  commitment 
of  its  founder  and  artistic 
director,  Floralove  Katz, 
whose  determination  brings 
diverse  audiences  together 
through  the  international 
language  of  music,  and  to 
the  extraordinary  talent  of 
the  musicians. 

Asked  about  the  musi- 


cians in  the  band,  Katz 
enthusiastically  sings  their 
praises. 

“David  Renaud  is  an  out- 
standing reedman  and  a vir- 
tuoso on  several  wind 
instruments  including  clar- 
inet. saxophone,  flute  and 
recorder,  and  a brilliant  jazz 
pianist. 

“He’s  one  of  Ottawa’s 
busiest  piano  technicians 
and  tuners  and  leads  his 
own  band.  Dr.  Jazz.  It  seems 
there’s  nothing  he  can't  do 
in  the  world  of  music,”  she 
said. 

“Sol  Gunner  has  been 
one  of  Ottawa’s  most 
beloved  freelance  musicians 
for  many  years,  playing 
double  bass  and  violin  in  a 
wide  variety  of  musical 
styles  from  jazz  to  Broad- 
way,” Katz  continued. 

“He  has  played  at  the 
Montreal  and  Ottawa  Jazz 
Festivals  in  big  band  and 
small  ensembles.  He  also 
plays  with  his  own  trio, 
Klassic  Klez,  and  in  the 


The  Ottawa  Klezmer  Band  will  celebrate  Israel  @ 60  and  its  25th  anniversary  May  24 
at  the  NAC  Fourth  Stage. 


Rialto  Rhythm  Revellers. 

“Don  Laver,  our  terrific 
percussionist,  has  recorded 


The  members  of  Amit,  Ina  McCarthy, 
and  MoUie  Betcherman  Chapters 
of  Ottawa  Hadassah-WIZO 
are  pleased  to  invite  you  to  a Tea 


with  the  Central  Band  of  the 
Canadian  Forces,  the  Allied 
Workers  Jazz  Band,  the 
Gonzaga  University  Male 
Chorus  and  the  Ottawa 
Klezmer  Band. 

“He  now  teaches  with 
the  Ottawa  Carleton  Board 
of  Education. 

“Natasha  Guiller  is  a 
delight  on  piano  and  accor- 
dion. She  joined  the  Ottawa 
Klezmer  Band  in  1995, 
soon  after  emigrating  from 
Russia,  and  is  constantly  in 


demand  as  an  accompanist 
at  schools,  synagogues  and 
community  centres. 

“As  a very  special  treat, 
Natasha's  wonderful  dad, 
89-year-old  Yitzchak  Nay- 
velt,  will  join  us  on  accor- 
dion for  one  particularly 
lively  klezmer  medley.” 

Katz,  the  vocalist  and 
cellist  in  the  Ottawa 
Klezmer  Band,  is  a veteran 
federal  public  servant  and 
Ontario  wedding  officiant. 
She  played  cello  for  more 


than  20  years  with  the 
Ottawa  Symphony  Orches- 
tra and  has  performed  for 
almost  two  decades  as 
soprano  in  the  chorus  of 
Opera  Lyra  Ottawa. 

“Keeping  the  Ottawa 
Klezmer  Band  going  for  25 
years  has  been  a real  chal- 
lenge,” said  Katz. 

“However,  the  rewards 
are  incalculable  in  terms  of 
sustaining  our  Jewish  her- 
itage, of  joyous  audience 
participation  and  enthusias- 
tic feedback,  of  bringing 
together  the  next  generation 
of  klez-kids  with  us  older 
die-hards,  and  bringing 
together  different  religious 
and  ethnic  groups  to  sing 
with  one  voice.  This  25th 
anniversary  performance 
reaffirms  our  commitment 
to  klezmer  music  and  to  the 
idea  of  a global  community.” 

With  the  concert  also 
celebrating  Israel’s  60th 
anniversary.  Ambassador 
Alan  Baker  will  offer 
remarks  and  writer  Louis 
Lemkow  will  sign  copies  of 
his  novel.  The  Second 
Escape. 

Tickets  for  the  Ottawa 
Klezmer  Band  concert  are 
$25.00  and  available  at  the 
NAC  box  office,  at  ticlcet- 
mas  ter.ca  and  by  phone  at 
613-755-1111.  There  is  no 
service  charge  for  tickets 
purchased  in  person  at  the 
NAC. 


Edna  Goldfarb  z’l 

and  in  recognition 
of  Israel's  60th  anniversary 


Sunday,  June  i,  2008  • 2:00  to  «#:oo  pm 

at  the  home  of  Gina  and  Howard  Grant 
J Southern  Hills  Court,  Pepean,  Ontario 


For  further  information  and  transportation 
please  contact  Sophie  Frenkel  at  6B-726-I538 


rotaiN  ,at  "nnx  min  “tiyrtn  ino  rra 

Ottawa  Talmud  Torah  Afternoon  School 


Enriching  Our  Children  with  a Strong  Jewish  Education,  Identity  and  Community  Values 

COURSE  OF  STUDY 

Hebrew  Language  Arts  (map)  Israel  Studies  Current  Events 

Bible  (ODtrt)  Prayer  (if^Dri)  Family  Programming 

Special  Events  Engaging  Guest  Speakers 


Holocaust  Studies 
Laws  & Customs  (DTI) 


Jewish  History 


Bar/Bat  Mitzvah  Training 


CLASSES  - Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  4: 15  p.m.  - 6:00  p.m.  Sundays  9:30  - 12:00  noon 

• Junior  and  Senior  Kindergarten  Sundays 

■ Grade  1 Sundays  and  Tuesdays 

• Grades  2 -6  Sundays,  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays 

• Grade  7 Tuesdays  and  Thursdays 

■ Grade  8 Community  Awareness  program  -Three  times  per  month 

Board  Certified  Teachers 
Teacher  Assistants 

Transportation  available  from  selected  Public  Schools 
Over  80  years  of  Traditional  Education  in  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Community 

31  Nadolny  Sachs  Privat&Oltawa.  K2A  IR9 
Tel:  (613)  721-8827  Fan:  (613)  792-3S00 
Website:  www.ottas.ca  Email:  ottas<aottas.cu 
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Israel  @ 60:  Yom  Ha’Atzmaut 
celebration  promises 
to  be  a fun-filled  event 


The  InJoy  Orchestra  from  California  will  bring  Israeli 
music  to  the  Yom  Ha’Atzmaut  celebration  at  the  Civic 
Centre  on  May  8. 


By  Maxine  Miska 
SJCC  director 
of  programming 

On  November  29,  1947, 
Jews  in  British  Mandate 
Palestine  waited  with  antici- 
pation and  anxiety  ticking  off 
the  names  of  countries  in  the 
United  Nations  roll  call  vote 
that  paved  the  way  for  the 
establishment  of  the  State  of 
Israel. 

The  British  Mandate  ex- 
pired on  May  14,  1948  and 
the  new  State  of  Israel  was 
proclaimed. 

Now  on  Yom  Ha’Atzmaut, 
Israelis  wait  for  no  one.  Early 
in  the  day,  families  stake  out 
spots  for  the  barbecues  and 
gather  in  public  squares  and 
parks  to  share  the  food  grown 
in  their  land  and  hear  music 
sung  in  a reborn,  vibrant  lan- 
guage. 

The  Vered  Educational 
and  Cultural  Program  is  invit- 
ing the  entire  Jewish  commu- 
nity to  experience  an  Israeli- 
style  Yom  Ha’Atzmaut  cele- 
bration marking  the  Jewish 
state’s  60th  anniversary.  The 
free  celebration  will  encapsu- 
late the  flavours  of  Israeli  life 
in  a street  festival  atmosphere 
at  the  Civic  Centre  on  Thurs- 
day, May  8 at  5:00  pm. 

“We  want  everyone  from 
kids  to  grandparents  to  expe- 
rience, first-hand,  the  energy 
and  jostling  of  being  on  a 
crowded  street  or  park  on 
Yom  Ha’Atzmaut,”  said 
Penny  Torontow,  chair  of  the 
2008  community  Yom 
Ha’Atzmaut  celebration. 

“When  you  enter  the  hall, 
you  will  see  circus  acts,  bal- 
loon art  and  jugglers.  You’ll 
hear  the  sounds  of  Israeli 
music  and  smell  the  food 
being  prepared  at  kiosks,  just 
as  you  would  if  you  were 
walking  around  Israel  on  Yom 
Ha’Atzmaut.” 

As  celebrants  stroll 
through  the  street  festival, 
they  will  take  a mini-tour  of 
Israel. 

To  understand  the  depth  of 
Israel’s  past  and  the  archeo- 
logical study  of  Israel,  chil- 
dren can  dig  in  a large  sand- 
box and  discover  ancient  pot- 
tery. Teens  and  young  adults 


can  catch  the  freewheeling 
and  glamorous  vibe  of  Tel 
Aviv  at  the  Dizengoff  Casino, 
where  poker  and  blackjack 
are  the  universal  language 
and  everything  is  real  but  the 
wagers. 

There  are  numerous  links 
between  Canada  and  Israel, 
including  hockey.  Canada 
House  in  Metulla,  the  Ottawa 
Jewish  community’s  partner 
city,  provides  the  ice  for  the 
Israeli  National  Hockey 
Team,  and  Ron  Soreano,  a 
member  of  the  team  will  sign 
hockey  cards  while  kids  can 
participate  in  a hockey  shoot 
out  in  this  comer  of  Northern 
Israel.  There  will  also  be  a 
raffle  of  an  Israeli  National 
Hockey  Team  jersey. 

The  Negev  will  be  repre- 
sented by  palm  trees. 

Every  Jewish  celebration 
leavens  joy  with  a touch  of 
sadness.  The  Ottawa  Yom 
Ha’Atzmaut  party  is  no 
exception  as  we  remember 
Tal  Kehrmann,  who  was 
killed  on  March  5,  2003  in 
the  bus  bomb  explosion, 
number  37,  on  Moriah  Blvd, 


Haifa.  She  was  17  years  old. 

Kehrmann  loved  camels, 
and  her  bedroom  was  filled 
with  stuffed  animals,  many  of 
them  camels.  After  her  mur- 
der, her  parents  found  a line 
drawing  of  a camel  in  her 
diary  and  have  invited  people 
around  the  world  to  colour  in 
that  camel  as  memorial  to 
her.  A table  will  be  set  up  for 
children  to  colour  these  draw- 
ings, which  will  be  sent  to  her 
family  in  Israel. 

Performances  will  include 
the  InJoy  Orchestra  from  Cal- 
ifornia playing  Israeli  music 
and  the  Hillel  Academy 
Choir.  The  MC  will  be  Saul 
Jacobson  of  Magic  100. 
Throughout  the  hall,  kiosks 
will  be  selling  kosher  street 
food  and  drink  to  all  the  rev- 
ellers thirsty  and  hungry  from 
singing  and  dancing  in  cele- 
bration of  Israel  and  this 
milestone  anniversary. 

There  is  no  charge  for  this 
event.  For  information, 
contact  Sharon  Diamond  at 
613-798-9818,  ext.  225  or 

sdiamond@jccottawa.com  or 
visit  jccottawa.com. 


EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITY 

Ottawa  Jewish  Community  Foundation 

Planned  Giving  Officer 

Position  Type:  Full  Time  Job  Region:  ON  - Ottawa  Area 

Application  Deadline:  5/16/2008  Years  Experience:  3-5  years 

The  Ottawa  Jewish  Community  Foundation  has  an  immediate  opening  for  a Planned 
Giving  Officer.  S/he  will  work  as  an  integral  member  of  the  team. 

The  Planned  Giving  Officer  will  forge  partnerships  with  volunteers,  manage  and 
facilitate  gift  solicitations,  set  ambitious  but  achievable  fundraising  goals,  and  plan 
marketing  strategies.  S/he  will  strengthen  enthusiasm  for  and  commitment  to  the 
mission  of  the  Foundation  and  its  responsibility  to  the  local  and  global  Jewish  com- 
munity through  interaction  with  volunteers  and  donors. 

Responsibilities: 

# Development  and  implementation  of  tailored  solicitation  strategies 
and  proposals 

O Person-to-person  contact  and  passion 

when  representing  the  Foundation  for  support 
$ Development  and  nurturing  of  long-term  relationships 
4*  Appropriate  stewardship  and  recognition  of  donors 
$ Key  staff  member  for  the  Marketing  Committee 
$ Participation  in  overall  Foundation  strategies  to  ensure 

streamlined  communications  and  maintenance  of  donor  relations 
Assist  with  the  development  of  a year-long  strategic  and  communications 
plan  to  successfully  promote  and  execute  an  aggressive  schedule 
of  planned  giving  events  such  as  seminars  and  “tax  tips" 

O Manage  a portfolio  of  principal  gift  prospects,  which  will  involve 
the  execution  of  strategies  to  meet  our  aggressive  fundraising  goals 
Assist  in  the  identification  of  prospects  and  implement 
appropriate  cultivation  plans 

Steward  relationships  with  prospects  until  gift  is  closed  and  beyond 
$ Provide  support  to  volunteers  and  canvassers 
$ Oversee  communications  with  prospects,  including  proposals, 
gift  agreements  and  stewardship  reports 

Build  significant  and  sustaining  relationships  with  donors  whose 
resources  will  be  integral  to  supporting  OJCF’s  mission  and  strategic  goals 
$ Develop  and  implement  work  plans  and  measures 
against  established  standards 
$ Proactively  monitor  key  performance  indicators 

and  make  real-time  adjustments  to  ensure  goal  accomplishment 

Qualifications: 

O Experience  in  program  development  and  management 
High  energy  level 
Strong  interpersonal  skills 
$ Ability  to  multi-task 
O Creative 

O Excellent  writing  & interpersonal  skills 
$ Experience  in  volunteer  management  an  asset 
0 An  understanding  and/or  interest  of  the  Jewish  community 

The  Ottawa  Jewish  Community  Foundation  provides  donors  the  vehicle  to  contribute 
to  the  long  term  financial  stability  and  support  of  the  needs  of  the  agencies  which 
serve  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Community.  The  Foundation  acts  as  a steward  for  these  gifts 
and  links  the  past,  the  present  and  the  ftiture  while  building  trust  with  everyone  we 
serve.  The  Foundation  manages  over  $43  million  in  assets. 

Job  Contact  Information: 

Francine  Paulin,  Foundation  Associate,  Ottawa  Jewish  Community  Foundation 
Email:  fpaulin@jewishottawa.com 

For  more  information  visit:  http://www.ojcf.ca 
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Hillel  Lodge 

l.ONG-TERM  CARE  FOUNDATION 


In  support 

of  the  Bess  and  Moe 
Greenberg  Family 
Hillel  Lodge 
In  the  Joseph 
and  Inez  Zelikovitz 
Long  Term  Care  Centre 


Card  Donations 

Card  donations  go  a long  way  to  improving 
the  quality  of  life  for  our  residents.  Thank  you 
for  considering  their  needs  and  contributing  to 
their  well-being. 

On  behalf  of  the  residents  and  their  families, 
we  extend  sincere  appreciation  to  the  following 
individuals  and  families  who  made  card  dona- 
tions to  the  Hillel  Lodge  Long-Term  Care  Foun- 
dation between  April  3 and  14,  2008  inclusive. 

HONOUR  FUNDS 

Unlike  a bequest  or  gift  of  life  insurance, 
which  are  realized  some  time  in  the  future,  a 
named  Honour  Fund  (i.e.,  endowment  fund)  is 
established  during  your  lifetime. 

By  making  a contribution  of  SI, 000  or 
more,  you  can  create  a permanent  remembrance 
for  a loved  one,  honour  a family  member, 
declare  what  the  Lodge  has  meant  to  you  and/or 
support  a cause  that  you  believe  in. 

A Hillel  Lodge  Honour  Fund  is  a perma- 
nent pool  of  capital  that  earns  interest  or 
income  each  year.  This  income  then  supports 
the  priorities  designated  by  you,  the  donor. 

Bill  and  Leona  Adler  Memorial  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Sylvia  Freeman  Wishing  you  a very  happy  85th 
birthday  and  many  more  by  Elayne  Adler  and  Farley, 
Jordan  and  Benjamin  Stenzler 

Claire-Jehanne  and  Eric  Wilner  Mazal  Tov  on 
the  engagement  of  your  son  Alex  to  Kate  by  Elayne 
Adler  and  Farley,  Jordan  and  Benjamin  Stenzler 

Sonia  Rawicki  Agulnik 
Music  Therapy  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Simon  Reisman  by  Dorothy  and  David  Torontow 
In  Honour  of: 

Eden  Sheli  Agulnik  Love  and  best  wishes  on 
your  first  birthday  by  Dorothy  and  David  Torontow 

A generous  donation  to  this  fund  has  been 
made  by  Dorothy  and  David  Torontow  in  celebra- 
tion of  their  55th  wedding  anniversary 

Elsie  Baker  Endowment  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Neil  Rubenstein  by  Mel  Baker  and  Family:  and 
Polly  and  Jack  Moran 

Fred  and  Esther  Ballon  Family  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Freda  Lobel  by  Esther  and  Fred  Ballon 
In  Honour  of: 

Anna  Fliegl  Love  and  best  wishes  to  our  daughter 
on  your  special  birthday  by  Mom  and  Dad  (Esther  and 
Fred  Ballon) 


Jack  and  Betty  Ballon  Family  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Sheila  Blackstien  by  Evelyn  Greenberg 

Jenny  and  Murray  Citron  Endowment  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Murray  Citron  With  best  wishes  for  a very  happy 
special  birthday  by  Rhea.  Jeff,  Elana  and  Lome 
Hochstadter 

Abe  and  Bea  Dubinsky  Endowment  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Margo  and  David  Kardish  Wishing  you  good 
health,  good  luck  and  much  happiness  in  your  new 
home  by  Auntie  Bea  Dubinsky 

Friedberg  and  Dale  Families  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Rabbi  Ely  and  Sheli  Braun  Mazal  Tov  on  the 
birth  of  your  granddaughter  by  Elaine  Friedberg  and 
Bob  and  Jonathan  Dale 

Ron  Dale  Wishing  you  a very  happy  birthday  by 
Elaine  Friedberg  and  Bob  and  Jonathan  Dale 

Nell  Gluck  Memorial  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irwin  Lithwick  Mazal  Tov  on 
Gila's  engagement!  We  wish  Gila  and  her  chatan  all 
the  best  by  The  Molot  Family 

Evelyn  and  Irving  Greenberg  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Sidney  Klotz  Wishing  you  a very  happy  special 
birthday  by  Evelyn  Greenberg  and  Family 

Dorothy  and  Maurie  Karp  Endowment  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Betty  Ballon  Wishing  you  a happy  and  healthy 
Passover  by  Dorothy  and  Maurie  Karp 

Claire  and  Irving  Bercovitch  and  Family  Wish- 
ing you  a happy  and  healthy  Passover  by  Dorothy  and 
Maurie  Karp 

Violet  and  Irvin  Cutler  and  Family  Wishing 
you  a happy  and  healthy  Passover  by  Dorothy  and 
Maurie  Karp 

Carol  and  Haney  Goodman  and  Family  Wish- 
ing you  a happy  and  healthy  Passover  by  Dorothy  and 
Maurie  Karp 

Norma  and  Phil  Lazear  and  Family  Wishing 
you  a happy  and  healthy  Passover  by  Dorothy  and 
Maurie  Karp 

Phyllis  and  Laz  Newman  and  Family  Wishing 
you  a happy  and  healthy  Passover  by  Dorothy  and 
Maurie  Karp 

Lillian  and  Morris  Kimmel  Family  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Freda  Lobel  by  Janet  Kimmel  Kaiman  and  Steve 
Kaiman 

In  Honour  of: 

Elbe  and  Marty  Black  Mazal  Tov  on  Andrea’s 
engagement  to  Michael  by  Morris  Kimmel,  Janet  and 


Steve  Kaiman  and  Brenda  and  Nathan  Levine 

Lily  Feig  Wishing  you  a happy  and  healthy 
Passover  by  Esthel  and  Larry  Huniu 

The  Kimmel,  Kaiman  and  Levine  families 
Wishing  you  all  a very  happy  and  healthy  Passover  by 
Esthel  and  Larry  Huniu 

Schachter-lngber  Family  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Maggie  and  Bob  Ledernian  In  honour  and  awe 
of  your  35th  wedding  anniversary  - we  pray  that  each 
year  keeps  getting  better  - by  Rachel.  Howard,  Davi- 
da  and  Josh  Schachter 

Stephen  and  Debra  Schneiderman 
Family  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Freddie  Cossack  by  Debra  and  Stephen 
Schneiderman 
In  Honour  of: 

Elbe  and  Marty  Black  Mazal  Tov  on  the  engage- 
ment of  Andrea  and  Michael!  by  Debbie,  Stephen, 
Stacey  and  Jordon  Schneiderman 

Frances  Cohen  Wishing  you  a very  happy  birth- 
day and  many  more  by  Bunnie  Cogan 

Label  and  Leona  Silver  Family  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Freda  Lobel  by  Millie  Schacnfield  and  family 
In  Honour  of: 

Sylvia  Freeman  Mazal  Tov  and  best  wishes  on 
your  very  special  birthday  by  Leona  and  Label  Silver 

Ralph  and  Anne  Sternberg  Memorial  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Stephanie  Dancey  and  Cory  In  appreciation  of 
my  step-daughter  and  grandson  by  Laya  and  Ted 
Jacobsen 

Norah  Fleming  In  appreciation  of  my  sister  in 
Lethbridge  by  Laya  and  Ted  Jacobsen 

Eileen  Gardner  In  appreciation  of  my  natural 
mother  in  Winnipeg,  who  is  such  an  inspiration  by 
Laya  and  Ted  Jacobsen 

Claire  Green  In  appreciation  of  my  Auntie  Claire 
in  Lethbridge  by  Laya  and  Ted  Jacobsen 

Laya  Jacobsen  In  appreciation  of  my  wife, 
“the  Lovely  Laya”  from  your  husband-in-awc  Ted 
Jacobsen 

Wendy  Koenig  and  family  In  appreciation  of  my 
close  cousin  Teresa,  in  The  Pas,  and  her  daughter 
Wendy  and  family  in  Winnipeg  by  Laya  and  Ted 
Jacobsen 

Natalie  and  Tom  Gussman  In  appreciation  for 
being  such  great  friends  by  Laya  and  Ted  Jacobsen 
Sharie  and  Bill  Saunders  In  appreciation  of 
great  friends  by  Laya  and  Ted  Jacobsen 

Judith  and  Harvey  Slipacoff  In  appreciation  for 
being  such  great  friends  by  Laya  and  Ted  Jacobsen 

Sarah  and  Amie  Swedler  Family  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Freda  Lobel  by  Sarah  and  Amie  Swedler 

Louis  and  Diane  Tannenbaum  Family  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Roslyn  Avrith  by  Diane  and  Louis  Tannenbaum 
Evelyn  Lapkofsky  by  Diane  and  Louis 
Tannenbaum 

Carole  and  Norman  Zagerman  Family  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Freda  Lobel  by  Carole  and  Norman  Zagerman 


Sylvia  Schneiderman  by  Carole  and  Norman 
Zagerman 

In  Honour  of: 

Arnie  Swedler  Best  wishes  for  a very  happy  spe- 
cial birthday  by  Carole  and  Norman  Zagerman 

**-************** 

IN  MEMORY  OF: 

Rose  Litwack  by  Lily  Feig:  lisa  and  Chaim 
Shustik;  and  Barb  and  Sid  Cohen 

Freda  Lobel  by  Ruth  and  Irving  Aaron:  and 
Sylvia  Monson 

Morris  Miller  by  Ethlyn,  Barry  and  Sarah 
Agulnik 

Sylvia  Schneiderman  by  Barb  and  Sid  Cohen  ' 

HONOUR  OF: 

Reta  and  Marvin  Avery  Best  wishes  for  a very 
joyful  and  •healthy  Pesach  by  Esty  and  Fern 
Bybelezer 

Arlene  and  Gary  Bonn  Congratulations  on  the 
birth  of  your  grandson  by  Ros^  and  Kevin  Kardash 
Sara  and  Leslie  Breiner  Wishing  you  a very 
happy  and  healthy  Passover  by  Cila  Farber 

Barbara  and  Len  Farber  Wishing  you  a very 
happy  and  healthy  Passover  by  Cila  Farber 

Mary  and  Izzy  Farber  Wishing  you  a very 
happy  and  healthy  Passover  by  Cila  Farber 

Zahava  and  Barry  Farber  Wishing  you  a very 
happy  and  healthy  Passover  by  Cila  Farber 

Lily  Feig  Wishing  you  a very  happy  and  healthy 
Passover  by  Cila  Farber 

Malca  and  Shmuel  Feig  Wishing  you  a very 
happy  and  healthy  Passover  by  Cila  Farber 

Sylvia  Freeman  With  best  wishes  for  a very 
happy  special  birthday  by  Cynthia  and  Herb  Cowan 
Esthel  and  Larry  Huniu  Best  wishes  for  a 
happy  and  healthy  Passover  by  Lily  Feig 

Janet  and  Steve  Kaiman  and  Family  Best 
wishes  for  a happy  and  healthy  Passover  by  Lily 
Feig 

Libby  and  Stan  Katz  Wishing  you  a very 
happy  and  healthy  Passover  by  Cila  Farber 

Morris  Kimmel  Best  wishes  for  a happy  and 
healthy  Passover  by  Lily  Feig 

Shelli  and  Steven  Kimmel  and  Family  Best 
wishes  for  a happy  and  healthy  Passover  by  Lily 
Feig 

Brenda  and  Nathan  Levine  and  Family  Best 
wishes  for  a happy  and  healthy  Passover  by  Lily 
Feig 

Yoseph  Kovesi  Best  wishes  on  your  special 
birthday  by  Bela  Gelbman 

Issie  Rose  Congratulations  on  reaching  this 
important  milestone  birthday  by  Barb  and  Sid 
Cohen 

Gail  Victor  Mazal  Tov  and  best  wishes  on  your 
special  birthday  by  Yvonne  and  Yehuda  Azuelos 

R’FUAH  SHLEMA: 

Bert  Blevis  by  Barb  and  Sid  Cohen 
Moe  Cardash  by  Ann  Brozovsky 
Moe  Kardish  by  Ethlyn,  Barry  and  Sarah  Agulnik 
Marty  Saslove  by  Lily  Feig;  and  Barb  and  Sid 
Cohen 

The  Foundation  would  like  to  thank  Mur- 
ray Citron  for  a very  generous  donation 
acknowledging  all  those  who  kindly  sent 
cards  and  best  wishes  on  the  occasion  of 
his  special  birthday. 


THE  LODGE  EXPRESSES  ITS  SINCERE  APPRECIATION  FOR  YOUR  KIND  SUPPORT 
AND  APOLOGIZES  FOR  ANY  ERRORS  OR  OMISSIONS.  DUE  TO  SPACE  LIMITATIONS,  THE  WORDING  APPEARING 
IN  THE  BULLETIN  IS  NOT  NECESSARILY  THE  WORDING  WHICH  APPEARED  ON  THE  CARD. 


GIVING  IS  RECEIVING -ATTRACTIVE  CARDS  AVAILABLE  FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS 

Here's  a good  opportunity  to  recognize  an  event  or  convey  the  appropriate  sentiment  to  someone  important  to  you  and  at  the  same  time  support  the  Lodge.  Card  orders  may 
be  given  to  Debra  or  Rhonda  at  728-3900,  extension  111,  9:30  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m.  Monday  to  Thursday,  9:00  a.m.  to  2:00  p.m.  Friday.  You  may  also  e-mail  your  orders  to  dona- 
tions@hillel-ltc.om.  E-mail  orders  must  include  name,  address,  postal  code,  and  any  message  to  person  receiving  the  card;  and,  amount  of  donation,  name,  address  and  postal  code 
of  the  perspn  making  the  donation.  Cards  may  be  paid  for  by  Visa,  Mastercard,  American  Express,  Cheque  or  Cash.  Contributions  are  tax  deductible. 
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Jewish  genealogy  expert  to  speak  in  Ottawa  June  4 


By  John  Diener 
Jewish  Genealogical 
Society  of  Ottawa 
Ron  Arons,  an  interna- 
tionally known  Jewish 
genealogy  scholar  and  an 
expert  on  the  history  of 
Jewish  criminals  on  New 
York’s  Lower  East  Side,  will 
be  in  Ottawa  to  deliver  his 
lecture.  The  Kosher  Nostra  - 
There’s  a Criminal  in  Every 
Jewish  Family. 

Arons  will  speak 
Wednesday,  June  4,  at  7:30 
pm  at  Agudath  Israel.  The 
event  is  sponsored  by  the 
Jewish  Genealogical  Soci- 
ety of  Ottawa. 

Arons  was  one  of  the 
talking  heads  recently  on 
the  PBS  documentary,  The 
Jewish  Americans,  and  is 
currently  touring  North 
America  speaking  at  Jewish 
Genealogical  Society  meet- 
ings and  promoting  his 
book.  The  Jews  of  Sing- 
Sing. 

In  2005,  Arons  received 
a Hackman  Research  Resi- 
dency Award  from  the  New 
York  State  Archives  to  con- 


tinue his  research  into  New 
York’s  Jewish  criminals  and 
he  has  lectured  at  six  annual 
conferences  of  the  Interna- 
tional Association  of  Jewish 
Genealogical  Societies. 
Having  heard  him  at  confer- 
ences in  Washington  and 
New  York,  I can  say  he  is  an 
extremely  entertaining  and 
interesting  speaker. 

Many,  if  not  most,  family 
historians,  spend  their  time 
collecting  names,  places 
and  dates  with  a goal  of 
expanding  their  family  trees 
to  further  back  in  time,  and 
sideways.  Their  ultimate 
goal  is  to  find  as  many  rela- 
tives as  possible. 

Arons’  approach  has 
been  to  concentrate  his 
research  efforts  on  a partic- 
ular individual,  exploring 
his  life  and  examining  why 
he  may  have  acted  the  way 
he  did. 

The  unexpected  and  sur- 
prising result  of  this 
approach  led  him  to  push 
back  his  family  tree  many 
more  generations  and  find 
living  relatives  4ie  never 
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knew  of.  The  approach  is 
general  and  can  be  used  by 
any  family  researcher. 

Arons  has  traced  his  own 
roots  to  England,  Poland, 
Romania,  Ukraine,  Belarus 
and  Lithuania. 

When  he  began  research- 
ing his  own  family,  he  dis^ 
covered  that  his  grandfather 
had  served  time  in  the  infa- 
mous Sing-Sing  Prison, 
which  led  to  his  interest  in 
researching  the  lives  of  Jew- 
ish criminals. 

In  his  presentation, 
Arons  will  provide  some 
‘greatest  hits’  from  three  of 
his  other  presentations: 
Putting  the  Flesh  on  the 
Bone;  The  Jews  of  Sing- 
Sing;  and  Bugsy  Siegel  & 
Meyer  Lansky. 

He'll  explain  how  he  got 
involved  in  researching 
criminals,  discuss  his  re- 
search into  the  thousands  of 
Jews  who  served  time  in 
Sing-Sing  Prison,  ‘up  the 
river’  from  New  York  City, 
and  conclude  with  a review 
of  the  lives  of  Bugsy  Siegel 
and  Meyer  Lansky  - neither 
of  whom  served  time  in 
Sing-Sing  - who  were  life- 
long friends  and  the  men 
behind  the  Fabulous 
Flamingo  Hotel  in  Las 
Vegas. 

During  the  lecture,  he’ll 
discuss  the  various  types  of 
records  available  for  re- 
searching criminals  and 
piecing  together  a person’s 
life,  whether  the  individual 
is  a criminal  or  not. 

The  Jewish  Genealogical 
Society  of  Ottawa  meets 
monthly,  usually  at  the 
Soloway  Jewish  Communi- 
ty Centre. 

At  some  meetings, 
speakers  discuss  topics  of 


interest  to  those  researching 
their  family  trees  while 
other  meetings  are  for 
research  where  the  more 
veteran  members  help  the 
less  experienced  with  their 
research. 

The  society  has  an  exten- 
sive library  of  resource 
materials,  including  one  of 
the  best  collections  of 
Yizkor  books  in  Canada. 
The  society  also  has  a sub- 
scription to  ancestty.com,  a 
resource  for  genealogical 
research  available  for  mem- 
bers to  use  at  the  research 
meetings. 

For  information  on  the 
June  4 event,  or  for  general 
information  on  the  Jewish 
Genealogical  Society  of 
Ottawa,  contact  either 
Hymie  Reichstein  at  613- 
829-5620  or  reichstein@ 
magma.ca;  or  John  Diener  at 
613-828-5366  or  jmdiener 
@rogers.com. 


Ron  Arons,  author  of  The  Jews  of  Sing-Sing,  will  speak 
June  4 to  the  Jewish  Genealogical  Society  of  Ottawa  at 
Agudath  Israel. 
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A new  level  of  professionalis 

n for  the  Ottawa  Community... 

Altemacare  is  committed  to  providing  uniquely  tailored 
and  affordable  health  care  staffing  solutions  to 
individuals  in  their  homes  and  community  health  care 
facilities.  We  create  a sense  of  trust  and  confidence 
with  our  clients  and  their  families,  and  never  lose  sight 
of  our  benchmark  standards  - performance,  reliability 
and  flexibility. 

At  Altemacare,  we  take  the  time  to  get  to  know  our 
clients  and  earn  their  trust  and  the  right  to  care  for  their 
loved  ones. 

Altemacare  professionals  include: 

• Registered  Nurses 

• Registered  Practical  Nurses 

We  recognize  that  a patient’s  needs  don’t  stop  at  the 
end  of  the  business  day.  You  can  reach  an 
Altemacare  representative  24  hours  a day,  7 days  a 
week. 

Call  us  to  experience  a new  level  of 
caring  for  Ottawa... 

Heather  Norris  & Kate  Smith 
613-237-8888  extension  295 

www.alternacare.ca 

• Personal  Support  Workers 
•Homemakers 

• Companions 

• Companions/Sitters 

ALTER^ACARE  k 

SHORK-TANNER&ASSOCIATES 

REAL  ESTATE  APPRAISERS  AND  CONSULTANTS 

148  COLONNADE  ROAD  S.,  SUITE  202,  OTTAWA,  ON  K2E  7R4  | 613-224-8484 


SUBSCRIPTION  LAPSED?  MOVING? 

Don’t  miss  one  issue!  Call  in  to  subscribe  or  with  your  change  of  address  TODAY! 

613-798-4696,  ext.  256 
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Mazul  Tov! 


Engaged! 

Ellie  and  Martin  Black  and  Vicki  and  Marvin  Cliarto  are 
thrilled  to  announce  the  engagement  of  their  children  Andrea 
and  Michael.  Excited  siblings  are  Ashley  Black,  Jodi  and  Mark 
Smith  and  Mitchell  Charto.  Proud  grandparents  are  Belle 
Black,  Linda  deVries  and  Jessie  and  Harry  Abramovitch.  Sadly 
missed  at  this  time  are  Isadore  Black,  Hendrik  deVries, 
Amanda  deVries  Barr  and  Henia  and  Myer  Charto. 


Send  us  your  good  news  ($50  + gst) 
For  more  information  call 
Rhoda  Saslove-Miller 
613-798-4696,  ext.  256 


I’m  Jerry  of  Jerry’s  Hobby  Reg’d 
And  I can  take  “memories  out  of  a box” 

Think  of  all  your  old  photos,  slides,  8mm  & 16mm 
home  movies  in  boxes  in  your  basement. 

“Memories  in  a box”. 

I can  capture  “your  memories”  on  DVD. 

Just  sit  back  and  enjoy  watching 
“your  memories”  on  your  TV  screen 
For  more  information,  I can  be  reached 
at  613-301-4919,  or  at  jerry athome@sympatico.ca 


Sot  a stack  of  used  books? 


Put  them  to  good  use  by 
donating  them  to  the 

Hillel  Academy  Used 
Book  Sale 


Drop-off  box  in  SJCC  lobby 

Book  Sale  on  June  1,  2008 


David 

McGuinty 

Member  of  Parliament 
Ottawa  South 


If  1 can  ever  be  of  assistance  to  you 
with  any  federal  government  matter, 
please  contact  me. 

Constituency  Office  / Bureau  de  Circonscription 
1883.  rue  Bunk  Street  Ottawa  (Ontario)  KIV  7Z9 
Tel/m  (613)990-8640 
Fax  / T6l6c:  (613)  990-2592 
Email  / Courriel:  McGuinty. D@parl.gc.ca 
Web  Site  / Site  Web:  www.davidmcguinlv.com 


Hebrew  University  plans  medical 
research  collaboration  with  uOttawa 


Dr.  Eitan  Yefenof  of  the  Hebrew  University  of  Jerusalem 
spent  two  days  in  Ottawa  planning  potential  collabora- 
tive research  projects  with  uOttawa  doctors. 

(Photo:  Douglas  Guthrie) 


By  Diane  Koven 

Eitan  Yefenof,  chairman 
of  the  Lautenberg  Research 
Center  for  General  and 
Tumour  Immunology  at  the 
Hebrew  University  of 
Jerusalem’s  Faculty  of  Med- 
icine, and  chairman  of  the 
two-year  old  Institute  of 
Medical  Research  (IMR)  at 
the  Faculty  of  Medicine, 
was  in  Ottawa  for  two  days 
recently  meeting  with 
physicians  and  researchers 
to  exchange  ideas  and  plant 
the  seeds  for  collaborative 
work  between  Israel  and 
Canada. 

The  IMR  is  employing  a 
novel,  collaborative  ap- 
proach to  research  aimed  at 
solving  the  mysteries  of 
today’s  complex  diseases. 
Whereas  the  diseases  of  the 
past  were  “simple”  diseases, 
caused  by  one  factor  - a 
virus  or  a parasite  - which 
could  be  isolated  and  stud- 
ied, new  generation  diseases 
are  more  complex  and 
caused  by  many  factors. 

“We  believe  the  time  is 
right  to  integrate  knowledge 
coming  from  many  scientif- 
ic disciplines.  You  can  look 
at  each  of  these  diseases  as 
a big  puzzle  with  many 
pieces,”  said  Yefenof  in  an 
interview  with  the  Bulletin. 
“You  need  to  find  how  the 
pieces  can  fit  together  in 
order  to  solve  the  puzzle  of 
these  diseases." 

The  IMR  aims  to  create 
an  infrastructure  to  encour- 
age interdisciplinary  studies 
where  scientists  will 
exchange  ideas. 

“The  agenda  of  the  new 
institute  for  medical  research 
is  to  multiply  the  impact  on 
biomedical  research  by  a fac- 
tor of  10  to  15  by  encourag- 
ing people  to  work  under 


infrastructures  that  will 
encourage  this  type  of  col- 
laboration ...  the  new  insti- 
tute will  have  six  big  depart- 
ments and  each  department 
will  have  13  to  15  research 
groups,  each  headed  by  a 
group  leader  who  is  an  expert 
in  one  out  of  10  or  12  disci- 
plines,” said  Yefenof. 

“We  are  a basic  research 
institute.  We  don’t  believe 
in  shortcuts.  We  would  like 
to  collaborate  with  clini- 
cians and  people  who  are 
experts  in  using  the  data 
from  the  basic  research 
done  at  the  institute  and 
adapt  it  to  a clinically  useful 
approach.  In  this  regard,  we 


are  lucky  to  be  on  a campus 
of  one  of  the  major  hospi- 
tals in  the  Middle  East 
[Hadassah  Hospital]  and  the 
physical  proximity  allows 
for  this  collaboration.” 
Myma  and  Norman  Bar- 
win  hosted  a dinner  for 
Yefenof  during  his  Ottawa 
visit.  Myma  Barwin  is 
president  of  the  Ottawa 
chapter  of  Canadian  Friends 
of  Hebrew  University 
(CFHU),  which  sponsored 
the  visit.  She  is  also  chair  of 


the  University  of  Ottawa 
Institute  of  Mental  Health 
Research  (IMHR.)  Among 
those  attending  the  dinner 
were  Jacqueun  H'olzman, 
chair  of  the  Ottawa  Hospital 
Research  Institute;  John  | 
Rutherford,  board  member 
of  IMHR;  and  Zul  Merali, 
CEO  of  the  IMHR. 

Yefenof  also  met  with 
Robert  Roberts,  head  of  the 
University  of  Ottawa  Heart 
Institute,  as  well  as  other 
Heart  Institute  doctors, 
including  Haissam  Haddad, 
Martin  Green  and  Richard 
Davies,  to  explore  the 
potential  of  collaborative 
research. 

Yefenof’s  visit  to  Ottawa 
followed  a trip  to  Winnipeg 
where  plans  are  under  way 
to  hold  a CFHU  gala  dinner 
this  month  with  proceeds 
earmarked  for  the  IMR. 
Another  dinner  will  be  held 
in  Vancouver. 

According  to  Shelli 
Kimmel,  director  of  the 
Ottawa  chapter  of  CFHU, 
“It  is  customary  within  our 
organization  that  when  a 
scholar  is  coming  to  a Cana- 
dian city,  or  even  an  Ameri- 
can city,  we  see  if  we  can 
make  use  of  them  in  our 
own  city.” 

The  collaborative  re- 
search model  is  a novel  con- 
cept. 

“We  don’t  think  that 
what  we  do  in  science  and 
in  biomedical  research  be- 
longs to  us,”  said  Yefenof. 
“We  want  to  share  the  suc- 
cess that  we  are  sure  we  will 
have  in  another  10  to  15 
years.” 
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uOttawa  hosts  events  to  celebrate  Yiddish  culture 


Maurice  Schwartz  (Tevya)  and  Miriam  Riselle  (Chava)  in 
“Tevya,”  the  classic  1939  Yiddish  film  to  be  screened 
May  13  at  uOttawa. 


By  Rebecca  Margolis 

University  of  Ottawa 

A series  of  public  events 
that  celebrate  the  richness  of 
Yiddish  culture  are  being 
held  in  conjunction  with  the 
University  of  Ottawa’s  inten- 
sive elementary  Yiddish  lan- 
guage course  that  began 
May  1. 

All  events  are  free  of 
charge  and  open  to  the  com- 
munity. A previous  knowl- 
edge' of  Yiddish  is  not 
required. 

For  cinema  buffs,  the 
Yiddish  Program  is  present- 
ing a Yiddish  film  series  on 
Tuesday  afternoons  at  2:00 
pm. 

The  series  opens  May  6 
with  The  Yiddish  Cinema , a 
documentary  narrated  by 
playwright  David  Mamet, 
and  continues  with  three 
classic  Yiddish  films:  Tevya 
(1939),  renowned  actor/ 
director  Maurice  Schwartz’s 
dramatic  adaptation  of  the 
classic  Sholem  Aleichem 
story  that  was  later  adapted 
into  Fiddler  on  the  Roof  on 
May  13;  American  Match- 


maker/Amerikaner  Shadkhn 
(1940),  a romantic  comedy 
starring  the  ‘Yiddish  Fred 
Astaire,’  Leo  Fuchs  on  May 
20;  and  The  Singing  Black- 
smith/Yankl  der  Schmid 
(1938),  a musical  folk 
operetta  based  on  David  Pin- 
ski's  play  Yankl  der  Schmid, 
featuring  Yiddish  radio  star 
Moishe  Oysher,  on  May  27. 

A program  of  new  Yid- 


dish films,  including  Ottawa 
artist  Sharon  Katz’s  animat- 
ed short  The  Angel's  Foot 
Cake/Der  Fus  Tort  (2005), 
will  conclude  the  series  on 
June  3. 

All  films  will  be  screened 
at  the  University  of  Ottawa’s 
downtown  campus  in  Lam- 
oureux  Hall,  room  219,  at 
145  Jean-Jacques  Lussier. 

Three  other  events  spot- 


light Yiddish  culture,  past 
and  present. 

Anya  Shtemshis,  assis- 
tant professor  of  Yiddish 
language  and  literature  at  the 
University  of  Toronto,  and 
author  of  Soviet  and  Kosher: 
Jewish  Popular  Culture  in 
the  Soviet • Union,  1 923- 
1939,  will  present  a brunch 
lecture,  White  Piano  from 
the  Real  Shtetl:  Nostalgia 
and  Yiddish  culture  in  the 
Post-Soviet  Space. 

Drawing  on  examples 
from  post-Soviet  films,  Jew- 
ish restaurant  menus,  musi- 
cal performances  and  Russ- 
ian-language blogs,  Shtem- 
shis will  discuss  new  trends 
in  contemporary  Russian 
Jewish  life:  How  do  post- 
Soviet  Jews  imagine  their 
roots?  What  aspects  of  East 
European  Jewish  nostalgia 
do  they  cherish?  What  does  it 
mean  for  our  understanding 
of  secular  Jewish  identity? 

The  brunch  lecture  takes 
place  on  Sunday,  May  25, 
10:30  am,  at  the  Soloway 
Jewish  Community  Centre, 
21  Nadolny  Sachs  Private. 

On  Wednesday,  June  4 at 


7:00  pm,  the  Yiddish  Pro- 
gram will  host  a Yiddish 
salon  starring  beloved 
Montreal  performer  Janie 
Respitz.  An  accomplished 
Yiddish  teacher  and  singer, 
Respitz  will  draw  on  her  vast 
repertoire  to  sing  favourite 
Yiddish  songs:  folksongs, 
ballads  and  songs  from  the 
Yiddish  theatre.  The  salon 
takes  place  at  Hillel  House. 
284  Laurier. 

The  Yiddish  Program 
wraps  up  on  Friday,  June  13 
at  10:00  am  with  a student 
performance  and  gradua- 
tion. The  event  will  celebrate 
the  richness  of  Yiddish  cul- 
ture through  song,  theatre 
and  readings  presented  by 
the  student  graduates.  It 
takes  place  at  Simard  Hall, 
room  125,  60  University 
Private,  on  the  University  of 
Ottawa  campus. 

For  more  information  on 
these  programs,  visit  the 
Vered  Jewish  Canadian 
Studies  website  at 
Iinyurl.com/5xn4t3  or  con- 
tact Rebecca  Margolis  at 
rmargoli@uOttawa.ca  or 
613-562-5800  ext.  2955. 


Chuppah 
for  Rent 


Have  you 
been  searching 
for  a nice  Chuppah 
at  a reasonable  cost? 
Well  look  no  further!! 

This  is  a one-of-a-kind, 
hand-crafted  Chuppah. 

Price  includes 
delivery,  setup, 
take-away 
and  a white  canopy. 

NOTE: 

The  flowers  and  tulle 
shown  in  the  picture 
are  not  included. 

$350 

www.randrarchcreations.ca 

email:  reidb@storm.ca 
phone:  613-445-0838 


Gerald  Tulchinsky  launches  new 
book  on  Canadian  Jewish  history 


By  Maxine  Miska 
SJCC  director 
of  programming 

The  Greenberg  Families 
Library  will  host  the  launch 
of  Queen’s  University  histori- 
an Gerald  Tulchinsky  s new 
book,  Canada  s Jews:  A Peo- 
ple’s Journey  on  Monday, 
May  5,  7:30  pm,  at  the 
Soloway  JCC. 

Tulchinsky  is  professor 
emeritus  in  the  Department  of 
History  at  Queen’s  and  the 
author  of  two  other  books  on 
the  Canadian  Jewish  experi- 
ence: Taking  Root:  The  Ori- 
gins of  the  Canadian  Jewish 
Community  (1992)  and 
Branching  Out:  The  Transfor- 
mation of  the  Canadian  Jew- 
ish Community  ( 1 998). 

Tulchinsky’s  work  ex- 
plores the  distinctiveness  of 
the  Canadian  Jewish  identity, 
which  was  forged  by  two  sep- 
arate historical  processes:  the 
experience  of  immigration 
and  the  transformation  of 
Canada  from  a British-orient- 
ed dominion  to  a North  Amer- 
ican multicultural  nation. 

In  describing  his  conclu- 


sions, Tulchinsky  writes: 
“My  research  led  me  to  con- 
clude that  Canadian  Jewry  is 
in  many  ways  distinctive 
from  its  sister  community  in 
the  United  States.  Canada’s 
historical  development  as  a 
British  country,  as  an  experi- 
ment in  binational  gover- 
nance with  a dual  French  and 
English  Canadian  culture  and 
identity,  and,  until  recent 
years,  an  underdeveloped 
sense  of  nationhood  com- 
bined to  produce  a communi- 
ty that  evolved  in  its  own  way 
according  to  co-ordinates  that 
are  especially  Canadian.’’ 
Canada  s Jews  covers  the 
240-year  period  from  the 


beginnings  of  the  Jewish 
community  in  Canada  in  the 
1760s  to  the  present,  docu- 
menting the  establishment 
and  renewal  of  Jewish  culture 
and  religion  in  Canada  and 
the  Jewish  experience  with 
the  labour  movement  and 
with  anti-Semitism  as  it 
offers  reflections  on  the  Jew- 
ish experience  as  it  relates  to 
Canadian  history. 

Tulchinsky  will  read  from 
Canada  s Jews,  answer  ques- 
tions about  Canadian  Jewish 
history  and  sign  books. 

For  more  information, 
contact  Maxine  Miska  at 
613-798-9818,  ext.  263  or 
mm  iska@jccotta  wa.  com . 


Provincial  Table  Pads 

custom  made 

for  your  dining  room  table 

and  all  tables 


Call:  Chava 
at  613-247-3334 

Serving  the  Ottawa  market! 
for  over  20  years 


Seniors  Zrip  to 
Montreal 

visit 

THE  BIODOME 

and...  _ 

A NEW 

...THE  9 

OLYMPIC  TOWER 

YIDDISH- 

jr 

SPEAKING 

GROUP 

i m 

isf;„^ 

Wednesday 
May  14,  2008 

cost:  $35 

includes  entrance, 
transportation, 
and  snack 

STARTING... 

take  a trip 
to  Montreal 
to  see 


SUNDAY 
June  22,  2008 

presented  by  The 

Dora  Wasserman 
Yiddish  Theatre 

cost:  $40 

includes  show  & 
transportation 


For  more  information,  please  contact 
Shaina  or  Rita  at  (6 1 3)  722-2225 
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Eligibility 


( fj 


Mission  to  Israel  & UJC  General  Assembly 

November  10-  19,  2008 

Join  the  Ottawa  community 
leadership  on  this  unforgettable 
journey.  Tour  Jerusalem,  the  Dead 
Sea  Region,  Tel  Aviv  and  the  Golan 
Heights  with  political,  military  and 
academic  experts.  Be  part  of 
Israel's  60th  birthday  celebration. 


Ground  only  $2,000'  based  on  double 
occupancy.  Includes  hotels,  most 
meals,  guides,  gratuities,  and  General 
Assembly  Registration  Fee.  Single 
supplement  51,300'. 

This  mission  reflects  a SI, 500  national 
travel  subsidy  from  UIA  Federations 
Canada. 

Prices  are  subject  to  a 1 0%  fluctuation 


T r- ' — r 

1 v -7  >7,, 


■— 


• Minimum  individual  gift  you  the  Jewish 
Federation  of  Ottawa's  2008  Annual 
Campaign  of  51,800. 

Registration  Deadline 

May  30,  2008 


INFO  NIGHT 
Thursday,  May  22 
at  7 pm 

For  more  information,  please  contact 
Jack  Silverstein  at  613.798.4696  ext.  246 
or  email  jsilverstein@jewishottawa.com 
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Legendary  actor  and  folksinger  Theodore  Bikel  (left,  at  microphone)  performs  with 
the  Zamir  Choral  in  recent  Israel  @ 60  concert  at  Carnegie  Hall  in  New  York  City. 

(Photo:  Rachel  Banai) 


Israel  @ 60  celebrated 
at  Carnegie  Hall 


(JTA)  - Israel’s  60th 
anniversary  was  marked 
recently  with  a celebratory 
concert  at  New  York’s 
Carnegie  Hall  featuring  the 
Zamir  Choral,  under  the 
direction  of  Matthew  Lazar, 
along  with  such  notables  as 
legendary  folksinger  and 
actor  Theodore  Bikel,  Deb- 
bie Friedman  and  Cantors 
Jacob  Mendelson,  Alberto 
Mizrahi  and  Lorna  Wallach. 

“We  assembled  an  unpar- 
alleled group  of  well-known 


performers  and  singers  to 
participate,”  Lazar  said. 

“It's  our  way  of  musically 
showing  our  support  and 
connection  to  Israel  at  this 
important  milestone  in  the 
state’s  existence.” 

The  concert  told  the  story 
of  Israel  through  the  music 
and  texts  of  the  Jewish 
people. 

It  began  with  the  voice  of 
the  Israel’s  first  prime  minis- 
ter, David  Ben-Gurion,  pro- 
claiming the  creation  of  the 


state  in  1947  and  the  open- 
ing section  of  New  York 
composer  David  Burger’s 
moving  “Megillat  Ha’Atz- 
maut.” 

The  program  also  fea- 
tured the  premiere  of  several 
selections  by  Israeli  and 
American  composers  written 
especially  for  the  event,  as 
well  as  a musical  tribute  to 
the  memory  of  Noam  Shud- 
ofsky,  a board  member  of 
the  Zamir  Choral  Founda- 
tion. 


Pesach  at  Merivale  High 

Irv  Osterer  reports  that  Jewish  students  at  Merivale  High  School  prepared  for 
Pesach  with  “a  chocolate  seder,  led  by  Bram  Bregman,  director  of  NCSY.  Bram 
runs  similar  programs  for  Jewish  activity  groups  at  schools  throughout  the 
Ottawa  region.  He  did  an  outstanding  job  of  relaying  Passover’s  message  of  free- 
dom to  all  who  attended." 


JARDINS  RIDEAU  GARDENS 

Retirement  Residence 


SUITES  AVAILABLE  ON  OUR  SECURE 
ASSISTED  CARE  FLOOR 


Treat  yourself  to  comfort  and  security  in  an 
environment  where  you  can  enjoy  all  the 
attentions  for  which  Jardins  Rideau  Gardens 
is  known. 

* Guaranteed  rate  for  life  available 

• Respite,  convalescent  and  trial  stays 

• Link  to  library 

* Studio,  1 and  2 bedroom 

Open  home  every  Saturday  and  Sunday,  11:00  an  • 3:00  pm 
240  Friel  Street.  Ottawa  (at  the  corner  of  Rideau] 


For  more  information 


Allegro 


WE  CARE 
SO 


Hillel  Academy  and  teachers 
reach  agreement 
after  one-day  lockout 


Hillel  Academy  teachers  spent  one  day  on  the  picket  lines  April  15,  locked  out  by  the 
day  school’s  board.  Contract  negotiations  continued  and  a settlement  was  quickly 
reached  and  ratified.  Teachers  were  back  in  Hillel  classrooms  the  next  day. 

(OJB  photo:  Michael  Regenstreif) 
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JEWISH 
FEDERATION 
OF  OTTAWA 


Employment  Opportunity 

The  Jewish  Federation  of  Ottawa 
is  seeking  a full  time 

Director  of  Planning 


Responsibilities  include: 

• Long  term  planning  • Program  evaluation 
• Community  allocations  • Inter-agency  relations 

For  a full  job  profile  see  www.jewishottawa.com 

Please  submit  confidential  resumes 
By  May  31,  2008  to: 

President,  Jewish  Federation  of  Ottawa 
21  Nadolny  Sachs  Private 
Ottawa,  Ontario  K2A  1 R9 

Fax:  613-798-  4695 
or  email:  careers@jewishottawa.com 

Only  those  candidates  selected  for  an  interview 
will  be  contacted. 


Los  Badasikas  ensemble 
May  concert  postponed 


The  May  6 concert  by  Sephardic 
music  ensemble  Los  Badasikas  at 
the  National  Art  Centre  Fourth 
Stage  (highlighted  in  the  April  21 
Bulletin)  has  been  postponed  while 


one  of  its  members  recovers  from 
pneumonia. 

The  group  hopes  to  soon 
announce  a new  date  for  the  con- 
cert. 


m 

BLOOMFIELDS 


101  Fourth  Avenue 

613-230-6434 


FLOWERS 


www.  bloom  fieldsflowers.com 


May  11-  Mother’s  Day 


A wonderful  selection  of 
gorgeous  arrangements 
and  bouquets  for  Mom. 

Call  now  or  drop  in  to 
choose  a truly  unique 
piece-  she  SO  deserves  it! 


%h&  50th  c of 

cEonftefatioiv  'ifteih  Shalom' 


''Undm  the*  jialianaqa  sdA).  Sc  nut/i  Jieiman 

You  are  cordially  invited  to  attend 


Wednesday,  June  18,  2008 
6:00  P.M. 

151  Chapel  street 
Ottawa 


£ Somfdimentaitf 
VaLet  9>attuiuj 
Convetf:  S57.  / / 
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Lecture  series  examines 
interaction  of  music  and  politics 


By  Maxine  Miska 
SJCC  director 
of  programming 

For  the  past  nine  years, 
Jean-Jacques  Van  Vlasselaer 
has  illuminated  the  world  of 
classical  music  to  audiences 
in  the  hushed  confines  of  the 
Soloway  JCC  Social  Hall  as 
part  of  the  Music  Apprecia- 
tions Series  of  the  Greenberg 
Families  Library. 

This  spring.  Van  Vlasse- 
laer has  expanded  the  scope 
of  his  lectures  by  linking 
musical  styles  with  the  polit- 
ical context  in  which  they 
arose.  In  the  four-part  series. 
Music  and  Society , he  is 


explaining  the  interaction  of 
music  and  politics  from  the 
period  of  the  troubadours  to 
the  modern  era. 

The  series,  which  began 
April  30,  takes  place  at  1:30 
pm  on  Wednesday  after- 
noons. Van  Vlasselaer's 
upcoming  lectures  include: 
The  Awakening  and  'Soft' 
Nationalism  'on  May  7; 
‘ Hard ' Nationalism  on  May 
14;  and  Music  and  Today's 
Ideologies  on  May  21. 

Van  Vlasselaer  is  a profes- 
sor of  linguistics  and  a spe- 
cial adviser  to  the  vice-presi- 
dent, Research  and  Interna- 
tional, at  Carleton  University. 


Shawn  Marmer  new 
principal  of  OTTAS 


Ottawa  Talmud  Torah 
Afternoon  School  (OTTAS) 
has  announced  that  Shawn 
Marmer  will  be  the  school’s 
new  principal  in  the  upcom- 
ing school  year. 

Marmer  succeeds  Tal 
Gilboa,  who  has  retired  after 
eight  years  as  OTTAS  princi- 
pal and  another  five  as  a 
teacher. 

Formerly  a teacher  at  Hil- 
lel  Academy,  Marmer  has  a 
broad  background  in  educa- 
tion and  is  currently  a learn- 
ing support  teacher  at  Broad- 
view Public  School.  Shawn 
received  his  B.Ed.  Education 
Magna  Cum  Laude  from  the 
University  of  Ottawa  in  1991 
and  has  strengthened  his 
background  with  special 
education  courses  and  by 
obtaining  the  Principal’s 
Qualification  Parts  1 and  2. 

Marmer  is  married  to  Bar- 
bara Blevis  and  they  have 
been  involved  with  activities 
at  Agudath  Israel  Congrega- 
tion and  Camp  Gesher.  His 
older  son,  Benjamin,  is  a 
graduate  of  OTTAS,  while  his 
younger  son,  Kevin,  is  cur- 
rently enrolled  in  Grade  5. 

With  more  than  80  years  of 
excellence  in  Jewish  educa- 
tion, OTTAS  serves  the  needs 
of  those  who  believe  in  public 
education  for  their  children, 
and  have  a strong  commit- 
ment to  Jewish  values  in  the 
home,  synagogue  and  com- 
munity. The  school’s  curricu- 
lum - from  Junior  Kinder- 


«lj  kc-tech 


DJ  services 
Kelly  Coughlin 

613.794.BI64 

tKMcht&tvmpotico.co 

uiuJUJ.hc-techsolutloos.ccwTVdjkctech 


He  is  also  a music  critic  for 
Le  Droit , and  has  written 
many  cultural  reviews  and 
major  articles  for  the  Ency- 
clopedia of  Music  of  theXXth 
Century.  Van  Vlasselaer  reg- 
ularly delivers  pre-concert 
lectures  at  the  National  Arts 
Centre,  in  both  English  and 
French. 

He  has  received  numerous 
decorations  for  his  cultural 
involvement  and  is  particu- 
larly recognized  for  his  work 


on  Holocaust-related  matters. 

The  cost  for  SJCC  and 
Greenberg  Families  Library 
members  is  S36  for  the 
series  or  $ 1 2 per  lecture.  For 
non-members  it  is  $48  for 
the  series  or  $15  per  lecture. 
Tickets  are  available  at  the 
front  desk  of  the  Soloway 
JCC. 

For  more  information, 
call  the  Greenberg  Families 
Library  at  613-798-9818, 
ext.  245. 


TODAY  IS  A GOOD  DAY 

TO  MAKE  THINGS  SIMPLER 

One  stop  shopping  for  all  your  insurance  and  investment  needs. 
I can  help. 


# 6 

r/i 1 


Diane  Koven  B.A.  (Hons.|  cfp  cdfa 
613-728-1223  .,.2235 

d iane.koven(f>sun  I ife.co  m 
:j  vrwv7.sunllfe.ca/diane.k0ven 
400-865  Carling  Ave. 

Ottawa  K1S  5S8 

Sun  ^SSr,-‘ 

Life  Financial 

yyiU»Ansare«C£rTipanyc40r«di  2001 


garten  to  Grade  8 - includes 
an  innovative,  internationally 
recognized  Hebrew  acquisi- 
tion program,  as  well  as  the 
study  of  laws  and  customs, 
Jewish  history  and  Israel. 

OTTAS  students  are 
given  the  tools  to  acquire  a 
sound  knowledge  of  Jewish 
identity,  and  its  importance, 
and  are  well  prepared  for 
their  Bar  and  Bat  Mitzvahs. 
These  students  come  from 
throughout  the  region:  from 
Carp  to  Orleans,  Aylmer  to 
Osgoode,  and  even 
Brockviile.  Though  their 
Judaic  observances  and 
backgrounds  vary,  OTTAS 
creates  an  environment 
where  all  are  welcome. 

For  more  information  on 
OTTAS,  including  registra- 
tion forms,  visit  ottas.ca  or 
call  Marmer  at  613-226- 
3229  or  613-722-8827. 


tamir  Judaic  Outreach  Programs 

VJU'  May  - June  2008 

Jl  Adele  Horwitz,  Judaic  Program  Leader  • 613-592-8365 

A V.  Alison  Caplan,  Judaic  Administrative  Assistant  • 613-725-3519 

Date 

Program 

Place 

Time 

Every  2nd  Monday 
May  12,  26;  June  9,  23 

Beth  Y’vrit  HebrewClass 
Tal  Palgi  RSVP  Erin  Morley 

31  Van  Lang 
613  851-4572 

6:45  - 7:45 

Wednesdays 

Advanced  Judaic  Studies 
Adele  Horwitz 

Day  Program 
11  Nadolny  Sachs 

5:45  - 6:45 

Wednesdays 

Joys  of  Judaism 

Adele  Horwitz/Leo  Lightstone 

Day  Program 
11  Nadolny  Sachs 

6:45  - 7:45 

Thursdays 

Sing  and  Play  Along 
Adele  Horwitz 

842  Broadview 

4:00  - 5:00 

Thursdays 

Yiddishkeit  Delights 
Adele  Horwitz 

840  Broadview 

5:00  - 5:30 

Thursdays 

Tamir  Choir 
Cantor  Benlolo 

Day  Program 
1 1 Nadolny  Sachs 

6:15-7:15 

Thursday 
May  8 

Choir  Performance 
Tulip  Festival 

Major’s  Hill  Park 

1:00-3:00 

Sunday 
May  11 

Lag  B-Omer 
RSVP  Alison  Caplan 

Rideau  Regional  Centre 
Smiths  Falls 

11:00-3:00 

Friday 
May  23 

Community’  Shabbat 
RSVP  Alison  Caplan 

Day  Program 
1 1 Nadolny  Sachs 

5:30  -7:30 

Sunday 
June  1 

UJA  Walk-a-thon 

SCJJ  Campus 

9:30-12:00 

Sunday  June  15 
Monday  June  16 
Tuesday  June  17 

KINUS  Conference 
Tamir/Reena  Co-hosts 

Toronto 

(Various  Venues) 

Various 

Thursday 
June  19 

Choir  Year  End  Celebrations 

Day  Program 
1 1 Nadolny  Sachs 

6:15-7:15 

Sunday 
June  22 

Shavuot 

RSVP  Alison  Caplan 

Rideau  Regional  Centre 
Smiths  Falls 

11:00-3:00 

Wednesday 
June  25 

Joys  of  Judaism/Judaic  Studies 
Year  End  Celebrations 

Day  Program 
11  Nadolny  Sachs 

5:45-6:45 

Thursday 
June  26 

Tamir  Annual  General  Meeting 

Agudath  Israel 
1400  Coldrey  Ave 

7:00-9:00 

The  Judaic  studies  program  will  be  closed  for  the  summer  break  in  July  and  August. 
Community  Shabbat  and  Rideau  Regional  Centre  visits  will  continue  over  the  summer  months. 

See  you  in  September. 
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DEANNA  LATSON  is  an  internationally  recognized  wellness  educator,  a Clinically  Certified  Nutritionist  and  a member 
of  both  the  Wellness  Council  of  America  and  the  Physicians  Committee  for  Responsible  Medicine.  Deanna  holds  a 
Masters  Degree  from  San  Francisco  State  University,  where  she  also  taught  for  five  years,  and  is  working  toward  her 
doctorate  in  Naturopathy. 


^ Celebrating  our  first  10  years  ^ 


As  part  of  our  10th  Anniversary  Festivities 

we  are  pleased  to  present 

DEANNA  LATSON,  m.a.,  c.c.n. 

EAT  RIGHT.  FEEL  GOOD.  WORK  GREAT!™ 

Thursday,  May  15  * 7:30  pm 

Soloway  JCC  • 21  Nadolny  Sachs  Private  • www.jccottawa.com 

FREE  FOR  MEMBERS  • NON-MEMBERS  $20  / REFRESHMENTS  WILL  BE  SERVED 

For  more  information  please  contact  Gustavo  Rymberg  at  613.798.9818  ext.  271 
or  grymberg@jccottawa.com  • wwwjccottawa.com 
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MUSIC  APPRECIATION 
SERIES  MUSIC  AND  SOCIETY 


• 5.,,.  : 

Noted  music  critic, 

Professor  Jean-Jacques  Van  Vlasselaer 

LECTURES  WITH  MUSICAL  EXCERPTS 

April  30  From  the  Troubadour  to  Enlightenment 

May  7 The  Awakening  and  "Soft"  Nationalism 

May  14  "Hard"  Nationalism 

May  21  Music  and  Today's  Ideologies 


LECTURES  WILL  TAKE  PLACE  AT  1:30  PM  ON  WEDNESDAY 
AFTERNOONS  IN  THE  SOLOWAY  JCC  SOCIAL  HALL 

Soloway  JCC  and  Greenberg  Families  Library  Members 
$36/4  lectures  • $12/lecture 
Non-members  $48/4  lectures  • $15/lecture 

TICKETS  AVAILABLE  AT  THE  SOLOWAY  JCC  FRONT  DESK 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT  THE  GREENBERG  FAMILIES 
LIBRARY  AT  613-798-9818  EXT.  245  OR  LIBRARY  -iJCCOTTAWA.COM 


THE  GREENBERG  FAMILIES  LIBRARY  PRESENTS 


CANADA'S  JEWS: 


A People's  Journey  by  Gerald  Tulchinsky, 
professor  emeritus,  Department  of  History, 
Queen's  University 

r Y 


Meet  one  of  the  leading  authors  and  histori- 
ans on  the  Jewish  legacy  in  Canada.  Dr. 
Tulchinsky  will  read  from  his  new  book  and 
discuss  Canadian  Jewish  history. 

J 

Monday,  May  5 • 7:30  pm 
Soloway  JCC 

FREE  EVENT  • EVERYONE  IS  WELCOME 

For  more  information  please  contact 
Maxine  Miska  at  613-798-9818 
ext.  263  or  mmiska@jccottawa.com 
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SPORTS  BREAKFAST 
OF  CHAMPIONS 


SHARON  KOFFMAN  MEMORIAL  ATHLETIC  AWARD:  Recognizes  outstanding  sportsmanship, 
participation  and  dedication  to  personal  goals  of  excellence  by  a university-level  varsity  athlete. 

JACK  GOLDFIELD  MEMORIAL  AWARD  FOR  YOUTH  ATHLETICS:  Given  to  two  high  school  students 
in  recognition  of  their  achievement,  participation  and  organizational  involvement  in  athletics  during  the 
past  year. 

THE  IRVING  "SHAPS"  SHAPERO  ATHLETIC  AWARD:  In  recognition  of  long  term  contributions  to 
sport  and  recreation  as  a participant  and  an  organizer. 

THE  B'NAI  BRITH  CANADA  PARLIAMENT  LODGE  N°2159  GRADUATING  STUDENT  ATHLETIC 
ACHIEVEMENT  AWARD:  Given  to  two  graduating  high  school  students  for  outstanding  athletic 
achievement  throughout  his  or  her  high  schools  years. 

LOU  HONIGMAN  AWARD:  Presented  to  a local  Jewish  athlete  who.  on  account  of  his  or 

her  perseverance,  courage,  ability  and  strength  of  character,  distinguishes  him  or  herself  in  a local 

sporting  activity. 

NOAH  CANTOR  MIDDLE  SCHOOL  ATHLETIC  AWARD:  Presented  to  a male  and  a female  student 
for  outstanding  athletic  achievement  during  the  past  school  year  (grade  7 & 8) 

JOE  ZELIKOVITZ  MEMORIAL  ATHLETIC  AWARD:  Presented  to  the  most  improved  skier 
or  snowboarder  in  this  year's  JCC  ski  and  snowboarding  program. 

OTTAWA  JEWISH  SPORTS  HALL  OF  FAME  INDUCTEES: 

ATHLETES  CATEGORY  - Nominees  must  be  retired  from  his/her  given  sport  for  4 years.  Must  have 
participated  at  an  elite  level  within  his/her  discipline  of  athletics. 

BUILDERS  CATEGORY  - Individuals  that  have  demonstrated  sustained  effort  in  coaching  or  administra- 
tion of  sports  or  athletics  within  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Community. 


NOMINATIONS,  SHALL  BE  SUBMITTED  TO  THE  SELECTION  COMMITTEE  IN 
WRITING  BY  MONDAY,  MAY  12.  FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT 
JON  BRAUN  AT  613-798-9818  EXT.  267  OR  JBRAUN@JCCOTTAWA.COM 


Israel’s  National  Memorial  Day 

for  the  Fallen  Soldiers  and  the  Victims  of  Terror 

Tuesday,  May  6, 2008  • 7:30  pm 

Soloway  JCC  • 21  Nadolny  Sachs  Private 


Yom  Ha’atzmaut  - Flag  Raising  Ceremony 
Thursday,  May  8, 2008  • 11:15  am 

Major  Hill  Park  - Main  Stage  - part  of  the  Tulip  Festival 

With  the  participation  of  students  from  Hillel  Academy, 

Torah  Academy  and  Yitzhak  Rabin  High  School. 


r 


For  more  information  please  contact  Penni  Namer 
at  613.798,9818  ext.  243  or  pnamer@jccottawa.com 


SOLOWAY  JCC 


SPORTS  BREAKFAST  OF  CHAMPIONS 


9 
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SOLOWAY  JCC  ^ 


Celebrating  our  first  10  years  ^ 


m 


DON'T  "PASS"  UP 
THIS  OPPORTUNITY 


WEDNESDAY,  MAY  28,  2008 
5:00  - 8:30  PM  • SOLOWAY  JCC 
REGISTRATION  DEADLINE:  MAY  20 


JOIN  THE  SOLOWAY  JCC’S  FIRST  ANNUAL  BRIDGE 
TOURNAMENT. 

Proceeds  in  support  of  SJCC  "Send  a Kid  to  Camp”  Program 

DOOR  PRIZES,  DINNER  AND  RAFFLE 

REGISTRATION:  $36 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  AND  REGISTRATION  PLEASE  CONTACT  ANNE  8ENEDEK  • 613.798.9818  EXT.  266 
OR  ABENEDEK@JCCOTTAWA.COM  • VISIT  OUR  WEBSITE  AT  WWW.JCCOTTAWA.COM 


a*'* 


Page  24  - Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  - May  5,  2008 


VOLUNTEER 

CORNER 


Volunteer  Corner  is  courtesy  of  the  Jewish  Federation 
of  Ottawa.  All  beneficiary  agencies  are  invited 
to  list  their  volunteer  opportunities. 

Volunteer  Opportunities 

JEWISH  FAMILY  SERVICES 

Can  YOU  make  the  difference? 

If  so,  Lisa  Bogdonov,  Volunteer  Coordinator 
of  the  Thelma  Steiriman  Seniors  Support  Services  unit, 
would  love  to  hear  from  you:  • 

613.722.2225,  ext.  327  or  Lbogdonov^j fsottawa.com. 

Transportation:  Drivers  are  always  needed  to  transport  seniors  to 
and  from  medical  appointments,  social  opportunities,  grocery  shop- 
ping, and  the  like 

Kosher  Meals  on  Wheels:  Drivers  who  can  deliver  on  short  notice 
arc  always  at  a premium.  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays. 

Friendly  visiting:  Requests  come  in  constantly  from  family  mem- 
bers needing  a visitor  for  a shut-in.  Weekly,  bi-weekly  or  ad-hoc  oppor- 
tunities are  waiting  to  be  filled  by  someone  with  a little  time  and  a lot 
of  heart.  Chat  over  coffee,  take  in  a show,  go  bowling  ...  the  opportuni- 
ties are  only  as  limited  as  your  imagination. 

TeleShaloni:  We  are  currently  seeking  volunteers  to  place  weekday 
morning  reassurance  calls  to  isolated  seniors.  Each  call  takes  approxi- 
mately 2-3  minutes  and  can  be  done  from  your  home,  office  or  cell 
phone. 

Presenters:  JFS  hosts  several  monthly  seniors’  luncheon  programs. 
We  are  always  on  the  lookout  for  specialists,  artists,  musicians  and  oth- 
ers who  can  present  for  about  45  minutes  in  exchange  for  a hot  lunch  in 
great  company. 

Share  your  expertise:  From  time  to  time,  we  receive  requests  for 
things  like  filling  out  forms,  putting  up  a Sukkah,  changing  dishes  for 
Passover,  and  the  like.  If  you  have  an  expertise  to  share  with  someone 
in  need,  please  let  us  know. 

Making  connections  - Gutten  Tog  Program:  Many  Jewish  seniors 
live  in  non-Jcwish  long-term  care  facilities,  with  no  connections  to  the 
community.  Help  them  know  we  haven’t  forgotten  them  with  a visit 
once  a week,  every  other  week,  once  a month,  or  for  a Jewish  holiday. 

Miriam's  Well:  This  monthly  distribution  program  requires  helpers 
to  pack  and  hand  out  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  on  the  1st  Monday  of 
every  month. 

THE  BESS  AND  MOE  GREENBERG 
FAMILY  HILLEL  LODGE 

Volunteers  needed  for ... 

• Thirsty?  Serve  drinks  to  residents  every  day  at  11:30  am.  A 
half  hour  gets  you  lots  of  smiles! 

• Free  on  Fridays?  Oneg  Shabbat  every  week  at  10:30  am  and 
bingo  at  2:00  pm  - come  join  us! 

• Cashiers  needed  to  help  in  the  cafe  at  lunch  ( 1 1 :45  am  to  1 :30 
pm  Monday  to  Friday) 

• Student  Special:  Your  gain  is  our  gain:  Do  your  community 
hours  helping  our  residents!  Daily  or  weekly,  at  a time  that  suits  you! 
University  Students  welcome  (please  note:  children  under  the  age  of  14 
require  adult  accompaniment). 

• Culture  maven?  Accompany  our  residents  to  museums,  concerts 
and  plays!  (Wednesday  and  Thursday  afternoons) 

• Tuesday  Special:  Enjoy  our  special  events  every  week  at  2:15 

pm! 

• Shopping  experts?  Have  Fun! Accompany  residents  to  shop- 
ping at  a mall  (Monday  mornings)! 

• Special  mitzvah  anyone?  Bring  a resident  to  Shabbos  services 
(Saturdays  at  9:15  am)  and  enjoy  the  fantastic  Oneg  with  friends!  Great 
cholent! 

• Post-retirement  planning?  Put  Hillel  Lodge  volunteering  in 
your  plan!  Residents  welcome  visitors,  program  assistance,  all  kinds  of 
options!  Pick  a day.  a time  of  day.  a type  of  event  - whatever  suits  your 
schedule!  Try  it  out  now! 

Community  hours  in  the  summer?  High  school  students,  get 
your  hours  completed  by  volunteering  at.  Hillel  Lodge  during  the  sum- 
mer months! 

To  inquire  further,  please  call  613-728-3900  ext.  191 
or  email  judithw(g>hillel-ltc.com 
Students  welcome  (please  note: 

children  under  the  age  of  14  require  adult  accompaniment) 


David  Malecki  conducts  Musica  Ebraica  at  a recent  concert. 


(Photo:  Sylvia  Klein) 


Musica  Ebraica  sings  June  1 at 
Carleton’s  Kailash  Mital  Theatre 


By  Minda  Wershof 
Musica  Ebraica 

Musica  Ebraica  will  sing 
Jewish  music  from  around 
the  world  in  From  Babylon 
to  Berlin,  from  Barcelona  to 
Broadway , a musical  jour- 
ney through  the  many  lands 
where  Jews  have  lived  over 
the  centuries,  on  June  1,  at 
Carleton  University’s  Kai- 
lash Mital  Theatre. 

Among  the  selections  to 
be  featured  are  haunting 


Shabbat  songs  from  ancient 
Babylon,  liturgical  fa- 
vourites by  19th  century 
Berlin  and  London  cantors, 
Yiddish  musical  theatre 
pieces,  an  unusual  1 8th  cen- 
tury setting  of  “Adon 
Olam,”  and  music  by  Cana- 
dian composer  Srul  Irving 
Glick. 

As  well,  Israeli  com- 
posers will  be  showcased  in 
honour  of  Israel’s  60th 
anniversary  as  the  modem 


Elegant  piano  for  all  occasions 

• Weddings/engagement  parties 

• Bar/Bat  Mitzvah 

• Private  parties  Dr  L'S  MUSIC 

Larry  Tarof 

613-592-8968  • pianoman@dr-l-music.com 
profiled  on  CJOH  “Regional  Contact” 
yvebsite:  n>wn>.  dr-l-ntusic.  com 


i -oiiiers*  Tosi  ^ 

Do  you  know  any  newcomers  to  Ottawa? 

The  Ladies’  Reception  Committee  would  like  to 
welcome  new  women  at  our  semi-annual  tea 

Sunday,  May  25 
2:30-4:30  pm 

at  the  home  of  Naomi  Lipsky  Cracower 
21  Nanaimo  Drive 

A wonderful  way  of  meeting  others  in  our  community. 

If  you  are  a newcomer  to  the  Ottawa  Jewish  community, 
or  if  you  know  someone  who  is,  please  call 

Sarah  Silverstein  at  613-823-9674 


Social  get-together  • No  solicitation 


r 


Jewish  homeland. 

Musica  Ebraica  is 
thrilled  to  have  been  invited 
to  participate  in  the  presti- 
gious North  American  Jew- 
ish Choral  Festival  taking 
place  July  11  to  15  in  Ker- 
honsken,  New  York. 

Now  in  its  19th  year,  the 
festival  hosts  more  than  500 
avid  singers,  composers  and 
conductors,  from  North 
America  and  abroad,  who 
introduce  new  music  and 
provide  educational  work- 
shops and  choral  practice. 

Participating  in  this 
exciting  musical  forum  is  a 
great  honour  for  the  mem- 
bers of  Musica  Ebraica  and 
the  proceeds  from  the  con- 
cert at  Carleton  will  be  used 
to  defray  travel  costs  to  the 
choral  festival. 

Musica  Ebraica  per- 
forms Sunday,  June  1,  at 
7:00  pm  at  the  Kailash 
Mital  Theatre  (formerly 
Alumni  Theatre)  at  Carleton 
University. 

There  is  free  parking 
near  the  theatre. 

Tickets  are  $15  and  $10 


in  advance  and  $18  and  $13 
at  the  door.  Children  under 
12  are  free. 

Tickets  are  available  at 
rnttsicaebraica.ca,  by  e-mail 
at  marshblack@gmail.com 
or  by  phone  at  613-224- 
7073. 

fGoldstein^ 
Brothers 
l Limited ) 

Repairs, 

Installations, 

Electrical 

Maintenance 

Rapid  Service 
Reasonable  Rates 

Master  Electrician 
Lie  #7001419 

Tel:  613-737-9722 
Cell:  613-229-5685 

Call  Frank 
^ anytime  j 


Jeff  Greenberg 

Sales  Representative 

^■■iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 

ROYAL  LePAGE 
■MWIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 
Tram  Realty 

200-1335  Carling  Avenue 
Ottawa,  Ontario  K1Z8N8 
Phone:  61S- 725-11 71 
Private  Fax  613-248-4781 
Toll  Free:  1-800-307-1545 
Email  greenje@magmaca 


Top  1%  Net  anally 

www.jeffreygreenberg.com 


Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  - May  5,  2008  - Page  25 


Wisse  points  to  choice  between  power  and  ethics 


Jews  and  Power 
By  Ruth  R.  Wisse 
Schocken/Random  House 
Hardcover,  2007 
256  pages 

What  can  a literary  historian  like  Ruth  R.  Wisse  bring  to 
a topic  usually  dealt  with  by  political  historians  and  social 
scientists?  In  this  case:  everything. 

The  attitudes  of  even  the  most  secular  of  Jews  have  been 
influenced  by  more  than  2,500  years  of  intense  study  and  dis- 
pute centring  on  the  great  books  of  Jewish  tradition.  Wisse 
knows  this  literature,  understands  the  issues  and  lays  bare  the 
basic  tension  between  tradition  and  the  pressures  of  survival 
and  existence  for  Jews,  and  for  Israel. 

Ruth  Wisse,  who  was  born  in  Romania,  is  the  daughter  of 
Holocaust  survivors.  She  grew  up  in  Montreal  and  introduced 
the  first  regular  courses  in  Yiddish  literature  at  McGill.  She 
now  holds  the  Martin  Peretz  Professorship  of  Yiddish  Litera- 
ture in  the  comparative  literature  program  at  Harvard.  For  a 
number  of  years,  she  has  gone  toe  to  toe  in  the  intellectual  bat- 
tles for  Israel  at  Harvard  and  elsewhere.  Both  her  scholarship 
and  her  advocacy  have  led  to  this  challenging  book. 

In  her  preface,  Wisse  asks  whether  Jewish  moral  restraint 
helps  make  our  enemies  believe  that  we  will  be  easy  targets. 
In  her  conclusion,  she  questions  whether  or  not  Israel  is  his- 
torically conditioned  to  be  able  to  "defend  itself  against  out- 
side enemies  seeking  its  annihilation.”  The  three  substantive 
sections  sandwiched  between  these  questions  provide  an  ana- 
lytical history  of  the  development  of  Jewish  social-political 
culture. 

Flexibility  and  adaptability  have  characterized  the  survival 
of  Judaism  in  the  diaspora  since  the  Babylonian  exile,  almost 
2,500  years  ago.  This  is  the  bedrock  of  Wisse  s analysis  and 


Book  Review 


Saul  Silverman 


she  explores  both  its  positive  and  negative  implications. 

The  brief  euphoria  with  European  emancipation  provides 
perspective  on  the  shock  that  came  when  liberal  reforms  in 
Europe  were  followed  by  intellectual  and  populist  backlashes 
such  as  scientific  anti-Semitism  in  Germany  and  the  Dreyfus 
Affair  in  France.  Finally,  Wisse  rapidly  surveys  the  emergence 
of  Zionism,  the  Holocaust,  anti-Jewish  pogroms  in  Palestine, 
British  appeasement  and  betrayal  in  both  Europe  and  the  Mid- 
dle East,  postwar  partition  and  Israel’s  emergence  and  contin- 
uing struggle  for  security. 

Wisse 's  analysis  of  the  survival  ethic  in  the  diaspora  helps 
explain  how  Jewish  approaches  to  the  demands  of  power 
developed.  Diaspora  Jews  needed  protection  against  the  pop- 
ulist Jew-hatred  of  a less  skilled  native  mass.  According  to 
Wisse,  the  Jewish  minority  sought  this  protection  by  putting 
their  skills  at  the  service  of  the  ruling  elite.  This  survival 
technique  became  an  ingrained  political  value. 

The  converse  - standing  up  for  oneself  and  fighting  - was 
squeezed  out  of  Jewish  culture  and  collective  behaviour  after 
the  widespread  slaughter  that  followed  resistance  to  the 
Romans.  Jews,  Wisse  says,  over-learned  that  lesson  and  saw 
collective  self-assertion  as  self-destructive  and  futile. 

When  the  Zionist  movement  emerged,  the  survival 
approach  of  the  diaspora  was  widely  disparaged.  Zionists 
embraced  the  notion  of  Jewish  initiatives  to  create  a state  and 
believed  that,  since  national  self-determination  as  a collective 


human  right  was  a hallmark  of  liberal  progress,  it  was  self-evi- 
dent that  Jews  could  also  claim  this  right.  Zionist  leaders 
mainly  relied  on  hard  work  to  reclaim  the  land  and  on  the 
goodwill  of  the  dominant  powers  to  facilitate  creation  of  the 
state. 

What  was  almost  completely  ignored,  according  to  Wisse, 
was  that  in  all  European  experiences  of  state-creation,  power 
was  the  key  and  was  often  forcibly  exercised  against  the 
claims  of  other  contending  elements.  Not  until  the  Arab 
pogroms  of  1929,  particularly  the  massacres  in  Hebron  and 
Tsfat,  did  the  Yishuv  seriously  start  to  build  a permanent 
defence  force. 

Wisse’s  argument  suggests  that  an  ethic  of  power  has  not 
yet  emerged  as  a generalizable  part  of  Jewish  culture  and  atti- 
tudes. Whether  it  is  Gush  Emunim  arguing  for  a dominant 
Jewish  presence  in  the  entire  land  mass  between  the  Mediter- 
ranean and  the  Jordan,  or  Peace  Now  asserting  the  belief  that 
peace  can  only  be  achieved  by  major  territorial  concessions  to 
the  Palestinians,  Wisse’s  view  is  that  there  has  been  a charac- 
teristic flight  from  power-based  realism. 

Literary  critics  deconstruct  an  accepted  tradition  so  as  to 
lay  bare  the  ground  for  a reconstruction  of  values.  Wisse 
applies  this  method  to  issues  of  Jews  and  power.  It’s  one  thing 
to  point  to  lessons  that  Israel  could  learn  from  the  common 
behaviour  of  other  states,  but  quite  another  thing  to  adopt  the 
values  and  practices  of  power  and  interest  and  accommodate 
fully  to  statehood  when  even  the  most  powerful  state  knows  it 
lives  in  a tough  neighborhood,  that  even  for  the  “great 
Leviathan,"  the  struggle  to  survive  and  flourish  requires  the 
terrible  and  constant  choice  between  power  and  ethics. 

Wisse’s  ./my  and  Power  is  one  of  the  most  important  books 
written  recently  on  a topic  of  current  Jewish  concern.  I highly 
recommend  it  and  hope  that  debate  over  its  main  argument 
will  help  us  to  deal  with  the  challenges  Wisse  has  illuminated. 


53nd  ANNUAL  GENERAL  MEETING 

The  Bess  and  Moe  Greenberg  Family  Hillel  Lodge  / Ottawa  Jewish  Home  for  the  Aged 

The  Joseph  and  Inez  Zelikovitz  Long  Term  Care  Centre,  10  Nadolny  Sachs  Private 


WEDNESDAY,  MAY  28,  2008  - 7:00  pm 

Members  of  the  Lodge  and  Community,  Residents,  Families,  Staff  and  Volunteers  are  welcome  to  attend 

BUSINESS  AGENDA 


Annual  General  Meeting 

• Adoption  of  Annual  General  Meeting  minutes 
- May  30,  2007 

• Business  Arising  - from  previous  AGM,  May  30,  2007 

• Greetings  from  the  Jewish  Federation  of  Ottawa 

• Approval  of  actions  taken  by  the  2007/2008  Board 

• Treasurer’s  Report  - A.  Freed 


• Appointment  of  the  Auditors  2008 

• Appointment  of  the  Signatories  2008/2009 

• Thank  You  to  Outgoing  Board  Members 

• Report  of  the  Nominating  Committee  - A.  Telner  Wex 

• Election  of  incoming  Board  2008/2009 


• Election  of  Officers  2008/2009 

• Program  - Award  Winners  2007/2008  - A.  Telner  Wex 

• Medical  Director's  Report  - Dr.  D.  Levine 

• Report  of  the  President  - I.  Levitz 

• Executive  Director’s  Report  - S.  Schneiderman 

• Thank  you  to  outgoing  President  - J.  Miller 


NOMINATIONS  FOR  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  - 2008/2009 


Susan  Brajtman 

(2) 

Alan  Freed 

(i) 

Ingrid  Levitz 

(2) 

Issie  Scarowsky 

(2) 

Bonnie  Cohen 

(2) 

Rosalyn  Fremeth 

(A)** 

Seymour  Mender 

(2) 

Ozzie  Silverma 

(2) 

Joel  Diener 

(2) 

Estelle  Gunner 

(2) 

Jeffrey  Miller 

(1) 

Tom  Trueman 

(2) 

Joel  Edelson 

(I) 

Michel  Lipski 

(2) 

Stephen  Polowin 

(A)*** 

* ( ) denotes  term  of  office  **(A)  denotes  Auxiliary  Appointee  ***  (A)  denotes  Hillel  Lodge  Long-Term  Care  Foundation  Representative 

EXECUTIVE 


Past  President  - Ingrid  Levitzx  Treasurer  - Alan  Freed  Member-at-Large  - To  be  appointed 

President  - Jeff  Miller  Secretary  - Issie  Scarowsky  by  the  Board 

Vice-President  - Joel  Edelson  Auxiliary  Representative  - Roslyn  Fremeth 


PAST  PRESIDENTS 


Anna  Telner  Wex 
Morris  Kimmel 
Eric  Weiner 
Melane  Hotz 
Shlomo  Mayman 
Irving  Greenberg  /'I 
Norcen  Bosloy 
Dr.  Irwin  Pencer 
Lillian  Kimmel  z"l 
Dennis  Newton  z"l 


Sylvia  Goldblutt  z"l. 
M.  Sidney  Green  z''l 
Theodore  Mclrick  z"l 
Dan  Doctor 
Dr  M.  Ralph  Berke  z’’l 
Ben  Levin  z"l 
Dr.  Joseph  Greenblatt  z”l 
Samuel  Berger  z"l 
Judge  J,C,  Horwitz  z”! 
Dora  Lithwick  z”l 


ANNOUNCEMENT:  Any  additional  nominations  must  be  forwarded,  in  writing,  to  the  Lodge  office  by  May  12,  2008,  to  the  attention  of  Ms.  A.  Telner  Wex. 

To  request  a copy  of  the  52nd  AGM  minutes,  please  call  the  Lodge  at  613-728-3900. 


2007/2008  AWARD  WINNERS 

Thelma  Steinman  Direct  Service  Award  - Agnes  Schatteles  • Shalom  Perel  President’s  Award  of  Merit  - Dr.  Hyman  Kaufman 

Refreshments  to  Follow 
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In  the  land  of  milk  and  honey,  you  just  need  a little  water 

Humour  me, 
please 


I once  visited  Israel  and  was  amazed  at  how  much  geog- 
raphy is  squeezed  into  such  a small  space.  You  go  from 
mountains  to  desert,  from  forests  to  shrub  and  barren  rock 
in  a flash. 

It  occurred  to  me  then  that,  in  Israel,  kilometres  are 
smaller  than  they  are  in  Canada,  about  a 10th  the  size.  So 
Israel  is  about  4,000  kilometres  long  (in  Israeli  kilometres). 
They  used  to  do  the  same  thing  with  old  shekels  and  new 
shekels. 

When  you’re  standing  on  a hill  top  in  Samaria,  you  can 
practically  see  the  whole  country,  except  Eilat.  Eilat  is  the 
Israeli  version  of  Miami,  but  without  Cubans.  But,  unlike 
Miami,  you  can  find  people  who  don’t  use  walkers.  Just  go 
out  on  the  beach  and  see  what  you  can  see. 

Once  you’ve  done  that,  head  for  Jerusalem.  You  seem  to 
pass  through  a time  warp  as  you  travel  north.  People  put  on 
more  and  more  clothes  until  you  find  yourself  standing  in 
front  of  a guy  wearing  a fur  hat  in  summer. 

When  you  go  to  the  more  religious  places  in  Tsfat,  you 
discover  a city  where  women’s  liberation  means  putting  on  a 
burka  over  the  objections  of  your  husband.  Isn’t  a sheilel 
enough?  As  the  members  of  this  new  women’s  rights  move- 
ment might  say,  “I  won’t  tell  you  what  to  wear,  so  why  do 
you  have  to  tell  me?” 

Israel  is  the  land  of  milk  and  honey.  All  you  need  is  a lit- 


Rubin  Friedman 


tie  bit  of  water.  Apparently,  that’s  one  thing  God  forgot  to 
mention  to  the  Children  of  Israel. 

“I  am  sending  you  to  a land  of  milk  and  honey”  and  then, 
in  small  print,  “contains  one  river,  one  small  lake  and  one 
salt  sea  filled  with  slimy  water.  No  refunds.” 

It  is  a strange  feeling,  when  driving  down  to  the  Dead 
Sea,  to  realize  what  the  Children  of  Israel  found  when  they 
crossed  into  the  Holy  Land  after  40  years  of  wandering  in 
the  desert.  More  desert.  And  what  a desert!  Except  for  the 
heat,  you  might  think  you  were  on  the  moon. 

My  father-in-law  loved  living  in  Israel.  Of  course,  he  was 
rambunctious  and  pushy  and  always  found  a way  to  board 
the  bus  to  get  home  for  Shabbos.  Once,  running  late,  he  was 
next  to  a mother  and  baby  and  was  tickling  the  baby’s  chin 
when  the  bus  arrived.  He  suddenly  grabbed  the  child  and 


headed  for  the  door.  Everybody  got  out  of  his  way  when  he 
loudly  proclaimed  he  had  a baby.  The  mother  chased  him 
onto  the  bus  and  was  about  to  scold  him  when  she  looked 
around,  realized  where  she  was  and  burst  out  laughing. 

When  you  want  a really  good  laugh  in  Israel,  you  read  the 
political  section.  What  are  those  rascally  politicians  and 
bureaucrats  up  to  these  days?  The  founding  fathers  of  Israel 
thought  they  would  create  a state  where  Jews  would  be  like 
other  people.  Reading  the  political  section  tells  you  they’ve 
succeeded.  And  then  some.  Israel  has  some  of  the  juiciest 
corruption  and  sexual-deviation  stories  anywhere. 

When  Iran  sponsored  a Holocaust  denial  cartoon  fest, 
some  people  in  Israel  organized  an  anti-Semitic  cartoon 
contest.  As  they  noted,  they  wanted  to  show  that  nobody  was 
better  at  anti-Semitism  than  the  Jews. 

I’m  not  so  sure.  It  didn’t  make  the  news,  but. Ontario 
CUPE  is  upset  about  the  China’s  treatment  of  Tibet.  So 
they’re  calling  for  a boycott  of  Israel.  The  union  president 
explained  that  they  had  already  passed  the  motion  and  might 
as  well  use  it  to  fight  racism  everywhere. 

Israel  turns  60  years  old  this  week.  I wish  for  Israel  what 
everyone  wished  me  on  my  60th.  It’s  the  Yiddish  equivalent 
of  forever. 

Until  120,  or  when  the  Moshiach  comes,  whichever  hap- 
pens first. 


Harry  Truman  and  the  founding  of  Israel 


To  the  American,  the  notion  of  the  pioneer  who  goes  into 
the  wilderness  and  turns  it  into  a land  of  great  agriculture 
and  great  industry,  is  intensely  sympathetic.  Fundamental- 
ly, therefore,  when  it  comes  to  a question  of  emotional  sym- 
pathy with  either  side,  as  apart  from  strategical  or  econom- 
ic interest,  America  sympathizes  with  the  National  Home  [a 
Jewish  state  in  Palestine],  because  the  National  Home  is 
something  very  American. 

- Richard  Crossman,  British  MP,  and  a member 
of  the  Anglo-American  Committee  of  Inquiry, 
speaking  to  the  Royal  Institute  of  International  Affairs 
in  London  in  1946. 

President  Harry  Truman  was  representative  of  the  aver- 
age American;  more  so  than  his  predecessor,  Franklin 
Delano  Roosevelt,  or  of  any  president  who  since  followed. 
When  he  left  office,  in  January  1953,  his  reputation  was 


mired  in  scandal  and  in  failure  to  achieve  a satisfactory  end 
to  the  Korean  War.  And  yet,  he  is  now  considered  by  many 
to  be  one  of  the  next  to  greatest  presidents:  between  fifth 
and  ninth  in  scholarly  surveys  and  seventh  in  a recent  C- 
Span  viewers’  poll. 

Between  1945  and  1948,  the  United  States,  under  Harry 
Truman,  supported  the  emergence  of  a Jewish  state  in  at 
least  five  ways: 

• Truman  opposed  British  policy  in  Palestine  by 
demanding  that  100,000  Jewish  Holocaust  survivors  be 
immediately  allowed  into  Palestine  as  refugees. 

• Truman  supported  the  creation  of  a Jewish  state  as 
part  of  the  postwar  change  in  Palestine.  His  refusal  to, 
make  fundamental  concessions  to  British  plans  led  to  the 
creation  of  the  Anglo-American  Committee  of  Inquiry 
which  proposed  the  partition  of  Palestine  in  1946. 
The  Cold  War  was  only  in  its  beginning  stages  in  1947  and 
so  the  US  and  the  Soviets  acted  together  to  achieve  a 
majority  of  the  United  Nations  (UN)  General  Assembly 
which  passed  a partition  plan  providing  for  Jewish  and 
Arab  entities. 

• After  the  partition  vote,  UN  planners  envisioned  that 
the  British  would  keep  troops  in  Palestine  until  September 
1948  to  act  under  UN  direction  to  provide  security  while 
partition  was  accomplished.  But  Britain  decided  it  would 
end  the  mandate  and  withdraw  in  mid-May.  Toward  the 
end  of  April,  Truman  announced  that  he  would  commit 
American  troops  if  the  UN  called  for  an  interim  force  to 
replace  the  British.  But  UN  action,  too,  was  stymied. 

• Truman  acted  immediately  to  provide  de  facto  recog- 
nition for  the  Provisional  Government  that  declared 
Israel's  independence  on  May  14,  1948. 

• The  US  had  laws  governing  the  export  of  arms  to  bel- 
ligerents and  was  under  pressure  from  the  British  and  the 
Arabs  to  strictly  enforce  these  laws.  The  laws  were 
enforced,  but  not  strictly  enough  to  prevent  shipments  of 
surplus  arms  from  getting  through  to  the  Jewish  forces. 
Also,  Shimon  Peres  and  the  others  working  to  arm  Israel’s 
military,  were  able  to  buy  huge  amounts  of  machine  tools 
from  the  Second  World  War  military-industrial  reserve. 
These,  sold  as  scrap  metal,  provided  the  backbone  of 
Israel’s  arms  industry  for  decades. 


Global  Shtetl 

The  Jewish  Internet 


Saul  Silverman 


Why  did  Truman  support  Israel? 

Truman  was  a master  politician  with  a keen  sense  of  what 
the  American  people  wanted.  I believe  that  he  sensed  that,  in 
the  postwar  years,  support  for  Israel  would  provide  its  own 
political  rewards. 

Truman  realized  what  Crossman  realized:  that  Americans, 
in  general,  were  disposed  to  fairness  toward  the  Jews  and  had 
sympathy  for  their  efforts  to  rescue  themselves  by  becoming 
pioneers  in  their  ancestral  land.  Moreover,  as  Michael  Ben- 
son points  out  in  his  book  on  Truman  and  Israel,  Truman, 
like  the  majority  of  Americans  of  his  day,  had  been  raised 
with  the  Bible  and  the  story  of  the  Children  of  Israel  and  the 
Holy  Land  was  a part  of  his  basic  world-view. 

Truman’s  actions  were  rooted  in  his  character.  He  com- 
bined horse  sense  and  tough  political  skills  with  an  underly- 
ing fairness  and  the  courage  to  stand  up  and  take  a stand 
against  oppression.  In  Harry  Truman,  Israel  was  fortunate  in 
finding  an  American  president  who  took  action  to  give  it  a 
chance  to  fight  for,  establish  and  maintain  its  independency. 
In  the  aftermath  of  the  Holocaust,  Harry  Truman  was  truly  a 
righteous  gentile.  One  can  only  hope  that  his  example  will 
guide  future  presidents  as  America  tries  to  deal  with  even 
more  challenging  times. 


Websites 

PBS  documentary  on  Truman:  tinyurl.com/49lJ2d 
Wikipedia  article  on  ranking  of  US  presidents: 
tinyurl.  com/y  7lou5 

Creation  of  the  State  of  Israel  (from  Harry  S.  Truman 
Library  & Museum):  tinyurl.com/4t43db 
Harry  S.  Truman  and  the  Founding  of  Israel  by  Michael  T. 
Benson  (1993  book):  tinyurl.com/5me52g 


Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  - May  5,  2008  - Page  27 


FOUniDflTIOBI  DONATIONS 


A gift  forever 

Ottawa  Jewish 
Community 
Foundation 
Donations 


To  make  a donation  and/or  send  a tribute  card, 
call  Bev  Glube  (613-798-4696  ext.  274) 
e-mail:  bglube@jewishottawa.com  • website:  www.ojcf.ca 


Join  us  in  building  our  community 
by  supporting  these  local  agencies 


HILLEL  LODGE  LEGACY  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

David  Feldberg  on  his  40th  birthday  by  Stuart 
and  Leila  Ages. 

SARA  AND  ZEEV  VERED 
ISRAEL  CULTURAL  PROGRAM  FUND 
Happy  Passover  to: 

Sarah  and  Zeev  Vered  and  family  by  Diana  and 
Alvin  Malomet. 

SOLOWAY  JEWISH  COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Thinking  of  you: 

Barry  Fishman  by  Maureen  and  Jeff  Katz. 


AKIVA  EVENING  HIGH  SCHOOL 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
SHIRLEY  AND  SHIER  BERMAN  FUND 
FOR  OTTAWA  JEWISH  ARCHIVES 
GREENBERG  FAMILIES  LIBRARY 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
HILLEL  ACADEMY  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
MENDEL  AND  VALERIE  GOOD 
HOLOCAUST  CONTINUING  EDUCATION  FUND 
HY  HOCHBERG  MEMORIAL  LECTURE  FUND 
JEWISH  COMMUNITY  CEMETERY 
HOLOCAUST  MEMORIAL  FUND 
JEWISH  FAMILY  SERVICES 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 

JEWISH  STUDENTS  ASSOCIATION  - HILLEL 
JEWISH  YOUTH  LIBRARY  OF  OTTAWA 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
DAVID  “THE  BEAR"  KARDASH 
CAMP  B’NAI  BRITH  MEMORIAL  FUND 
ADINA  BEN  PORAT  MACHON  SARAH 
TORAH  EDUCATION  FUND 
OTTAWA  JEWISH  CEMETERIES 
ZICHARON  FUND 

OTTAWA  JEWISH  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  FUND 
OTTAWA  MODERN  JEWISH  SCHOOL  FUND 
OTTAWA  POST  JEWISH  WAR  VETERANS  FUND 
DORIS  BRONSTEIN  TALMUD  TORAH 
AFTERNOON  SCHOOL  FUND 
OTTAWA  TORAH  INSTITUTE 
TORAH  EDUCATION  FUND 
MARTIN  GLATT  PARLIAMENT  LODGE 
B’NAI  BRITH  PAST  PRESIDENTS'  FUND 
RAMBAM  MAIMONIDES 
JEWISH  CONTINUITY  FUND 
GABY  SASSOON  FOR  VICTIMS  OF  TERROR 
IN  ISRAEL  MEMORIAL  FUND 
SOLOWAY  JEWISH  COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
EARLY  CHILDHOOD  EDUCATION  FUND 
JEWISH  MEN’S  SOFTBALL  LEAGUE  FUND 
SOLOWAY  JEWISH  COMMUNITY 
SUMMER  CAMP  SCHOLARSHIP  FUND 
SOLOWAY  JEWISH  COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
YOUTH  SERVICES  FUND 
TORAH  ACADEMY  OF  OTTAWA 
TORAH  EDUCATION  FUND 
YITZHAK  RABIN  HIGH  SCHOOL  FUND 
IN  MEMORY  OF  EVA  WINTHROP 


The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Ottawa  Jewish 
Community  Foundation  acknowledges  with  thanks 
contributions  to  the  following  funds  as  of  April  15, 
2008. 

RUTH  AND  IRVING  AARON  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Happy  Passover  to: 

Irving  and  Ruth  Aaron  by  Chick  and  Rose  Taylor. 

MARJORIE  AND  BEN  ACHBAR 
COMMUNITY  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Rose  Flesher  by  Blossom  Read;  and  by  Freda 
Saphir. 

ROSE  AND  LOUIS  ACHBAR  MEMORIAL  FUND 
Speedy  recovery  to: 

Eric  Slone  by  Zelda  Freedman. 

Jack  Pleet  by  Zelda  Freedman. 

In  memory  of: 

Rose  Flesher  by  Zelda  Freedman. 

IRVING  AND  BETTY  ALTMAN 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  observance  of  the  Yahrzeit  of: 

Irving  Altman  by  Helen  and  Joe  Hochberg. 

MYRNA  AND  NORMAN  BARWIN  FOUNDATION 
OF  THE  PINCHAS  ZUKERMAN 
MUSICAL  SCHOLARSHIP  FUND 
Congratulations  to: 

Peter  Herrndorf  on  receiving  the  Arthur  Kroeger 
-College  of  Public  Affairs  Award  by  Norm  and  Myrna 
Barwin. 

Norman  Barwin  on  being  honoured  by  fhe  Partners 
in  Research  by  Erwin  Koranyi. 

CAYLAAND  MICHAEL  BAYUN 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Morris  Miller  by  Cayla  and  Michael  Baylin 
Rose  Flesher  by  Cayla  and  Michael  Baylin. 

Freda  Lobel  by  Cayla  and  Michael  Baylin. 

Jake  Warren  by  Cayla  and  Michael  Baylin. 

ALEX  AND  MOLLIE  BETCHERMAN 
MEMORIAL  FUND 

Happy  Passover  to: 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacques  Acher  and  family;  Sue 
Snitman;  Mr.  R.  Addelman;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  Weinberg; 
Mrs.  Minna  Weinberg;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  Beallor;  Mrs.  M. 
Addelman;  Dr.  and  Mrs.  L.  Root  and  family;  Millie 
Betcherman  Chapter  of  Hadassah-WIZO  by  Joy 
Rosenstein  and  family. 

Mrs.  M.  Cohen;  Mrs.  F.  Rodriques-Ely;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Irving  Betcherman  by  Joy,  Bonnie  and  Ronald. 

MARTIN  AND  ELLIE  BLACK 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 

Mazal  Tov  to: 

Marty  and  Ellie  Black  on  Andrea  and  Michael’s 
engagement  by  Carol-Sue  and  Jack  Shapiro;  and  by 
Joany  and  Andy  Katz  and  family. 

Andrea  Black  and  Michael  Charto  on  their  engage- 
ment by  Joany  and  Andy  Katz  and  family. 

RONALD  BODNOFF  MEMORIAL  FUND 
in  memory  of: 

Rose  Flesher  by  Rhoda  Bodnoff. 

BUZELAN  AARON  FAMILY  FUND 

Happy  Passover  to: 

Orly  and  Stan  Aaron  and  family  by  Chick  and  Rose 
Taylor. 

HOWARD,  JEFFREY,  ANDREW,  MICHAEL, 
GREGORY  AND  ZACHARY  COGAN  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Fred  and  Stacey  Seller  on  the  Bat  Mitzvah  of  their 
daughter  Ronni  by  Fred  and  Lisa  Cogan  and  family. 


DAVID  AND  QUEENIE  COHEN  MEMORIAL  FUND 
Happy  Passover  to: 

Aviva  and  Michael  Kalin  and  family  by  Mom  and  Dad. 
Pearl  Ornstein;  Barbara  and  Stephen  Sussman: 
Howard  and  Marlene  Cohen;  Stanley  Cohen  and 
Frances  Tobias  by  David  and  Judith  Kalin. 

SANDI  AND  EDDY  COOK  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Amelia  Antusa  by  Sandi  and  Eddy  Cook  and 
family. 

Jim  Duff  by  Sandi  and  Eddy  Cook. 

Mazal  Tov  to: 

Stan  and  Vicki  Zack  on  the  engagement  of  their 
son  Russell  by  Sandi  and  Eddy  Cook  and  family. 

Stan  and  Vicki  Zack  on  their  40th  wedding  anniver- 
sary by  Sandi  and  Eddy  Cook  and  family. 

CYNTHIA  AND  ABE  ENGEL  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Nathalie  Freeland  by  Cynthia  Engel  and  family. 
Freda  Lobel  by  Cynthia  Engel  and  family. 

ABE  AND  SYLVIA  FREEMAN  FAMILY  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Violet  Lutfy  by  Sylvia,  Norma  and  David  Freeman. 

LAWRENCE  AND  AUDREY  FREIMAN  FUND 
FOR  CHILDREN  WITH  LEARNING  DISABILITIES 
Congratulations  to: 

Charlie  Sobcov  on  his  outstanding  achievements 
by  Grace  and  Irving  Dardick. 

ROZ  AND  STEVEN  FREMETH  FAMILY  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Archie  Manne  by  Roz  and  Steve  Fremeth. 

STAN  AND  LIBBY  GLUBE  FAMILY  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Edmund  Bock  by  Bev  and  Bryan  Glube  and  family. 

EVA,  DIANE  AND  JACK  GOLDFIELD 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
Happy  Passover  to: 

Arthur  and  Doreen  Kaminker  and  family;  Ethel  and 
Irving  Taylor  and  family;  Pauline  Hochberg  and  family; 
Richard  Landis  and  Terry  Gall;  Evan  Landis  and 
Andrea  and  family;  Ron  and  Sue  Cohen  and  family  by 
Anita  and  Ed  Landis. 

BEATRICE  AND  SAMUEL  GREENBERG 
FAMILY  FUND 

Birthday  wishes  to: 

Muriel  Comgold  Wexler  on  her  very  special  birth- 
day by  Aunt  Bea,  Janice  and  Arlene. 

REBECCA  AND  CHARLES  GUSSMAN 
MEMORIAL  FUND 

In  memory  of: 

Vivian  Taller  by  Natalie  and  Tom  Gussman. 

Freda  Lobel  by  Natalie  and  Tom  Gussman. 

Rose  Litwack  by  Natalie  and  Tom  Gussman. 

Mazal  Tov  to: 

Rabbi  and  Sheli  Braun  on  the  birth  of  their  grand- 
daughter by  Natalie  and  Tom  Gussman. 

Carole  and  Andre  Brantz  on  the  birth  of  their 
granddaughter  by  Natalie  and  Tom  Gussman. 

HY  AND  PAULINE  HOCHBERG 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 

Happy  Passover  to: 

Anita  Landis  by  Pauline  Hochberg. 

In  memory  of: 

Pepi  Guiot  by  Pauline  Hochberg. 

Speedy  recovery  to: 

Dorothy  Nadolny  by  Pauline  Hochberg. 

Thinking  of: 

Jacie  Levinson  by  Pauline  Hochberg. 

Continued  on  page  28 


Page  28  - Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  - May  5,  2008 

FOUNDATION  DONATIONS 


Best  wishes  to: 

Margo  and  David  Kardish  in  their  new  home  by 
Pauline  Hochberg  and  family. 

RHEA  AND  JEFF  HOCHSTADTER  FAMILY  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Pepi  Guiot  by  Rhea  and  Jeff  Hochstadfer. 

DOROTHY  AND  HY  HYMES  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Freda  Lobel  by  Dorothy  and  Hy  Hymes. 

Rose  Litwack  by  Dorothy  and  Hy  Hymes. 

Rose  Flesher  by  Dorothy  and  Hy  Hymes. 

SHARON  KOFFMAN 
ATHLETIC  SCHOLARSHIP  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Freda  Lobel  by  Fay  Koffman. 

KRANTZBERG  KRANE  FAMILY  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Karla  Krane  on  her  special  birthday  by  Myra,  Sam, 

Joshua  and  Justin  Krane. 

Leiba  Krantzberg  on  her  special  birthday  by 
Richard  and  Michelle  Sachs;  and  by  Joany  and  Andy 
Katz  and  family. 

In  memory  of: 

Marguerite  Cleinge-Green  and  Sarah  Green  by 
Myra,  Sam,  Joshua  and  Justin  Krane. 

Best  of  luck  to: 

Leiba  Krantzberg  on  her  new  business  venture  by 
Joany  and  Andy  Katz. 

Congratulations  to: 

Jacques  Shore  on  being  named  the  new  Chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Governors  of  Carleton  University  by 
Sandi  and  Eddy  Cook. 

RIVA  AND  ABRAHAM  KROLL  MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  observance  of  the  Yahrzeit  of: 

Riva  Kroll  by  Bob  and  Flory  Cohen  and  family. 

The  Chair,  Officers  and  ‘Board  of  “Directors 
of  the 

Ottawa  Jewish  Community  foundation 
cordially  invites  ad  fund  holders  and  members  of 
the  Community  to  attend  the 


34th  Annual  Qeneral  Meeting 

being  held  on 

' Wednesday , June  4th,  2008 

Doors  Open:  7:00  pm  Call  to  Order:  7:30  pm 

‘Dessert  “Reception  to  follow  proceedings 


ZelHipvitz  family  Social lHall of 
The  Joseph  and  Rose  lAges  family  Building 
21  “Hadolny  Sachs  “Private 

Please  RSVP  prior  to  May  19th,  2008  to  Francine  Paulin 
at  613-798-4696  Ext  252  or  at  fpaulin@jewishottawa.com 

A copy  of  the  meeting  materials  will  be  available 
on  our  website  as  of  May  21st,  2008. 
www.OJCF.ca 

Creating  tfie  legacy  from  generation  to  generation !!! 


ANNICE  AND  SYDNEY  KRONICK  FAMILY  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Freda  Lobel  by  Sydney  Kronick  and  Barbara 
Sugarman. 

ISSIE  AND  EDITH  LANDAU  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Moishe  Soudack  by  Edie  Landau. 

In  observance  of  the  Yahrzeit  of: 

Ethel  Goldberg,  a dear  mother  by  Edie  Landau. 

HARRY  AND  ZENA  LEIKiN  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Harry  Levine  by  Libby  and  Stan  Katz. 

BERNIE  AND  IDA  LESH  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Freda  Lobel  by  Ida  Lesh. 

GEORGE  LESH  MIRACLE  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Freda  Lobel  by  George  Lesh. 

NORMAN  AND  ISABEL  LESH  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Freda  Lobel  by  Isabel  and  Norman  Lesh. 

SANDRA  AND  JACIE  LEVINSON  ENDOWMENT 
FUND 

In  memory  of: 

Regina  Kozlowski  by  Sandra  and  Jacie  Levinson. 

Speedy  recovery  to: 

Jacie  Levinson  by  Michael  Gennis  and  family. 

SALLY  AND  ELLIOTT  LEVITAN 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Freda  Lobel  by  Sally  and  Elliott  Levitan. 

Morris  Miller  by  Sally  and  Elliott  Levitan. 


Rose  Litwack  by  Sally  and  Elliott  Levitan. 

Get  well  wishes  to: 

Danny  Cantor  by  Sally  and  Elliott  Levitan. 

Jack  Pleet  by  Sally  and  Elliott  Levitan. 

JOSEPH  AND  EVELYN  LIEFF 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Dave  Kachuck  by  Evelyn  and  Joseph  Lieff. 

Freda  Lobel  by  Evelyn  and  Joseph  Lieff. 

Rose  Flesher  by  Evelyn  and  Joseph  Lieff. 

Rose  Litwack  by  Evelyn  and  Joseph  Lieff. 

R’fuah  Sh’lemah  to: 

Marty  Saslove  by  Evelyn  and  Joseph  Lieff. 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Cynthia  Mayoff  on  her  special  birthday  by  Evelyn 
and  Joseph  Lieff. 

MOE  AND  ROSE  LITWACK 
COMMUNITY  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Rose  Litwack  by  George  and  Sylvia  Saunders. 

ARNOLD  AND  ROSE  LITHWICK  FAMILY 
COMMUNITY  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Congratulations  to: 

Harvey  and  Yvonne  Lithwick  on  the  birth  of  their 
granddaughter  by  Marilyn  and  Dan  Kimmel. 

MOE  AND  ROSE  LITWACK 
COMMUNITY  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Rose  Litwack  by  the  families  of  Rose  and  Ellen 
Lithwick;  and  by  Cynthia  and  Herb  Cowan. 

LOBEL  FAMILY  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Freda  Lobel  by  Goldie  Lobel;  and  by  Roslyne 
Sternberg  and  family. 

Uncle  Jack  Lobel  by  Roslyne  Sternberg  and 
family. 

Ernest  Waserman,  beloved  father,  zaidie  and 
great-zaidie  by  Roslyn,  Philip  and  Julia  and  family. 

In  observance  of  the  Yahrzeit  of: 

Jack  Lobel  by  Goldie  Lobel. 

ETHEL  AND  DAVID  MALEK 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Rabbi  Ely  and  Shell  Braun  on  the  birth  of  their 
granddaughter  by  Ethel  and  David  Malek  and  family. 

Steven  and  Colleen  Malek  and  family  on  the  birth 
of  their  grandson,  Aiden  by  Mom  and  Dad. 

JACOB  MALOMET  MEMORIAL  FUND 
Speedy  recovery  to: 

Jack  Pleet  by  Diana  and  Alvin  Malomet. 


MORTY  MAYBERGER  UNITED  JEWISH  APPEAL 
GOLF  TOURNAMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Leiba  Krantzberg  on  her  40th  birthday  by  Charles 
and  Cindy  Schachnow  and  family. 

JACK  AND  FREDA  MELZER  MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Rose  Litwack  by  Ian  and  Estelle  Melzer. 

JACK  AND  HONEY  MONSON 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Speedy  recovery  to: 

Jack  Baylin  by  Cecelia  Levitan. 

ELLEN,  SHARON,  LAWRENCE  AND  LYNDA 
NADOLNY  FAMILIES  FUND 
Best  of  luck  to: 

Ellen  Cherney  on  her  new  business  venture  by 
Joany  and  Andy  Katz. 

JACK  AND  MIRIAM  PLEET  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Speedy  recovery  to: 

Jack  Pleet  by  Blossom  Read. 

MOE  AND  SARAH  RESNICK  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Hy  Kutzin  by  Sylvia  and  Bert  Bronsther;  by  Sam 
and  Roberta  Goldmaker;  and  by  Penny  and  Gordie 
Resnick  and  family. 

Rose  Litwack  by  Penny  and  Gordie  Resnick  and 
family. 

ALTI  AND  BEREL  RODAL  FAMILY  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Rabbi  Shmulik  and  Dvora  Rodai  and  Sonia  and 
Benny  Hershcovich  and  Chana  and  Zeev  Lavine  on 
the  birth  and  bris  of  Yaakov  Zimel  (Goby)  and  of  Osher 
Kalman  by  Alti  and  Berel  Rodai. 

Dvora  and  Yossi  Caytak  and  Sara  and  Mendy 
Lowenthal  on  the  birth  and  bris  of  Yitchak  by  Alti  and 
Berel  Rodai. 

Menachem  and  Shterna  Rodai  on  the-engagement 
of  Chana  Raizel  and  Mendel  Sassonko  by  Alti  and 
Berel  Rodai. 

Yankie  and  Chaya  Hershkop  and  Chana  Raizel 
and  Sender  Kagan  on  the  birth  and  bris  of  Moshe 
Noach  by  Alti  and  Berel  Rodai. 

In  memory  of: 

Rose  Litwack  by  Alti  and  Berel  Rodai. 

FLORENCE  AND  GDALYAH  ROSENFELD 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Robert  Rosenfeld  on  his  70th  birthday  by  Florence 
and  Gdalyah  Rosenfeld. 

Continued  on  page  29 


McGarr}'  Family  Chapels 

jjL  bfulsc,  Playfair  &c  McGarry 

Part  of  Your  Community  Since  1925 


\v  \v\v.  McG a t ry  F a milv.ca 


In  lime  of  need  or  pre-need 
nr  can  serve  you 
from  any  of  our  locations. 

Our  Central  Chapel 
is  located  at 
315  McLeod  Street 


Canadian-Independent 


Brian  McGarry  C.EO. 

Tom  Flood  Sr.  Vice  Pres.  / Funeral  Director 
Brett  McGarry  Funeral  Director  Assistant 
Robin  McGarry  Manager/ Funeral  Director 


Sharon  McGarry 
Patrick  McGarry 
Ivan  Silverman 
Toohey  Brown 


v 

President 
Vlce-P res /Funeral  Director 
Funeral  Director 
Funeral  Director 


613-233-1143 
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FOUniDflTION  DONATIONS 


SHELLEY  AND  SID  ROTHMAN  FAMILY  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Ellie  and  Marty  Black  on  their  daughter  Andrea's 
engagement  to  Michael  Charto  by  Shelley  Rothman. 

RICKIE  AND  MARTIN  SASLOVE  FAMILY  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Freda  Lobel  by  Marty  and  Rickie  Saslove. 

Mazal  Tov  to: 

Carol  Greenberg  on  the  birth  of  her  granddaughter 
by  Marty  and  Rickie  Saslove. 

ELAYNE  AND  WESLEY  SCHACTER 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Terry  Schwarzfeid  and  Stephen  Cotsman  on  the 
birth  of  their  grandson  Benjamin  by  Elayne,  Wesley, 
Adam,  Josh  and  Michael  Schacter. 

Carole  and  Andre  Brantz  on  the  birth  of  their 
granddaughter  Sophie  Rose  by  Elayne,  Wesley, 
Adam,  Josh  and  Michael  Schacter. 

Birthday  wishes  to: 

Leiba  Krantzberg  on  her  special  birthday  by 
Elayne  and  Wesley  Schacter. 

SOL  AND  ZELAINE  SHINDER  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Happy  Passover  to: 

Zelaine  and  Sol  Shinder  by  Chick  and  Rose  Taylor. 

LORNE  AND  LAURIE  SHUSTERMAN 
FAMILY  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Paui  Lyons  and  Suzanne  Lepine  on  the  birth  of 
their  grandson  Caleb  by  Lome  and  Laurie  Shusterman. 

JACK  AND  SARAH  SILVERSTEIN  FAMILY 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Sarah  and  Jack  Silverstein  on  the  birth  of  their  son 
Lev  by  Jackie  and  David  Lyman. 

Thank  you  to: 

Tim  Wardrop  by  Jack  Silverstein. 

LINDA  SILVERMAN  MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Simon  Reisman  by  Marvin  and  Phyllis  Silverman. 

Speedy  recovery  to: 

Jack  Pleet  by  Marvin  and  Phyllis  Silverman. 

MOE  AND  CHARLOTTE  SLACK  MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Ann  Zoltak  by  Marlene  Levine. 

SAM  AND  SUE  SLACK  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Robert  Nightingale  by  David,  Sharon,  Ryan,  Jaye 
and  Brody  Appotive. 


HARRIET  AND  IRVING  SLONE  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Irving  Slone  by  Ethel  and  Irving  Taylor. 

Happy  Passover  to: 

Harriet  and  Irving  Slone  and  family  by  Ethel  and 
Irving  Taylor. 

LAURA  AND  GORDON  SPERGEL 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Speedy  recovery  to: 

Beverley  Gershkovitch  by  Laura  and  Gordon 
Spergel. 

DORIS  AND  RICHARD  STERN  FAMILY  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Sam  Gesser  by  Doris  and  Richard  Stern. 

MAX  AND  PHYLLIS  STERNTHAL  FAMILY  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

'Rose  Flesher  by  Phyllis  and  Max  Sternthal. 

Freda  Lobel  by  Phyllis  and  Max  Sternthal. 

THE  TARANTOUR  FAMILY  FUND 
In  observance  of  the  Yahrzeit  of: 

Sylvia  Tarantour,  a beloved  mother  by  Selma 
Tarantour  and  family. 

CHARLES  AND  ROSE  TAYLOR 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Happy  Passover  to: 

Rose  and  Chick  Tayior  by  Ethei  and  Irving  Taylor. 

IRVING  AND  ETHEL  TAYLOR  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Ethel  Taylor  by  Chick  and  Rose  Taylor. 

Irving  Taylor  by  Chick  and  Rose  Taylor. 

LISE  AND  MARK  THAW  FAMILY  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Laurence  and  Bonnie  Paperman  on  their  son 
Daniel’s  Bar  Mitzvah  by  Lise,  Mark,  Alayna  and  Bryan 
Thaw. 

Issie  and  Marlene  Grajcar  on  the  birth  of  their 
grandson  by  Lise,  Mark,  Alayna  and  Bryan  Thaw. 

Jon  Reider  on  being  honoured  by  the  Y Country 
Camp  in  Montreal  by  Lise,  Mark,  Alayna  and  Bryan  Thaw. 

Ellie  and  Marty  Black  on  the  engagement  of  their 
daughter  Andrea  to  Michael  by  Lise  and  Mark  Thaw. 
Speedy  recovery  to: 

Marty  Saslove  by  Lise  and  Mark  Thaw. 

Birthday  wishes  to: 

Leiba  Krantzberg  on  her  special  birthday  by  Lise 
and  Mark  Thaw. 

Happy  Passover  to: 

Barbara  and  Gerald  Thaw;  Pearl  and  Erwyn  Thaw; 
Elsa  and  Norman  Swedko;  Gail  and  Stan  Hitzig  by 
Lise,  Mark,  Alayna  and  Bryan  Thaw. 


CARLSON  WAGONLIT  TRAVEL 
EXCLUSIVE  TOURS 

Canyon  Ranch  Ladies’  Getaway 

(Pre-register  now) 

May  26-30,  2008 

CALL  FOR  DETAILS: 

CHRIS  CALDER,  ext  229  //  SANDRA  GRANATSTEIN,  ext  224 


Experienced  travel  professionals  * Accessible,  responsive  service  and  support 
Israel  specialists  * Competitive  Airfares  * Package  tours  * Cruises 
Independent  travel  planning  assistance  * Support  of  the  international  Carlson  network 


Carlson Wagonlit Travel  613-238-4040 

130  Albert  St.  Suite  714,  Ottawa,  ON.  K1 P 5G4 

ccalder@carlsonwagonlit.ca  //  sgranatstein@carlsonwagonlit.ca 


Best  wishes  to: 

Alissa  and  Yaacov  Attias  on  their  new  home  by 
Lise,  Mark,  Alayna  and  Bryan  Thaw. 

ELIZABETH  AND  ARNON  VERED 
FAMILY  COMMUNITY  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Rose  Litwack  by  Liz  and  Arnie  Vered. 

Harry  Shift  by  Liz  and  Amie  Vered. 

SARA  AND  ZEEV  VERED  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Congratulations  to: 

Arnie  Vered  on  being  the  recipient  of  the  Gilbert 
Greenberg  Distinguished  Service  award  by  Rhoda, 
Jeff,  Howard  and  Sara  Miller. 

RUTH  AND  JOSEPH  VINER  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Freda  Lobel  by  Ruth  and  Joe  Viner. 

Rose  Flesher  by  Ruth  and  Joe  Viner. 

Harry  Levine  by  Ruth  and  Joe  Viner. 

MICHAEL  WALSH  AND  LISA  ROSENKRANTZ 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  appreciation  to: 

Lisa  Rosenkrantz  by  Issie  Grajcar. 

MIRIAM  AND  LOUIS  WEINER  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Freda  Lobel  by  Miriam  and  Lou  Weiner. 

MILDRED  AND  PERCY  WEINSTEIN 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Happy  Passover  to: 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weldon  Levine:  Phyllis  and  Abe  Flatt; 
Mark  and  Cindi  Resnick  by  Millie  Weinstein. 

Sandra  and  Jacie  Levinson  by  Millie  Weinstein  and 
Abe  Bookman. 


R’fuah  Sh’lemah  to: 

Jack  Baylin  by  Millie  Weinstein. 

In  appreciation  to: 

Alicia  and  Brian  Bailey  and  family  by  Millie 
Weinstein  and  Bruce  Weinstein. 

In  the  observance  of  the  Yahrzeit  of: 

Bertha  and  Jacob  Bookman,  beloved  parents  by 
Millie  Weinstein  and  Abe  Bookman. 

THE  SAUL  AND  EDNA  GOLDFARB 
B’NAI  MITZVAH  PROGRAM 
HANNAH  GABRIELLE  GENNIS 
B’NAI  MITZVAH  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Mark  Viner  on  the  birth  of  a granddaughter  by 
Michael  Gennis. 

MAX  JONAH  GENNIS  B’NAI  MITZVAH  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Freda  Lobel  by  Michael  Gennis  and  family. 

RYAN  GOLDBERG  B’NAI  MITZVAH  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

George  Keller  by  Ernie  and  Reva  Goldberg  and 
family. 

DANA  AND  REMI  PEARL  B’NAI  MITZVAH  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Rose  Litwack  by  Gita  and  Gerald  Pearl. 

Contributions  may  be  made  online  at  or  by 
phoning  Bev  Glube  at  613-798-4696  extension  274, 
Monday  to  Friday.  We  have  voice  mail.  Our  e-mail 
address  is  Attractive  cards  are  sent  to  convey  the 
appropriate  sentiments.  All  donations  are 
acknowledged  with  an  official  receipt  for  income 
tax  purposes.  We  accept  Visa,  MasterCard  and 
Amex. 


Bulk  packages  of  Tribute  Cards  available  at  the  OJCF! 

Bulk  packages  of  18  cards  or  more  can  be  purchased 
for  a donation  of  $15  per  card. 

This  is  a $3  savings  per  card!! 

Ordering  in  bulk  makes  donating  to  your  fund,  to  your  family  fund 
or  to  your  favourite  agency’s  fund  easy  and  cost  effective 

Call  today  to  purchase  your  cards  in  support  of  your  Jewish  community. 

613.798.4696.  extension  274 
www.OJCF.ca 


F=f  & 


5 (■  >■  ' 

* ^ \ 


Homewatch 

Caregivers- 


6i3.730.2188 

homewatchcaregivers.com 


Let  our  family  care  for  yours 


When  you  need  assistance 
with  a senior  family 
member,  adult  or  child,  we 
are  committed  to  providing 
compassionate  care  through 
experienced,  caring  staff. 


Affordable  Care  Solutions 

• Nurses , Social  Workers , Personal  Care 
Professionals  and  Companions 

• Post  Surgical  Assistance  (Hospital/Home) 

• Specialized  Dementia  Care 

• Back  Up  Child  Care 

• Hourly  to  24  Hour  Care 


BRIAN  Levitan,  Certified  Senior  Advisor  \\  KNI)\  BlKKII  \N.  Social  Worker 
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Israeli  cuisine  at  60 


My  first  trip  to  Israel  was  in  1982. 1 must  admit  that,  while 
I fell  in  love  with  many  things  about  the  country,  the  food  was 
not  one  of  them.  I remember  having  some  amazing  hummus 
in  Jerusalem  and  schnitzel  was  present  on  every  menu.  Israeli 
breakfasts  were  a culture  shock  to  this  Toronto  girl  used  to 
Cheerios  and  bananas  every  morning.  But  I quickly  came  to 
love  all  those  salads  and  cheeses  first  thing  in  the  morning. 
But,  truthfully,  the  food  was  not  the  main  attraction. 

Since  that  first  trip,  I have  been  back  to  Israel  five  times, 
most  recently  in  2007.  The  culinary  scene  in  Israel  today  is  so 
exciting  compared  to  25  years  ago. 

On  that  most  recent  trip,  for  my  niece  Taia's  Bat  Mitzvah, 
my  sister-in-law  arranged  a sheep-herding  expedition  for  us. 
At  least  that's  what  it  said  on  the  itinerary.  I think  something 
may  have  been  lost  in  translation  because  our  bus  pulled  up  to 
a goat  farm. 

Apparently,  goats  are  much  too  stubborn  to  be  herded.  So 


instead,  we  fed  them  leaves.  They  were  actually  kind  of  cute, 
but  a bit  stinky.  After  feeding  the  goats,  we  went  to  the  barn  to 
watch  the  milking  operation  and  then  sat  down  to  a lunch  feast 
featuring  goat  milk  yogurt  and  six  kinds  of  goat  cheese  rang- 
ing in  age  from  one  day  to  one  year  old.  Artisanal  cheese  mak- 
ers are  popping  up  all  over  Israel. 

Despite  the  fact  that  you  can  now  dine  in  some  world-class 
restaurants  in  Israel,  nothing  satisfies  like  street  food.  There's 
nothing  quite  like  getting  off  the  plane  after  a 12-hour  night 
flight  and  heading  straight  for  a neighborhood  falafel  or 
shawarma  joint.  Traditional  shawarma  is  made  from  lamb. 
However,  most  shawarma  that  you  find  in  Israel  is  made  from 
turkey,  with  lamb  fat  added  for  flavour.  I like  my  shawarma  in 
a pita  with  just  a bit  of  hummus.  Roger  is  a bit  wilder.  He  adds 
pickles  and  fries  to'  his. 

Now  you  can  make  shawarma  at  home.  I discovered  a fan- 
tastic new  cookbook  called  The  Book  of  New  Israeli  Food:  A 


Made  with  Love 

% 

Cindy  Feingold 

Culinary  Journey  by  Janna  Gur.  Gur  lives  in  Israel  and  is  the 
founder  and  editor  of  Hashulchan  Gastronomic  Monthly , the 
leading  Israeli  food  and  wine  magazine.  The  book  is  not  yet 
available  in  Canada  - it  will  be  released  here  on  August  26  - 
but  can  be  pre-ordered  at  chapters,  indigo.ca  or  amazon. ca  for 
a little  more  than  $25.00.  I was  able  to  get  an  advance  copy 
and  have  been  cooking  my  way  through  this  book  for  the  past 
week.  All  the  recipes  in  this  week’s  column  are  from  the  book. 
Here  are  some  fresh  and  delicious  ideas  that  will  transport  you 
right  to  Israel. 


alyce  baker 

personal 
& corporate 
event  planning 

229-9840 

partychic@rogers.com 

www.partychic.ca 
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Homemade 
Chicken  Shawarma 
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Marinade 

3/4  cup  olive  oil 

3 tablespoons  olive  curry  powder 
2 tablespoon  garam  masala*  - 
1 tablespoon  powdered  chicken  soup  mix 


1.5  kilograms  deboned  chicken  thighs 


3 tablespoon  olive  oil 
3 onions,  sliced 

salt  and  freshly  ground  black  pepper 


Combine  marinade  ingredients  in  a large 
Ziploc  bag.  Add  chicken  thighs,  close  bag 
and  massage  thighs  to  completely  coat  the 
chicken. 

Marinate  chicken  in  fridge  for  at  least  5 
hours  or  overnight. 

Preheat  oven  to  400  degrees  F. 

Transfer  chicken  to  a baking  dish.  Bake 
for  45  minutes. 

The  entire  process  up  to  this  point  may  be 
completed  a day  or  two  ahead  and  the  baked 
chicken  stored  in  the  fridge. 

Before  serving,  finely  slice  the  baked 
chicken. 

Fry  the  onion  in  oil,  over  medium-low  heat 
until  golden  brown,  about  10-15  minutes. 
Remove  onions  from  pan. 

Add  the  chicken,  with  some  of  the  mari- 
nade to  the  pan.  Season  with  salt  and  pepper 
and  stir-fry  for  a few  minutes  until  the  edges 
are  golden  brown. 

Spread  the  fried  onions  over  the  chicken 
and  serve. 

This  is  delicious  stuffed  into  a warm  pita 
pocket  with  hummus  and  some  chopped 
Israeli  salad. 

* Garam  masala  is  an  Indian  -seasoning 
mix.  I found  it  at  the  Allspice  Supermarket  in 
Bells  Comers. 
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Israeli  Salad 


Makes  10  four-inch  pitas. 

3 1/2  cups  bread  flour 
2 tablespoons  instant  yeast 
1 1/2  cups  warm  water 

1 tablespoon  sugar 
1/2  tablespoon  salt 

2 tablespoons  olive  oil 

Mix  the  yeast  with  the  bread  flour  in  a 
mixer  fitted  with  a kneading  hook.  Add  the 
warm  water,  sugar,  salt  and  olive  oil  and 
knead  on  low-speed  for  10  minutes,  until 
dough  is  smooth,  shiny  and  slightly  sticky. 

Transfer  dough  to  a large  greased  bowl. 
Sprinkle  olive  oil  over  it,  cover  with  plastic 
wrap  and  allow  it  to  rise  until  doubled  in  size, 
about  60-90  minutes. 

Preheat  oven  to  500  degrees  F.  Place 
dough  on  a work  surface  sprinkled  with  flour 
and  divide  into  10  equal  parts.  Roll  each  part 
into  a ball.  Cover  with  a moist  towel  and  leave 
for  10  minutes. 

Roll  out  each  ball  into  a disc  4 inches  in 
diameter  and  1/4  inch  thick.  Arrange  on  a 
baking  sheet  lined  with  parchment  paper  and 
bake  for  5-7  minutes,  just  until  the  pitas  swell 
up  and  begin  to  show  golden  spots.  Avoid 
over-baking,  which  will  cause  them  to  dry 
out. 

Remove  from  oven  and  allow  them  to  cool 
slightly.  Cover  the  pitas  with  a kitchen  towel 
Jor  a few  minutes  to  keep  them  soft. 
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This  salad  tastes  best  when  made  with 
room  temperature  ingredients,  so  remove 
everything  you  need  from  the  fridge  at  least 
30  minutes  before  making  the  salad. 

1 lemon,  zested  and  juiced 
4 ripe  plum  tomatoes, 

diced  into  1/4  inch  pieces 
4 small  unpeeled  Israeli  (sometimes 
called  ‘Lebanese’)  cucumbers, 
diced  into  1/4  inch  pieces 
1 small  red  onion,  finely  diced 
1 red  pepper,  seeded 

and  diced  into  1/4  inch  pieces 
1 clove  garlic,  finely  minced 
1/2  jalapeno  pepper,  seeded 
and  finely  diced  (optional) 

Dash  cinnamon 
1 teaspoon  sumac* 

Salt  and  freshly  ground  black  pepper 
3 tablespoons  extra- virgin  olive  oil 
3 tablespoons  parsley  and/or  coriander 
and/or  mint  leaves,  finely  chopped 

Place  all  ingredients  in  a large  bowl.  Mix 
well.  Taste  and  adjust  the  seasonings. 

*Sumac  is  a decorative  bush  that  grows 
wild  throughout  the  Middle  East  and  parts  of 
Italy.  The  dark  purple-red  berries  are  sold 
dried  or  ground  and  have  a fruity,  astringent 
taste. 

You  can  get  ground  sumac  at  any  Middle 
Eastern  market. 


MOVING? 
DON’T  MISS 
ONE  ISSUE! 

Call  Rhoda 
Saslove-Miller, 
613-798-4696,  ext.  256 
to  provide 
your  new  address. 


Designs  by  Sharron 

Custom  designed  Kippahs  and  Jewellery  for  women 
For  all  occasions 

Minor  Jewellery  repairs  ^ 

Knotting  of  pearls 

Sharron  Weinberger,  designer 

Nepean.  ON  (613)  225-3124 
by  appointment  only 
sweinberger@hotmail.com 


The  Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  Publishing  Co. 
Ltd.  collects  and  uses  your  personal  information 
primarily  for  the  purpose  of  providing  you  with 
the  products  and  services  you  have  requested 
from  us. 


The  Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  may  also  contact 
you  from  time  to  time  to  ask  about  your  account 
or  to  conduct  market  research  and  surveys  in  an 
effort  to  continually  improve  our  product  service 
offerings. 


To  enable  us  to  more  efficiently  provide  the 
products  and  services  you  have  requested  from 
us,  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  may  share  your 
personal  information  with  the  Jewish  Federation 
of  Ottawa,  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Community  Foun- 


dation and  the  Soloway  Jewish  Community 
Centre. 

If  you  would  like  more  information,  or  to 
speak  to  the  Privacy  Officer,  please  call  613- 
798-4696  ext.  256. 
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Happy  60th  birthday,  Israel! 


I was  nine  years  old  when  David  Ben-Gurion  proclaimed 
the  creation  of  the  State  of  Israel  and  can  still  remember  the 
tears  and  whoops  of  every  adult  in  the  third  floor  auditori- 
um of  the  Winnipeg  Talmud  Torah  who  had  come  to  cele- 
brate this  unique  event.  Clearly,  something  momentous  had 
happened  even  though  I didn’t  understand  what  it  was. 

I also  didn’t  understand  what  happened  next:  Israels  War 
of  Independence.  In  fact,  it  wasn't  until  I woke  up  to  the 
sound  of  voices  during  a hastily  arranged  overnight  in  the 
woods  for  kids  from  the  B’nai  Brith  and  Habonim  camps 
that  I began  to  comprehend  that  although  I lived  in  a Cana- 
da at  peace,  I was  helping  an  Israel  at  war. 

The  voices  I heard  were  those  of  RCMP  officers  and  our 
camp  leaders.  The  RCMP,  having  received  a tip,  had  come 
to  our  location  to  search  for  illegal  caches  of  weapons  des- 
tined for  Israel.  Our  leaders  argued  that  they  would  never 
endanger  young  lives  by  having  the  campers  sleep* on  hid- 
den weapons.  After  awhile,  the  befuddled  RCMP  team  left. 

Many  years  later,  I told  that  story  to  one  of  the  camp 
leaders.  He  laughingly  admitted  that  that  was  precisely  why 
kids  from  the  camps  were  in  the  woods  that  night  and  why 
we  stayed  in  the  woods  for  the  whole  of  the  following  day 
until  the  weapons  could  be  safely  moved. 

That's  how  I learned  that  Israel’s  celebrations  are  our  cel- 
ebrations and  Israel’s  wars  are  our  wars.  Let  us  do  every- 
thing we  can  to  ensure  that  our  children  and  grandchildren 
also  embrace  that  lesson. 

It’s  Israel's  Birthday! 

By  Ellen  Dietrick 
Photographs  by  Tod  Cohen 
Kar-Ben  Publishing  2008 
24  pages.  Ages  2-6 

The  latest  in  the  ‘It’s  Time’  series  for  young  children.  It’s 
Israel’s  Birthday!  is  pure  fun. 

For  Israel’s  birthday,  the  preschool  class  from  a congre- 
gation in  Virginia  pretends  to  visit  Israel.  They  do  such 
touristy  things  as  visit  a kibbutz  and  the  Kotel,  swim  in  the 
Red  Sea,  shop  for  gifts,  learn  a bit  of  Hebrew,  march  in  Tel 


Kid  Lit 


Aviv’s  Independence  Day  parade  and  fly  back  home. 

It  is  clear  from  the  super  cute  photos  that  a good  time 
was  had  by  ail.  Party  on! 


Keeping  Israel  Safe: 

Serving  in  the  Israel  Defense  Forces 
By  Barbara  Sofer 
Kar-Ben  Publishing  2008 
56  pages.  Ages  8-13 

Keeping  Israel  Safe:  Serving  in.  the  Israel  Defense  Forces 
has  two  distinct,  although  interwoven,  elements. 

First  and  foremost,  the  book  is  an  introduction  to  the 
choices  available  to  Israel's  18-year-olds  as  they  prepare  to 
respond  to  the  draft  for  service  to  the  country  in  either  the 
military  or  by  undertaking  alternate  duties. 

In  this  first  part  of  the  story  we  meet  four  friends,  two 
girls  and  two  boys,  and  follow  them  as  they  decide,  and  try 
out  for,  what  they  want  to  do.  The  personalities  and  back- 
grounds of  the  friends  differ  markedly  and  the  range  of 
options  available  to  them  is  vast.  Best  of  all,  the  author 
imparts  a sense  of  what  all  of  this  means  to  the  kids,  and  to 
the  country,  as  they  mature  from  uncertain  high  schoolers  to 
swom-in  members  of  the  military. 

Secondly,  the  book  offers  a very  brief  introduction  to 
Israel’s  military  history,  from  the  early  pre-state  days  of 
Hashomer,  founded  in  1909,  to  the  creation  of  the  Palmach 
and  Haganah;  from  the  War  of  Independence  in  1948,  to  the 
Six  Day  War  in  1967;  as  well  as  the  Entebbe  rescue  in  1976, 
the  rescue  of  Ethiopian  Jews  in  Operation  Moses  in  1984 


By  Barbara  Sofer;  photographs  by  Tod  Cohen 


and  Operation  Solomon  in  1991;  and  the  rescue  of  Israeli 
tourists  from  Kenya  following  a terrorist  attack  in  2002. 

My  one  complaint  concerns  this  timeline.  For  a book 
published  in  2008.  the  history  lesson  should  have  ended 
closer  to  the  present,  even  if  that  means  not  all  of  the  histo- 
ry was  about  notable  successes.  Often  knowing  the  follow- 
up to  failure,  or  even  that  there  is  failure  and  follow-up,  can 
be  of  equal  importance  to  young  readers. 

Photographs,  a few  sidebars,  and  a comprehensive  list  of 
IDF  websites  provide  added  value  to  Keeping  Israel  Safe: 
Serving  in  the  Israel  Defense  Forces. 

Happy  60th  Birthday,  Israel!  Let  the  dancing  begin!  And 
may  our  prayers  for  peace  be  answered  ASAP! 


613-244-6000 


Universal  life 
from  your  perspective 

Standard  Life  introduces  Perspecta,  a versatile  universal  life 
insurance  concept  for  both  individuals  and  businesses. 

This  innovative  financial  vehicle,  combining  guaranteed 
insurance  protection  and  a tax-sheltered  investment 
component,  can  be  customized  to  your  needs  with  four 
coverage  options  and  nine  investment  funds. 

And  every  Perspecta  policy  is  backed  with  Standard  Life's 
$33.1  billion  in  assets  and  an  exclusive  6-month 
satisfaction  guarantee. 


STANDARD  LIFE 

- Driven. 

To  exceed  your  needs. 

www.standardlife.ca 


Please  support  our  advertisers 
nd  tell  them  you  saw  their  advertism 
in  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin. 


BAR  / BAT  nrnyAHS 
ROCK  'N  ROLL  STYLE  ! 


Time  to  kiss  that  boring  ballroom  party  goodbye, 
because  the  possibilities  are  endless! 


Bar/Bat  Mitzvahs  - Celebration  Parties  - Weddings  - Corporate  Parties 


(613)  241-2442 

Please  call  the  Hard  Rock  Sales  Team 

73  York  Street.  Ottawa  - hardrocksales@on.aibn  com 
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WHAT’S  GOING  ON 

May  5 to  18,  2008 


For  a detailed  listing 
visit  www.jewishottawa.org/ 
calendar/planitjewish 


COMING  SOON 


WEEKLY  EVENTS 
TUESDAYS 

Israeli  Folkdancing,  no  expe- 
rience or  partner  necessary,  Hillel 
Academy,  31  Nadolny  Sachs  Pri- 
vate, 6:30  p.m.  Info:  613-729- 
2090. 

WEDNESDAYS 
Music  Appreciation  Series  - 
Music  and  Society,  sponsored  by 
the  SJCC,  1:30  pm.  Info:  613-798- 
9818,  ext.  245. 


CANDLELIGHTING 

BEFORE 

May  9 $ 8:02  pm 

May  16  $ 8:10  pm 


MONDAY,  MAY  5 
Book  Launch,  with  Gerald 
Tulchinsky,  author  of  Canada's 
Jews:  A People's  Journey,  7:30 
pm.  Info:  613-798-9818,  ext.  263 

TUESDAY,  MAY  6 
Yom  Hazikaron  - Israel’s 
National  Memorial  Day  for  fallen 
soldiers  and  victims  of  terror, 
sponsored  by  Vered  Israel  Cultur- 
al Center,  Embassy  of  Israel  and 
Yitzhak  Rabin  High  School,  7:30 
pm.  Info:  613-798-9818,  ext.  243. 

WEDNESDAY,  MAY  7 
Registration  Day,  AJA  50+, 
guest  speaker  former  Mayor 
Jacqueline  Holzman,  1:00  pm. 
Info:  613-798-9818,  ext.  309. 

THURSDAY,  MAY  8 
Yom  Ha'Atzmaut  - Israel  at 
60,  sponsored  by  SJCC  and 
Vered  Israel  Cultural  and  Educa- 
tional Program,  fun  for  the  whole 
family,  Ottawa  Civic  Centre,  5:00 
pm.  Info:  613-798-9818,  ext.  225. 


SUNDAY,  MAY  11 
Tulipathon  for  the  Multifaith 
Housing  Initiative.  The  Jewish 
Federation  of  Ottawa  is  a repre- 
sentative on  this  multifaith  associ- 
ation. Join  the  walk  to  raise  funds 
for  affordable  housing  for  low- 
income  households,  Dow’s  Lake 
Pavillion,  1:00  pm.  Info:  613-722- 
8763. 

TUESDAY,  MAY  13 
Tevye,  classic  Yiddish  dra- 
matic film  (with  subtitles),  spon- 
sored by  University  of  Ottawa 
Intensive  Yiddish  Program,  Uni- 
versity of  Ottawa,  Lamoureux  Hall 
219, 2:00  pm.  Info:  613-562-5800, 
ext.  2955. 

Talmudic  Ethics:  Finding 
your  Way  to  Good  Decisions, 
sponsored  by  Ottawa  Torah 
Center  and  Jewish  Federation  of 
Ottawa,  first  part  of  a six-week 
session  tackling  major  moral 
issues  from  a Judaic  perspec- 
tive, 8:00  pm.  Info:  613-823- 
0866. 


WEDNESDAY,  MAY  14 
Seniors’  trip  to  Biodome  and 
Olympic  Tower  in  Montreal, 

sponsored  by  Jewish  Family  Ser- 
vices. Info:  613-722-2225,  ext. 
325. 

Talmudic  Ethics:  Finding 
your  Way  to  Good  Decisions, 
sponsored  by  Ottawa  Torah  Center 
and  Jewish  Federation  of  Ottawa, 
first  part  of  a six-week  session 
tackling  major  moral  issues  from  a 
Judaic  perspective,  Capital  Hill 
Hotei  & Suites,  68  Albert  Street, 
12:15  pm.  Info:  613-823-0866. 

Painting  your  Soul  Canvas, 
with  Neria  Cohen,  women’s  pro- 
gram sponsored  by  Ottawa  Torah 
Center,  3023  Cedarview  Road, 
7:30  pm.  Info:  613-823-0866. 

THURSDAY.  MAY  15 
Eat  Right,  Feel  Good,  Work 
Great!  sponsored  by  SJCC  as  part 
of  the  10th  anniversary  celebra- 
tion, presentation  by  Deanna  Lat- 
son,  7:30  pm.  Info:  613-798-9818, 
ext.  271 


TUESDAY,  MAY  20 
American  Matchmaker/ 
Amerikaner  Shadkhn, 
classic  Yiddish  musical  film 
(with  subtitles),  sponsored 
by  University  of  Ottawa 
Intensive  Yiddish  Program. 
Info:  613-562-5800,  ext.  2955. 

WEDNESDAY,  MAY  21 
Chuckles  & Cheese, 
sponsored  by  AJA  50+, 
evening  of  comedy, 
and  wine  and  cheese, 
Library  and  Archives  Canada, 
395  Wellington  Avenue, 

7:30  pm. 

Info:  613-820-1784. 

SATURDAY,  MAY  24 
The  Ottawa  Klezmer  Band, 
part  of  Israel  at  60  celebrations, 
Fourth  Stage, 

National  Arts  Centre,  8:00  pm. 
Info:  613-947-7000. 


SUNDAY,  MAY  25  - 
Parent  and  Me 
Hip  Hop  Workshop,  1 :00  pm. 
Info:  613-798-9818,  ext.  303. 
Women's  Newcomers’ Tea, 

21  Nanaimo  Drive,  2:30  pm. 
Info:  613-823-9674 

WEDNESDAY,  MAY  28 
53rd  Annual  AGM,  Bess 
and  Moe  Greenberg  Family 
Hillel  Lodge,  10  Nadolny 
Sachs  Private,  7:00  pm. 
Info:  613-728-3900,  ext.  118 

SUNDAY,  JUNE  1 
Jewish  Federation  of  Ottawa 
and  Soloway  Jewish  Communi- 
ty Centre  Walkathon,  9:30  am. 
Info:  613-798-9818,  ext.  225. 

WEDNESDAY,  JUNE  4 
34th  Ottawa  Jewish  Community 
Foundation  Annual  General 
Meeting,  7:00  pm. 


Unless  otherwise  noted,  activities  take  place  at  The  Joseph  and  Rose  Ages  Family  Building,  21  Nadolny  Sachs  Private. 


This  information  is  taken  from  the  community  calendar  maintained  by  the  Jewish  Community  Campus  of  Ottawa  Inc.  Organizations  which  would  like  their  events  to  be  listed,  no  matter  where  they  are  to  be  held,  should  make  sure  they  are  record- 
ed by  Benita  Siemiatycki,  calendar  coordinator  at  613-798-4696  ext.  227.  We  have  voice  mail.  Accurate  details  must  be  provided  and  all  events  must  be  open  to  the  Jewish  public.  You  may  fax  to  798-4695  or  email  to  bsiemiatycki@ewishottawa.com. 


Would  you  like  to  advertise  in  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin? 
Contact  Rhoda  Saslove-Miller  • 613-798-4696,  ext.  256 
Email:  rsaslovemiller@ottawajewishbulletin. com 


Condolences 


Condolences  are  extended  to  the  families  of: 

Leonard  Gelfand 
Sol  Rothstein 

May  their  memory  be  a blessing  always. 


The  Condolence  Column 
is  offered  as  a public  service 
to  the  community. 
There  is  no  charge. 

For  a listing  in  this  column, 
please  call  Bev  Glube, 
613-798-4696,  ext.  274. 

Voice  mail  is  available. 


Bulletin  deadlines 

May  28 

September  24 

for  June  16 

for  October  1 3 

July  2 

October  3 

for  July  21 

for  October  27 

August  6 

October  22 

for  August  25 

for  November  10 

August  20 

November  5 

for  September  1 5 * 

for  November  24 

September  10 

November  26 

for  September  29 

for  December  15* 

* Community-wide  Issue  (all  dates  subject  to  change) 
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Despite  Israel’s  craziness,  60  years  of  successes 


By  Uriel  Heilman 

(JTA)  - Being  in  Israel  in  the 
21st  century,  one  often  wonders 
what  Theodor  Herzl,  the  founder  of 
Zionism,  would  think  of  this  mod- 
ern-day state  if  he  could  see  it. 

The  malarial  swamps  of  pre- 
state Palestine  have  been  replaced 
by  rapidly  growing  cities  with 
glitzy  shopping  districts,  carefully 
landscaped  parks  and  six-lane  high- 
ways that  run  between  high-rise 
office  buildings  and  limestone 
apartment  complexes. 

The  agricultural  pioneers,  the 
halutzim  who  struggled  to  sow  the 
seeds  of  the  new  nation-state  armed 
with  triangular  hats  and  simples 
hoes,  have  been  succeeded  by  sun- 
glass-wearing settlers  in  the  West 
Banks  Jordan  Valley  who  have 
installed  high-tech  drip-irrigation 
devices  to  hydrate  hybrid  tomatoes 
for  export  to  markets  in 
London,  Paris  and  New  York. 

And  the  nation,  whose  birth 
defied  the  odds  in  a war  of  inde- 
pendence against  invading  Arab 
armies  to  the  north,  east  and  south, 
has  become  a regional  military 
superpower  with  an  assumed 
nuclear  arsenal,  a crack  air  force 
and  peace  treaties  with  two  of  its 
four  Arab  neighbours. 

Agricultural  settlements  have 
turned  into  sprawling  cities,  the 
1948  population  of  roughly  800,000 
has  swelled  to  more  than  seven  mil- 
lion and  - perhaps  most  important 
of  all  - the  Jewish  state  has  become 
home  for  Jews  from  Russia, 
Europe,  Iran,  Ethiopia,  Argentina, 
Egypt,  North  America,  India  and 
too  many  other  places  to  count. 

Sixty  years  on,  Israel  has  much 
to  celebrate,  having  raised  a vibrant, 
diverse  and  occasionally  bewilder- 
ing society  virtually  from  scratch. 

In  all  likelihood,  Herzl  would 
not  even  recognize  the  place. 

“I  think  Herzl  would  be  so  per- 
plexed," says  veteran  Israeli  jour- 
nalist Yossi  Klein  Halevi,  a senior 
fellow  at  the  Shalem  Center,  a con- 
servative think  tank  in  Jerusalem, 
“he  wouldn’t  know  in  what  propor- 
tion to  be  thrilled  and  disappointed. 
Israel  bears  no  resemblance  to  what 
Herzl  imagined,  conceiving  a Jew- 
ish state  from  the  end  of  the  Austro- 
Hungarian  Empire.” 

Herzl  envisioned  a socialist 
utopia  that  would  combine  the  best 
of  European  culture  and  Jewish 
ingenuity.  In  his  famous  work  “Alt- 
neuland,”  Arabs  hardly  merit  men- 
tion. 

Halevi  says  Herzl  would  find 
Israel’s  radical  Jewish  diversity 
most  perplexing. 

“The  East-West  mixture,  the 


racial  mixture  of  Israel,  Ethiopian 
culture,  Moroccan  music  - all  the 
elements  that  make  Israel  so  unpre- 
dictable and  so  interesting  - are 
elements  Herzl  couldn’t  conceive 
of  sitting  in  Vienna  at  the  beginning 
of  the  20th  century,”  Halevi  says. 

In  many  ways,  however,  Herzl’s 
dream  of  a Jewish  state  has  been 
fulfilled. 

Israel  has  secured  its  place 
among  the  nations  even  though  its 
leaders  bemoan  the  existential 
threat  posed  by  Iran  and  the  demo- 
graphic threat  represented  by  the 
Palestinians.  A state  like  any  other, 
Israel  boasts  metropolitan  cities, 
concert  halls,  theatres,  centres  of 
science  and  learning,  skyscrapers,  a 
stock  exchange  and  a thriving  non- 
profit sector. 

Of  course,  as  a state  like  any 
other,  Israel  also  has  poor  people, 
failing  schools,  government  cor- 
ruption, run-down  neighbourhoods, 
traffic,  drug  problems  and  crimi- 
nals. 

And,  after  60  years,  Israel  still 
faces  basic  questions  of  existence 
and  character  most  countries  have 
resolved  long  ago:  Can  the  state  be 
both  Jewish  and  democratic?  What 
will  the  final  borders  of  the  country 
look  like?  Where,  exactly,  is  the 
balance  between  religious  and  sec- 
ular, Arab  rights  and  Jewish  charac- 
ter, change  and  preservation,  future 
and  history? 


Western  Wall  and  Temple  Mount  in  Jerusalem. 


Sixty  years  on,  the  battle  for 
Israel’s  soul  is  far  from  over. 

Tel  Aviv  leftists  debate  right- 
wing  settlers  about  whether  the 
final  borders  of  the  state  should 
encompass  the  West  Bank  or  run 
along  the  pre-1967  border.  Secular 
yuppies  from  Herzliya  lobby  to  be 
able  to  buy  pork  products  and 
shrimp  in  their  local  supermarkets, 
while  Knesset-sanctioned  inspec- 
tors slap  fines  on  malls  that  open 
on  Shabbat. 

Russian  Israelis  say  Israeli 
immigration  policies  unfairly 
exclude  their  non-Jewish  relatives, 
while  yeshiva  rabbis  warn  that  an 
influx  of  foreign  labourers  and  non- 
Jewish  immigrants  erode  the  state’s 
Jewish  character.  Arab  Israelis  from 
Jerusalem  ask  why  their  Palestinian 
cousins  from  nearby  Bethlehem  are 
barred  from  visiting  them  when  a 
Jew  from  Chicago  can  become  an 
Israeli  citizen  simply  by  showing 
up  at  Ben  Gurion  Airport  near  Tel 
Aviv  with  a letter  from  her  rabbi. 

These  are  the  growing  pains  of  a 
state  that,  60  years  after  its  found- 
ing, still  hasn’t  quite  decided  what 
it  wants  to  be. 

Yet,  even  as  they  struggle  with 
these  basic  questions,  Israelis  are 
continuing  to  build  the  state. 

One  would  be  hard-pressed  to 
find  another  country  in  the  world 
that  has  experienced  as  rapid 
growth  over  the  span  of  just  six 


decades.  That  the  growth  has 
occurred  amid  frequent  wars,  the 
constant  scourge  of  terrorism  and 
other  daily  challenges  has  made  it 
all  the  more  remarkable. 

And,  despite  the  apparent  lack 
of  natural  resources  in  Israel  - the 
country  has  no  oil  reserves  to  tap, 
no  verdant  breadbasket  and  a rela- 
tively small  population  - Jewish 
ingenuity  has  made  Israel  a centre 
of  innovation. 

Israel  has  more  companies  listed 
on  the  Nasdaq  stock  exchange  than 
any  other  outside  the  United  States. 
The  world's  leading  technology 
companies,  including  Intel,  IBM 
and  Microsoft,  maintain  extensive 
R&D  facilities  in  Israel.  The  coun- 
try has  the  highest  proportion  in  the 
world  of  university  graduates  per 
capita.  Outside  Europe  and  North 
America,  Israel  leads  in  the  number 
of  patent  applications. 

Israelis  invented  the  video  cam- 
era that  fits  inside  a pill,  giving 
doctors  a new  non-invasive  way  to 
view  their  patients’  insides.  Four 
young  Israelis  invented  the  first 
instant-messaging  technology, 
known  as  ICQ,  which  was  later  sold 
to  AOL.  The  memory  stick,  now 
almost  universally  used  in  place  of 
diskettes,  was  created  in  Israel. 

“Israel  has  the  highest  concen- 
tration of  talent  in  the  world,”  says 
Moshe  Kaveh,  president  of  Bar- 
Ilan  University. 


(SOURCE:  Paul  James  Cowie) 

Despite  the  worrisome  head- 
lines about  Iran,  Hezbollah’s  resur- 
gence along  the  Lebanon  border 
and  Hamas’  growing  power  in  the 
Gaza  Strip,  Israel  has  become  an 
increasingly  stable,  normal  country. 
In  2007,  terrorism-related  deaths  in 
Israel  fell  to  13  - the  lowest  level  in 
years. 

The  question  for  Israel  isn’t  so 
much  whether  people  will  be  able 
to  live  in  the  country  in  10,  20  or  30 
years,  but  whether  they  will  want 
to. 

After  60  years  of  focusing  on 
survival,  Israel  must  now  address 
its  internal  challenges,  Israelis  say, 
particularly  the  ones  that  threaten 
national  unity:  the  religious-secular 
gap,  the  Arab-Jewish  gap,  the  rich- 
poor  gap,  the  right  wing-left  wing 

gap- 

This,  essentially,  is  how  Israel 
has  developed  throughout  its  six 
decades  - always  in  a state  of  emer- 
gency, under  the  threat  of  wars  or 
terrorism  and  with  the  great  ques- 
tions of  society  still  unanswered. 

Yet,  all  the  while,  Israelis  have 
forged  communities,  launched 
companies,  started  rock  bands, 
built  cities,  gone  to  cafes  and  raised 
their  families. 

This  perseverance  - the  carrying 
on  of  daily  life,  despite  all  the 
craziness  in  the  country  - is  what 
makes  Israel  at  60  a story  worth 
telling. 
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THE  SOLOWAY  JCC  & VERED  ISRAEL  CULTURAL  AND  EDUCATIONAL  PROGRAM  PRESENT 


A CAPITAL  CELEBRATION  OF 


YOM  HAATZMAUT  60TH 


So  much  to  see  and  do!  ~ ^ ^ ' ' 

Experience  Israel's  60th  like  they  do  on  the  streets  of  Israel 


FEDERATION  I 

OF  OTTAWA  | 


Nf.phin  < Winter 


Event  Chair:  H 

Penny  Torontow 

For  more  Information  please  contact 
Sharon  Diamond  at  613.798.9818 
ext.  225  or  sdiamondc&jccottawa.com 


Fabulous  Israeli  entertainment 
from  California  InJoy  Orchestra 


Join  Us  for  Our  Biggest  Celebration  Ever!!! 

Thursday,  May  8, 2008  ♦ 5:00  pm  • Civic  Centre 


Master  of 
Ceremonies: 
Saul  Jacobson 

• Gamble  your  Shekels  at  the 
Dizengoff  Cafe  Casino 

• Crazy  balloon  creations  from 
B-Radical  Balloons 

• Be  amazed  by  Ottawa's  own 
interactive  Mini  Cirque 

• Search  for  historical  artifacts 
in  our  archeological  dig 

• The  first  150  children  will 
receive  a hockey  card  signed 
by  Ron  Soreanu  from  the 
Israeli  National  Hockey  Team 

• Food  vendors  and  much, 
much  more!!! 
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Israel  and  the  Ottawa  Jewish  community  share  a special  bond 


Mission  participants  visit  the  students  of  HaNadiv  Elementary  School  in  Metulla.  The 
school  is  part  of  the  Gesher  Chai  (Living  Bridge)  program  and  is  twinned  with  Hillel 
Academy.  (OJB  Photo:  Barry  Fishman) 


There  are  two  things  you  need  to  know 
about  our  special  relationship  with  Israel. 

Whenever  the  Jewish  state  is  threatened 
or  needs  our  help,  no  matter  our  politics,  we 
respond. 

Israel  helps  unite  and  build  our  communi- 
ty. If  you  go  on  a mission,  inevitably,  despite 
religious,  political  or  socio-economic  differ- 
ences, everyone  returns  home  united.  Many, 
who  in  the  past  would  have  little  to  do  with 
each  other  in  Ottawa,  become  friends  and 
builders  of  our  community.  Others,  who  have 
gone  on  their  own,  return  more  committed  to 
Yiddishkeit  and  their  Jewish  community. 

This  support  and  commitment  to  Israel 
has  been  going  on  for  a very  long  time  as 
Benita  Baker  points  out  in  the  pages  of  this 
special  Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  supplement 
in  honour  of  Israel  @ 60.  Thankfully,  it  has 
continued  to  grow  over  the  years.  In  fact,  our 
relatively  small  community  has,  in  many 
instances,  led  the  way. 

After  the  Second  Lebanon  War  in  2006, 
Ottawa’s  was  the  first  post-war  mission  to 
Israel  from  the  Diaspora.  A mere  three  days 
after  the  end  of  the  war,  our  delegation 
arrived  in  Northern  Israel.  When  they 
weren’t  busy  working  in  the  fields  or  helping 
get  schools  ready  for  the  fall  term,  they 
brought  letters  and  souvenirs  from  our  com- 
munity to  injured  soldiers,  visited  and  spoke 
with  civilians,  politicians  and  NGO  leaders 
to  find  out  how  we  could  best  help  them. 

“Our  goals  were  to  listen,  to  learn  and  to 
convey  the  hopes,  prayers  and  embraces  of 
the  Ottawa  Jewish  community  to  our  family 
in  Israel,”  wrote  Barbara  Crook  in  this  paper 
in  September  2006. 

Meanwhile,  the  community  responded  by 
raising  an  amazing  $2.1  million  in  emer- 
gency relief  for  Israel. 

In  2003,  with  the  Intifada  still  raging, 
very  few  Jews  were  visiting  Israel.  So  what 
did  we  do?  We  sent  our  largest  mission  ever 
- more  than  70  people  - to  Israel  to  cele- 
brate Yom  Ha'Atzmaut.  It  was  twice  the  size 
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of  those  from  much  larger  Jewish  communi- 
ties in  Chicago,  Philadelphia,  Toronto  and 
Northern  California. 

We  also  seem  to  be  pretty  good  at  orga- 
nizing rallies  when  Israel  is  threatened.  What 
started  out  as  a local  rally  in  support  of 
Israel  in  April  2002  mushroomed  into  a 
demonstration  of  more  than  12,000  people 
from  all  over  Canada  on  Parliament  Hill. 
More  people,  more  logistics  - no  problem. 
The  synagogues,  schools,  agencies,  countless 
volunteers  and  Federation  staff  responded  by 
working  long  hours  to  organize  the  rally  and 
the  Israeli  Relief  Fund  for  Victims  of  Terror. 

Rabbi  Michael  Melchior,  at  the  time  the 
Israeli  deputy  foreign  minister,  was  keynote 
speaker  and  noted  there  were  almost  as  many 
at  the  rally  as  there  are  Jews  in  Ottawa.  “We 
are  all  proud  of  Ottawa  Jews,”  he  said. 

During  the  1973  Yom  Kippur  War,  on  a 
day’s  notice,  2,000  people  showed  up  to 
demonstrate  on  Parliament  Hill. 

We  have,  over  the  years,  through  Partner- 
ship 2000  and  Gesher  Chai  (Living  Bridge), 
created  a special  personal  relationship  with 
the  Upper  Galilee.  Teachers  from  HaNadiv 
Elementary  School  in  Metulla,  and  those 
from  Hillel  Academy,  have  visited  each  other 
and  taught  the  students.  A state-of-the-art 
computer  lab,  funded  by  the  Jewish  Federa- 
tion of  Ottawa,  allows  pupils  from  both 
schools  to  communicate  with  each  other  over 
the  Internet.  This  year,  for  the  first  time,  the 
Grade  8 Hillel  Academy  graduation  class  will 
visit  Israel  and  meet  their  pen  pals  in  Metulla. 

Students  from  Temple  Israel  Religious 
School  have  hosted  and  been  hosted  in  Israel 


by  students  from  Emek  Hahula  High  School 
in  the  Upper  Galilee. 

Shlichim  (emissaries)  have  spent  time  in 
our  community  working  at  Camp  B’nai 
Brith,  at  our  day  schools  and  on  university 
campuses  to  strengthen  the  connections 
between  Israel  and  our  community.  Thanks 
in  part  to  the  Canada-Israel  Cultural  Founda- 
tion, the  Embassy  of  Israel  and  programming 
from  the  Soloway  Jewish  Community  Cen- 
tre, Israeli  musicians  and  artists  visit  us  on  a 
regular  basis. 

Going  on  a Federation  mission  to  Israel 
gives  you  the  unique  opportunity  to  visit 
places  not  always  open  to  the  public.  You 
will  see  first-hand  how  our  community  is 
helping  the  people  of  Israel  and,  along  the 
way,  meet  some  very  interesting  people  from 
all  walks  of  life.  You  will  notice  yourself 
feeling  a strong  connection  to  the  country,  its 
people  and  your  fellow  mission  participants. 

As  you  wander  the  streets  of  Jerusalem, 
visit  the  ancient  ruins,  walk  along  the 
seafront  boardwalk  in  Tel  Aviv,  spend  time  in 


a kibbutz  in  the  Upper  Galilee  or  simply  talk 
with  ordinary  Israelis,  you  quickly  realize 
that  Israel  feels  like  home.  It  is,  as  one  Israeli 
told  me  as  we  enjoyed  a picnic  in  a park  out- 
side Jaffa  with  other  Israelis  and  mission  par- 
ticipants, like  visiting  with  family. 

And  don’t  for  a moment  think  that  your 
visit  isn’t  appreciated. 

Ottawa  Partnership  2000  Chair  Ron  Weiss 
remembers  being  on  a mission  to  Israel  and 
explaining  to  people  in  the  north  that  the 
group  was  there  because  they  loved  Israel 
and  wanted  to  show  their  support  during  the 
hard  times. 

“We  have  actually  seen  people  cry.  They 
are  so  touched  by  our  support,”  he  says.  “It 
has  created  strong  bonds  and  friendships.” 

Supporting  Israel  financially  is  important. 
So  is  showing  your  face.  As  Israel  celebrates 
its  60th  birthday,  the  best  present  you  can 
give  it  is  to  take  part  in  the  Federation  Mis- 
sion now  being  planned  for  November  10- 
19,  2008.  Contact  Jack  Silverstein  at  613- 
798-4696  ext.  246  for  details. 


Moy  there  be  shalom,  security  and 
prosperity  for  all  of  Israel... 

Yom  HaAtzmaut  Samayach! 

Pamela  & Oded  Ravek 


With  the  breathtaking  colours  and 
brilliant  textures  of  stained  glass,  we 
create  luminous  glass  art  for  display 
and  function  for  you  to  indulge. 
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• Windows  • Doors  • Fused  Art 


Mazal  tov 
on  the 

60th  anniversary 
of  the  State  of  Israel 

from  the  Board  of  Directors, 
Participants,  Staff  and  Membership  of  Tamir. 

Our  pride 

in  Israel’s  accomplishments  in  the  past 
is  matched  with  our  hope 
for  peace  and  prosperity  in  the  future. 


The  Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  celebrates  Israel’s  60th  - May  5,  2008  - Page  5 Israel@60 


Ottawa  Pioneer  Women’s  Organization  prepares  bedding  to  send  to  Israel  in  1948. 

(Photo  courtesy  Ottawa  Jewish  Archives) 

60  years  of  close  ties 
to  the  State  of  Israel 


By  Benita  Baker 

in  1947,  when  the  United  Nations  voted 
to  partition  Palestine,  Ottawa’s  Jewish  com- 
munity was  less  than  4,000.  More  than  500 
of  them  crammed  into  the  Nelson  Theater  to 
celebrate  the  birth  of  a nation. 

From  official  state  visits  of  Israeli  politi- 
cians, to  the  generosity  and  commitment  of 
our  community  members,  during  the  ensuing 
60  years,  Ottawa’s  Jewish  community  has 
maintained  close  ties  with  Israel. 

The  following  are  some  noteworthy 
events  that  highlight  our  communities’  spe- 
cial bond  with  Israel. 


1950s 

It  took  five  years,  but,  in  October  1953, 
Israel’s  first  ambassador  to  Canada, 
Michael  Comay,  arrived  in  Ottawa. 

When  Foreign  Minister  Golda  Meir 
came  to  Ottawa  in  1956  to  meet  with  Prime 
Minister  Louis  St.  Laurent,  a reception  for 
the  general  community  was  held  on  Friday 
evening  at  the  Jewish  Community  Centre 
(total  cost:  $325).  Despite  the  extraordinary 
opportunity  to  meet  a woman  of  Meir’s 
stature,  some  community  members  took 
offence  that  an  official  function  was  held  on 
(Continued  on  page  6) 
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Canadian  Jewish  Congress 

Congres  juif  canadien  www.cjc.ca 


Mazel  Tov  to  the  State  of  Israel 
on  its  60th  birthday. 


May  the  future  be  blessed 
with  peace  and  prosperity. 


With  our  deepest  love  and  respect, 

Canadian  Jewish  Congress 

Bernie  M.  Farber,  CEO 
Sytvain  Abitbol,  Co-President 
Rabbi  Reuven  P.Bulka,  Co-President 


Congratulations  Israel 
as  you  celebrate 
your  60th  birthday . 


Mayor  Larry  O’Brien 
City  of  Ottawa 


Mazel  Tov 

to  Israel 

on  its 

60th  Anniversary 


NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS 

6900  Decarie  Blvd.,  Suite  3110, 
Montreal  QC  H3X  2T8 
Toll  Free:  1-800-731-2848 
Phone:  514-731-4400 
Fax:  514-731-2490 
Email:  info@cmdai.org 


OTTAWA  CHAPTER 

Sarah  Siuedler,  President 
71  Echo  Drive 
Ottawa,  ON  K1S  1M9 
Tel:  613-231-3659 
Fax:  613-231-7177 
Email:  swedler@rogers.com 
Sam  Litwack, 

Honorary  National  Director 
Tel:  613-738-7778 
Fax:  613-738-1752 
Email:  samdora@sympatico.ca 


Norton  Segal,  QC 
National  President 


Arnold  Rosner 
National  Executive  Director 


Israel  can't  survive  without  MDA  - MDA  can't  survive  without  you. 
YOUR  GIFT  WILL  HELP  SAVE  LIVES  IN  ISRAEL 
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The  Chief  Rabbi  of  Israel  Chaim  Herzog  and  wife  I.H.  Herzog  are  met  at  the  Rideau 
Street  railway  station  by  a delegation  of  well  wishers  from  the  Ottawa  Jewish  com- 
munity, December  1954.  (Photo  courtesy  Ottawa  Jewish  Archives) 


PM  David  Ben-Gurion  meets  with  members  of  the  39th  Wolf  Pack  Troop  in  1961 

(Photo  courtesy  Ottawa  Jewish  Archives) 


Shazar,  first  president  of  Israel  to  visit  Ottawa 


(Continued  from  page  5) 
Shabbat,  and  a letter  of  con- 
cern was  sent  to  the  Israeli 
embassy. 

The  featured  speaker  at 
Ottawa’s  10th  anniversary 
celebration  of  Israeli  state- 
hood was  the  son  of  Presi- 
dent Franklin  Delano  Roo- 
sevelt. Congressman  James 


Roosevelt  of  California,  who 
had  just  returned  from  Israel. 

“If  the  U.S.  thinks  it  is 
the  melting  pot  of  the 
world,”  Congressman  Roo- 
sevelt said,  “then  Israel 
should  be  known  as  the 
world’s  pressure  cooker.” 

Other  official  state  visits 
to  Ottawa  during  the  1 950s 


included  the  chief  rabbi  of 
Israel  as  well  as  Moshe 
Shapira,  Israel’s  minister 
of  social  welfare  and  reli- 
gion. 

In  December  1952, 
Ottawa  joined  the  world 
community  in  mourning  the 
death  of  Chaim  Weizmann, 
first  president  of  Israel. 


Unfortunately,  due  to 
lack  a funding,  a planned 
visit  of  the  Israeli  Philhar- 
monic Orchestra  to  Ottawa 
had  to  be  cancelled. 

1960s 

Ottawa’s  Jewish  popula- 
tion remained  small  during 
the  1960s  - under  6,000  - 
yet  the  community  was 
already  establishing  itself  as 
a generous  supporter  of 
Israel. 

According  to  the  1967 
minutes  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Vaad 
Ha’Ir,  “Ottawa’s  record  of 
bond  purchases  over  the 
years  has  been  held  up  as  an 
example  to  communities 
throughout  the  US  and 


Canada.  Since  1953,  well 
over  $2  million  in  bonds 
have  been  sold  and  at  no 
time  have  there  been  under 
800  purchasers  in  the  com- 
munity.” 

In  response  to  the  1967 
Six  Day  War,  Ottawa’s  Emer- 
gency Campaign  for  Israel 
raised  almost  $900,000,  in 
addition  to  $435,000  raised 
by  UJA  earlier. 

In  the  fall  of  1 96 1 , Prime 
Minister  David  Ben-Gurion 
visited  Hillel  Academy  and 
also  met  with  members  of 
the  39th  Wolf  Pack  Troop  at 
the  JCC.  Zalman  Shazar, 
the  third  President  of  Israel, 
came  to  Ottawa  in  1967. 

He  was  the  first  presi- 
dent of  Israel  to  visit  here. 


1970s 

When  Prime  Minister 
Menachem  Begin  and  his 
wife  visited  Ottawa  in 
November  1978,  it  was 
described  as  a high-point  in 
the  histoiy  of  the  communi- 
ty’. Peace  talks  with  Egypt 
were  under  way,  but  the 
Nobel  Peace  Prize  had  not 
yet  been  awarded. 

Upon  their  arrival  at 
Uplands  Air  Force  Base, 
Prime  Minister  Pierre 
Elliott  Trudeau  broke  with 
tradition  and  invited  Begin 
to  walk  the  perimeter  and 
shake  hands  with  the  crowd. 

“You  can  imagine  the 
roar  of  approval  which  that 
brought  and  how  excited 
(Continued  on  page  8) 


Carlson  Wagonlit  Travel 
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U.N.  APPROVE  PARTITION  OF  PALESTINE 
GREATEST  CHANUKAH  IN  1900  YEARS 
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Community  Service  of  Thanksgiving 

ADATH  JESIIURUN  SYNAGOGUE,  Kln«  Edward  Aw. 


Friday  Bvrnlng,  December  ilh,  130  p m. 

Rabbi  Emanuel  L.  Lifschutz 


■'FAB.KSTINR  — A HOPE  AND  A CltAlXENGK" 


TWO  SHOPPING  DAYS 
TO  CHANUKAH 


Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  December  1947  story  on  the  partition  of 
Palestine.  (Photo  courtesy  Ottawa  Jewish  Archives) 


To  mark  the  20th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  Israel,  an  El  Al  airline  stewardess  carries  a flaming 
brand  during  the  May  1968  Yom  Ha'Atzmaut  celebration  in  Ottawa. 

(Photo  courtesy  Ottawa  Jewish  Archives) 


University  of  Ottawa 

Mazel-tov  from  the  Vered  Jewish  Canadian 
Studies  Program 

An  academic  program  that  promotes  an  understanding  of  Jewish  life, 
culture,  language,  literature,  and  history  in  Canada 

New  minor  in  Jewish  Canadian  Studies. 

Course  offerings  for  fall  2008-spring  2009: 

History  of  the  Jews  in  Canada;  Canadian  Jewish  Writers;  Canadian  Responses  to  the  Holocaust;  the  Montreal  Jewish  Community; 
Introduction  to  Yiddish  Language  and  Culture  (spring  immersion  program). 

Instructors:  Professors  Irving  Abella,  Pierre  Anctil,  Rebecca  Margolis,  and  Seymour  Mayne 


u Ottawa 


For  more  information: 

Prof.  Rebecca  Margolis,  Vered  Jewish  Canadian  Studies  Program 
Institute  of  Canadian  Studies,  University  of  Ottawa,  52  University  St. 
Ottawa,  Ontario,  Canada  K1N6N5 

613-562-5800x2955  • E-mail:  rmargoli@uOttawa.ca 

www.canada.uOttawa.ca/en/vered.htm 


Programme  d’etudes  juives  canadiennes 

■VERgD1!1 

Jewish  Canadian  Studies  Program 
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Begin  visit 

(Continued  from  page  6) 
every  man,  woman  and  child  felt 
to  be  so  close  to  these  great  world 
leaders,”  said  then-Vaad  President 
Gilbert  Greenberg.  “They 
cheered,  sang  and  clapped  hands.” 

Golda  Meir,  this  time  as  prime 
minister,  returned  to  Ottawa  in 
November  1970  to  meet  with 
Prime  Minister  Trudeau  and 
External  Affairs  Minister  Mitchell 
Sharpe.  It  was  a brief  12-hour  stay 
and,  unfortunately,  she  didn’t  have 
time  to  meet  with  local  communi- 
ty members.  When  she  visited  the 
United  States  in  March  1973  and 
could  not  fit  a visit  to  Ottawa  into 
her  schedule,  senior  members  of 
the  Vaad  went  to  New  York  to 
meet  with  her. 

During  the  summer  of  1 974,  as 
a result  of  the  compassion  and 
generosity  of  Ottawa  community 
members,  a long-standing  tradi- 
tion was  set  in  motion  when  20 
Israeli  orphans  attended  Camp 
B’nai  Brith. 

Several  Israeli  officials  visited 
during  the  1970s.  Foreign  Minis- 
ter Abba  Eban  came  in  1970. 
Menachem  Begin  first  came  to 
Ottawa  in  1971,  before  he  became 
prime  minister.  Major-General 
David  Ofer,  Tel  Aviv’s  chief  of 


1980s 

In  August  1986,  United  Israel 
Appeal  Canada  notified  the  Ottawa 
Vaad  Ha’Ir  that  it  wanted  to  build  a 
sports  centre  in  Metulla,  Israel,  in 
memory  of  Hy  Hochberg.  Thus  the 
Canada  Centre,  Israel's  Olympic- 
sized skating  rink  and  sports  com- 
plex, was  conceived  and  dedicated 
in  May  1987,  during  the  annual 
mission. 


‘high  point 

police,  visited  in  1974.  Israel’s 
first  ambassador  to  the  United 
Nations,  General  Chaim  Herzog, 
was  the  keynote  speaker  at  the 
Annual  Parliamentary  Conference 
in  April  1976. 

In  December  1973,  a memorial 
service  was  held  in  tribute  to 
Israel’s  first  Prime  Minister, 
David  Ben-Gurion. 


in  the 


history  of  this  community’ 


1990s 

There  was  a grand  celebration 
in  Ottawa  for  Israel’s  50th 
anniversary.  Former  Prime  Minis- 
ter Shimon  Peres  was  a special 
guest  at  a gala  dinner,  as  was  the 
commander  of  an  immigrant  ship, 
Yoash  Tsiddon-Chatto  and  his 
wife  Raissa. 

The  evening’s  highlight  was  a 
showing  of  the  movie  Exodus. 


Prime  Ministers  Menachem  Begin  and  Pierre  Elliott  Trudeau  hold  a press  conference  during  the 
November  1978  visit  of  Israel’s  prime  minister.  (Photo  courtesy  Ottawa  Jewish  Archives) 
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Israeli  ambassador 
speaks  to  the  Bulletin 


By  Michael  Regenstreif 

As  Israel  prepared  to  mark  the  60th 
anniversary  of  modem  statehood  the  coun- 
try’s representative  in  Canada,  Ambassador 
Alan  Baker,  sat  down  with  the  Ottawa  Jewish 
Bulletin  for  a wide-ranging  discussion  that 
touched  on  his  own  background  the  peace 
process  and  the  current  state  of  the  Middle 
East,  his  role  as  ambassador,  and  Israel’s  rela- 
tionships with  Canada  and  the  Canadian  and 
Ottawa  Jewish  communities. 

Baker  grew  up  in  England  and  studied  law 
at  the  University  of  London. 

“Toward  the  end  of  my  law  studies,  I made 
aliyah  to  Israel  in  1969  with  my  whole  fami- 
ly,” he  said.  “We  settled  in  Jerusalem  and  I 
went  to  the  Hebrew  University  and  did  a sec- 
ond degree  in  international  law.” 

After  completing  his  law  studies  at  the 
Hebrew  University,  the  future  ambassador  did 
his  Israeli  army  service.  He  was  due  to  be  dis- 
charged from  the  army  on  the  day  after  Yom 
Kippur  in  1973, /but  the  Yom  Kippur  War 
changed  his  plans.  Baker  served  on  the  front 
lines  in  Sinai,  “'fhey  automatically  extended 
my  army  service  for  another  six  months  and, 
after  that,  I decided  to  stay  on  in  the  army  as  a 
military  lawyer.” 

Baker  spept  two  years  prosecuting  terror- 
ists in  Sinai  and  Gaza  before  moving  on  to  Tel 
Aviv  where  he  became  an  army  senior  legal 
counsel  in  international  law. 

“As  a legal  counsel  to  the  army  and  the 
ministry  of  defense,  I was  involved  in  dealing 
with  the  International  Red  Cross;  with 
humanitarian  law;  laws  of  warfare;  interna- 
tional conferences  on  weapons,  both  conven- 
tional weapons  and  non-conventional 
weapons;  laws  of  the  sea  and  laws  of  armed 
conflict.  I did  a lot  of  travelling  abroad, 
including  to  Canada.  I used  to  come  to  the 
International  Civil  Aviation  Organization  in 
Montreal  to  deal  with  aviation  terrorism,”  he 
recalled. 

In  1979,  Baker  joined  Israel’s  diplomatic 
service,  again  as  an  expert  in  international 
law.  “I  was  involved  in  negotiations  with  the 
Egyptians,  the  Lebanese,  the  Syrians  and  the 
Palestinians  on  the  various  documentations 
involved  in  the  peace  process.” 

Baker  was  directly  involved  in  negotiating 
the  Oslo  Accords  with  the  Palestinians,  a 
process  that  led  to  the  most  hopeful  period  in 
the  history  of  Israel’s  long  conflict  with  the 
Palestinians. 

Asked  about  the  current  peace  negotia- 
tions, the  ambassador  spoke  of  Israel’s  com- 
mitment to  work  toward  the  two-state  solution 
but  expressed  doubts  that  an  agreement  could 
be  fully  implemented  as  long  as  Hamas 
remains  in  control  of  Gaza. 

“As  long  as  Hamas,  in  any  form,  has  influ- 
ence or  is  the  predominant  political  party  or 
element  in  Palestinian  society,  as  a result  of 
elections  or  whatever,  then  there’s  no  real 
hope  of  establishing  peace  because  the  basic 
ideology  of  Hamas  doesn’t  accept  a Jewish 
state,  doesn’t  accept  Israel,”  he  said. 


The  key  to  Israel  achieving  real  peace  with 
the  Palestinians  will  be  the  Palestinian  public 
deciding  that  Hamas’s  policies  are  not  in  their 
interests. 

“I’ve  been  involved  in  negotiations  with 
the  Palestinians  since  1991.  It’s  now  2008  - 
almost  20  years.  We’ve  gone  through  periods 
of  hope  and  joy  and  I remember  the  kissing 
and  hugging  with  Arafat  and  Abu  Mazin 
(Mahmud  Abbas)  when  we  signed  the  interim 
agreement  in  1995.  We  genuinely  believed 
we’d  broken  the  back  of  the  bitterness  and 
were  going  to  move  forward  toward  peace. 
And  look  what  happened. 

“The  whole  thing  broke  down  and  we’ve 
now  got  this  terrible  development  of  funda- 
mentalism, of  Jihadism,  which  is  taking  over  a 
lot  of  the  Arab  world  and  creating  a huge 
problem  for  the  more  moderate  Arab  states.  I 
don’t  see  a rosy  future  from  this  point  6f 
view.” 

But,  despite  Hamas,  Israel  remains  com- 
mitted to  pursuing  peace  with  the  Palestinians 
and  the  establishment  of  a Palestinian  state. 

“We’re  committed  to  finding  every  way 
possible  to  reach  peace,”  said  Baker.  “We 
can’t  just  give  up  and  say,  ‘Well,  OK,  nothing 
doing,  so  let’s  not  do  anything.’  We  have  to 
continue  to  make  every  effort  to  reach  peace.” 

However,  Baker  warned,  “even  if  we  com- 
plete negotiations,  it  won’t  be  implementable 
until  the  Palestinians  are  able  to  dismantle 
Hamas  and  form  a stable  government.” 

According  to  Baker,  the  influence  of  the 
Iranian  regime  is  to  blame  for  much  of  the 
current  conflict  in  the  Middle  East.  Not  only 
for  the  situations  between  Israel  and  Hezbol- 
lah, but  also  for  the  conflicts  in  Afghanistan, 
Iraq  and  elsewhere. 

“In  my  opinion,  Iran  is  the  source  of  all 
evil.  I think  the  international  community  is 
completely  and  utterly  naive  in  not  pushing 
forward  to  prevent  Iran  from  developing  a 
nuclear  weapons  capability.  The  Iranians  are 
laughing  at  the  international  community,”  he 
said. 

Baker  blamed  the  Russians  and  the  Chi- 
nese for  the  weakness  of  the  sanctions 
imposed  by  the  United  Nations  on  Iran  to  pre- 
vent it  from  pursuing  nuclear  weaponry.  This 
weakness,  he  said,  provides  the  Iranians  with  a 
green  light  to  proceed. 

“We’re  trying  to  shout  to  the  international 
community.  The  Canadians  are  fully  aware  of 
it,  the  Americans  are  fully  aware  of  it,  but  the 
Europeans,  the  Russians  and  the  Chinese 
don’t  seem  to  be  taking  it  seriously.  I think  this 
is  a big  mistake  and  they’ll  live  to  regret  it.  So 
will  we.” 

Baker  arrived  in  Canada  as  Israel’s  ambas- 
sador in  2004. 

“I’ve  had  the  title  of  ambassador  for  many 
years  as  one  of  the  leading  Israeli  negotiators. 
But  this  was  the  first  time  that  I’ve  been  given 
a country  and  told  to  go  and  be  an  ambassador 
in  that  country,”  he  said. 

He’s  enjoyed  the  experience.  From  follow- 
(Continued  on  page  11) 
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Baker  urges  community  to  help  fight  campus  bias 


Ambassador  Alan  Baker 

(Photo  courtesy  of  Embassy  of  Israel) 


(Continued  from  page  10) 
ing  the  minority  government 
politics  we’ve  experienced 
here  during  his  tenure  at  the 
Israeli  Embassy  to  travelling 
the  country  meeting  with  the 
Canadian  public,  with  various 
other  communities,  including 
First  Nations,  and,  of  course, 
with  Jewish  communities. 

“We’ve  travelled  exten- 
sively throughout  Canada,” 
he  said,  “and  we’ve  tried  to 
visit  the  smaller  Jewish  com- 
munities in  places  like  Regi- 
na, Sydney,  Hamilton,  Lon- 
don and  Windsor.  Places  that 
ambassadors  don’t  always  get 
to.  We  consider  it  very  impor- 
tant.” 

Baker  said  he’s  enjoyed 
good  access  to  the  prime  min- 
ister and  other  senior  minis- 
ters he  deals  with  in  the  areas 
of  bilateral  relationships 
between  Israel  and  Canada. 

The  ambassador  said  that 
he’s  often  frustrated  with  the 
Canadian  media. 

“What’s  coming  from  cor- 
respondents based  in  Israel, 
whether  it’s  The  Globe  and 
Mail  or  CBC  or  CTV,  is 
slanted,  manipulative  and 


biased.  So  the  average  Cana- 
dian gets  that  type  of  report- 
ing and  thinks  that’s  the  situ- 
ation in  Israel.  It’s  my  job  as 
ambassador  to  try  and 
straighten  out  wrong  impres- 
sions. Sometimes  I succeed 
and  sometimes  I don’t.  Some 
of  the  newspapers  are  fed  up 
with  getting  my  articles,  op- 
eds  and  letters.  In  my  opin- 
ion, that’s  a job  of  an  ambas- 
sador. It’s  been  a challenge,” 
he  said. 

“Another  of  my  big  chal- 
lenges has  been  dealing  with 
the  campuses.  I make  a point 
of  speaking  on  campuses 
wherever  I go  and  sometimes 
it’s  been  a battleground  with 
huge  amounts  of  anti-Israel 
propaganda  from  left  wing 
and  Muslim  elements.  Left 
wing  Jewish  elements  are 
particularly  offensive  and 
problematic  for  an  Israeli 
ambassador,”  he  said.  “It’s 
been  an  uphill  battle  with 
these  types  of  people.” 

Despite  the  challenges  of 
the  media  and  the  campuses, 
Baker  said  the  Canadian  pub- 
lic generally  regards  Israel  as 
a strong  ally  with  many  com- 


mon interests  and  values, 
including  economic  interests. 
Israel  and  Canada  have  a free 
trade  agreement  as  well  as  an 
industrial  research  and  devel- 
opment agreement  to  fund 
and  encourage  research  and 
development  in  various 
industrial  projects.  Baker  also 
pointed  to  the  Canada-Israel 
Chamber  of  Commerce, 
which  encourages  Canadian 
and  Israeli  entrepreneurs  and 
business  people  to  partner 


with  each  other. 

The  Canadian  Jewish 
community,  said  the  ambas- 
sador, is  united  in  its  support 
for  Israel. 

“I  found  it  very  encourag- 
ing, for  instance,  during  the 
Second  Lebanon  War  in 
2006,  when  community  after 
community  got  together, 
donated  money  and  sent  mis- 
sions to  Israel.” 

The  relationship,  with  the 
Ottawa  Jewish  community. 


Baker  added,  is  very  strong. 
However,  the  ambassador 
admitted  to  being  frustrated 
at  relatively  low  attendance  at 
certain  events. 

“For  instance,  we  had  150 
people  at  an  event  with  three 
residents  of  Sderot  who  came 
to  Ottawa  to  tell  of  their  expe- 
riences. In  a community  of 
16,000  people,  a turnout  of 
150  is  very  disappointing. 

“It’s  not  just  Ottawa.  I 
think  it’s  the  general  Canadi- 


an Jewish  community,”  he 
said.  There’s  a huge  willing- 
ness to  donate,  to  organize 
events  and  dinners,  and  to 
honour  people.  But  some- 
times I tend  to  feel  the  enthu- 
siasm to  be  involved  in  this 
type  of  thing  is  far  greater 
than  the  enthusiasm  for  doing 
something  practical  vis-a-vis 
Israel. 

“I  don’t  want  this  to  be 
misinterpreted  as  criticism, 
but  I think  it  would  be  far 
more  important  if  more  mem- 
bers of  the  Jewish  community 
would  write  op-eds  and 
would  take  serious  issue  with 
the  anti-Israel  elements  on 
the  campuses  in  Ottawa." 

The  ambassador  encour- 
aged Jewish  Ottawans  to  go 
to  the  universities  and  take 
part  in  the  debates. 

“Supporting  Israel  isn’t 
just  organizing  dinners  and 
honouring  people  who  have 
donated  a lot  of  money,”  he 
said.  “Supporting  Israel 
means  that  you  have  to  fight 
the  battle  on  the  campuses. 
You  have  to  help  the  students 
and  give  them  as  much  sup- 
port as  possible.” 


Happy  60th 


^ ^ a 


Mazel  Tov  Israel  on  sixty  years 
of  hard  work,  strength  and  courage. 
You  make  us  very  proud. 


Jewish 


Live  Generously. 

IT  DOES  A WORLD  OF  GOOD 
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With  nothing  pushing  Jews  to  Israel,  can  it  lure  olim? 


Bv  Dina  Kraft 


mass  immigration  of  Jews 
today,  all  that  remains  are  the 
few  immigrants  of  choice  - 
also  known  as  “pull”  immi- 
grants. 

Officials  involved  with 
aliyah  say  they  expect  no 
more  than  15,000  or  so  new 
immigrants  to  Israel  this 
year. 


in  recent  years,  a far  cry  from 


More  than  1,000  potential  emigres  from  the  New  York  area  attend  a daylong  Jewish 
Agency  aliyah  seminar  on  April  6,  2008  featuring  sessions  by  Israeli  government  rep- 
resentatives, as  well  as  employment  and  financial  counsellors.  (Credit:  David  Karp) 


TEL  AVIV  (JTA)  - 
Founded  with  the  express 
purpose  of  “ingathering  of 
the  exiles”  - but  with  no 
more  large  groups  of  Jews  to 
save  - Israel  is  facing  the  end 
of  the  era  of  mass  aliyah. 

Recent  reports  that  the 
Jewish  Agency  for  Israel  was 
considering  shutting  down  its 
flagship  aliyah  department 
have  prompted  discussion 
about  the  future  of  immigra- 
tion to  Israel  even  as  agency 
officials  quickly  denied  the 
department  was  closing. 

“Israel  cannot  throw  away 
the  idea  of  aliyah  because  it  is 
one  of  basics  of  the  ideology 
of  having  a Jewish  state,"  said 
David  Raz,  a former  Jewish 
Agency  emissary  abroad. 
“You  have  to  create  a situa- 
tion that  people  will  want  to 
come,  from  the  element  of 
being  together  with  Jews. 

But  it's  not  simple.  There 
is  a trickle,  but,  basically, 
from  the  free  world  the  major- 
ity does  not  want  to  come.” 

The  crux  of  the  matter  is 
that  immigration  of  necessity 
- also  called  “push  aliyah”  - 
is  largely  at  its  end,  with  few 
Jews  left  in  the  Diaspora  who 
need  the  Jewish  state  as  a 
haven  from  persecution  or 
dire  economic  straits.  The 
Jews  of  the  Arab  world  fled 
to  Israel  in  the  1950s,  Russ- 
ian-speaking Jews  flocked 
here  in  the  1990s  and 
Ethiopians  came  over  the 
course  of  the  past  25  years. 

With  nothing  pushing 


“You  have  Jews  in  the 
West  who  live  very  comfort- 
ably under  pluralistic  govern- 
ments that  give  them 
unprecedented  social  and 
economic  opportunities  and 
let  them  live  Jewish  lives,” 
said  Uzi  Rebhun,  a demogra- 
pher at  Hebrew  University’s 
Institute  of  Contemporary 
Jewry.  “In  turn,  aliyah  to 
Israel  has  gone  down.” 

With  the  pool  of  potential 
push  immigrants  drying  up, 
officials  like  Oded  Salomon, 
the  director-general  of  aliyah 
and  absorption  for  the  Jewish 
Agency,  are  thinking  about 
how  to  pull  Jews  to  Israel  in 
new  and  different  ways. 

Salomon  says  the  focus 
now  is  on  educational  pro- 
grams that  bring  young  Jews 
to  Israel  in  the  hope  of  foster- 
ing lifelong  connections  to 
the  Jewish  state  and  creating 
new  immigrants. 

The  Jewish  Agency  wants 
to  create  a special  visa  for 
visiting  Diaspora  Jews  who 
want  to  explore  the  idea  of 
aliyah  by  living  in  Israel  for  a 
few  months.  Such  arrivals 
would  be  assisted  with  find- 
ing volunteer  or  work  posi- 
tions and  Hebrew  study. 


Aliyah  officials  also  are 
embracing  the  notion  of 
“flexible  aliyah”  in  which 
immigrants  split  their  time 
between  Israel  and  the  Dias- 
pora. About  10  per  cent  of 
immigrants  who  have  made 
aliyah  with  the  assistance  of 
Nefesh  B'Nefesh,  which 
facilitates  aliyah  from  North 
America  and  Britain  with 
cash  grants  and  assistance, 
divide  their  time  between 
Israel  and  jobs  abroad. 

Other  ideas  to  attract  a 
new  kind  of  aliyah  being  dis- 
cussed include  retirement 
communities  near  Eilat  for 
American  Jewish  retirees  to 
the  creation  of  an  all-French- 
speaking  town. 

Israel  has  experienced 
other  periods  of  sluggish 
immigration,  such  as  the 


1970s  and  1980s,  but,  in 
those  eras,  there  were  large 
communities  of  Jews  unable 
to  emigrate  and  come  to  the 
Jewish  state,  such  as  those  in 
the  Soviet  Union. 

Today,  however,  the  Jews 
who  remain  in  the  former 
Soviet  Union  are  either  too 
old  to  immigrate  or  prefer  to 
stay  put  in  countries  where 
improved  economies  and 
more  democratic  freedoms 
have  made  life  in  the  Diaspo- 
ra more  attractive. 

Mass  immigration  from 
Ethiopia  - where  politics, 
economics  and  religious  ide- 
ology sent  tens  of  thousands 
of  Jews  to  Israel  over  the  past 
quarter  century  - is  expected 
to  end  some  time  this  sum- 
mer. The  Jewish  Agency 
plans  to  shut  its  Ethiopian 


offices  and  bring  home  its 
staff  when  the  last  arrivals 
come. 

Yuli  Edelstein,  the  former 
Soviet  refusnik  and  prisoner 
of  Zion  who  later  served  as 
Israel’s  absorption  minister, 
said  Israel  must  make  sure  it 
can  provide  both  meaningful 
professional  opportunities 
and  meaningful  Jewish  life  if 
it  wants  to  see  significant 
immigration  to  the  country. 

“This  is  a real  period  of 
rethinking,”  Edelstein  told 
JTA , noting  the  economic 
and  professional  opportuni- 
ties Jews  have  in  the  West. 
“Without  a Jewish  motiva- 
tion for  being  here,  it  will  be 
much  more  difficult  to  attract 
people.” 

Among  Israelis,  too,  the 
ethos  of  aliyah  has  dampened 


when  it  was  described  by  the 
drafters  of  Israel’s  Declara- 
tion of  Independence  in  1948 
as  the  part  of  the  vision  of 
“the  prophets  of  Israel.” 

“I  don’t  think  aliyah  is  on 
the  agenda  of  Israeli  society,” 
Rebhun  said. 

Despite  the  country’s 
founding  mission,  he  said, 
“Sixty  years  after  the  State  of 
Israel  was  established,  most 
Jews  still  live  outside  of 
Israel.” 

Sergio  DellaPergola,  a 
demographer  from  Hebrew 
University  who  also  is  asso- 
ciated with  the  Jewish  People 
Policy  Planning  Institute,  a 
Jerusalem  think  tank,  says 
many  potential  immigrants 
are  put  off  by  the  bureaucra- 
cy and  difficulties  of  Israeli 
life,  not  to  mention  Israel’s 
security  situation. 

DellaPergola  says  major 
reforms  are  needed  to  help 
ease  the  path  of  immigrants, 
especially  when  it  comes  to 
accepting  degrees  and  pro- 
fessional credentials  earned 
abroad. 

Despite  plans  for  a new  set 
of  tax  breaks  for  new  immi- 
grants and  other  ideas  to  help 
pave  the  way  for  potential 
immigrants,  at  the  end  of  the 
day,  immigrants  will  come  to 
Israel  only  if  they  see  in  the 
Jewish  state  the  promise  of  a 
fulfilling  Jewish  life,  Del- 
laPergola said. 

“If  it’s  a country  just  like 
any  other,”  he  said,  “then  why 
come  here?” 
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Why  I made  aliyah 


By  Samuel  Hyman 

TEL  AVIV  (JTA)  - People  often  ask  me 
why  I left  my  family,  friends  and  country  to 
move  to  a place  wracked  by  war  and  where 
salaries  are  less  than  half  what  1 could  expect 
to  make  for  comparable  work  in  North 
America. 

There’s  no  short  answer. 

Since  my  first  trip  here  at  the  age  of  16, 
Israel  always  has  held  a very  special  place  in 
my  heart.  During  that  trip,  which  1 took  with 
my  mother,  we  both  volunteered  in  the  Israel 
Defense  Forces  for  three  weeks  through  a 
program  called  Sar-El.  I was  stationed  up 
north,  on  Mount  Hermon,  with  a Golani 
infantry  unit. 

There  I was,  a 1 6-year-old  American  Jew 
surrounded  by  Israeli  soldiers  only  a few 
years  my  senior,  stationed  next  to  the  Syrian 
and  Lebanese  borders.  We  filled  sandbags 
and  lined  bunkers,  laid  barbed-wire  fence, 
helped  clean  and  repair  weaponry  and  min- 
gled with  the  soldiers  in  the  evenings.  I even 
learned  to  fire  an  M-16. 

However  brief,  those  three  weeks  laid  the 
foundation  for  where  I am  today. 

Following  that  trip,  I returned  to  Israel 
four  times  before  making  aliyah,  with  each 
trip  a different  “Israel  experience.”  I travelled 
on  a youth  group  tour  program,  volunteered 
in  the  military,  taught  English,  studied 
Hebrew  at  ulpan  and  volunteered  on  various 
kibbutzim. 

Each  experience  opened  my  eyes  a little 
more  to  various  facets  of  Israeli  society.  And 
each  time  I returned  to  the  United  States,  I 
longed  to  be  back  in  Israel. 

I planned  to  return  to  Israel  someday  as  an 
oleh  chadash  - a new  immigrant  - but  the 
timing  just  was  never  right.  I worked  a few 
jobs,  went  to  graduate  school  and  had  girl- 
friends, but  I was  never  entirely  able  to  com- 
mit myself  to  living  in  America.  1 joined  a 
synagogue  and  became  an  active  member  of 
my  local  Jewish  community,  but  my  heart 
belonged  to  Israel. 

Then,  almost  a year  ago,  1 realized  I had 
reached  a now-or-never  point.  So  I opened  up 
an  aliyah  file  with  the  Jewish  Agency,  com- 
pleted my  Nefesh  B’Nefesh  application  and, 
on  July  9, 2007,  boarded  a plane  to  Ben-Guri- 
on  Airport. 

It  may  sound  like  a cliche,  but  I’ve  never 
felt  so  at  home  as  I do  here  in  Israel.  Though 
I love  America  and  believe  it  is  a great  place 
to  be  a Jew,  in  Israel,  there  is  a sense  of  col- 
lective being  that  I never  experienced  in  the 
United  States. 

Jewish  holidays  are  national  holidays, 
finding  kosher  food  is  a cinch  and  Hebrew  is 
the  lingua  franca.  Being  Jewish  here  is  the 


norm  rather  than  the  exception.  These  things 
and  more  give  me  a sense  of  belonging  in 
Israel. 

The  Zionist  experiment  is  undoubtedly  a 
remarkable  event  in  Jewish  history.  To  be  a 
part  of  it  is  an  honour  and  a source  of  pride. 
As  a strong  believer  in  Jewish  historical  ties 
to  the  Land  of  Israel  and  the  need  for  a strong 
and  secure  Jewish  state  as  a safe  haven  for 
Jews  across  the  globe,  I feel  that  contributing 
to  Israel’s  well-being  is  imperative  for  me. 

Nonetheless,  there  are  many  ways  a caring 
Jew  can  contribute  to  the  health  and  prosper- 
ity of  the  people  of  Israel.  One  can  pray  and 
study  Torah,  serve  in  the  IDF,  work  for.a  pro- 
Israel  lobby,  give  charity  or  start  a high-tech 
company  and  help  the  Israeli  economy.  Even 
the  mere  act  of  raising  a Jewish  family  con- 
stitutes a remarkable  contribution.  Ensuring 
that  future  generations  of  Jewish  men  and 
women  remain  Jewish  is  the  foundation  for 
the  future  of  the  Jewish  people. 

But,  for  me,  living  in  Israel  - and,  God 
willing,  raising  my  children  here  - is  the  ulti- 
mate way  to  help  the  Jewish  people. 

Every  loaf  of  bread  I buy  here,  every  pay- 
cheque  from  which  taxes  are  taken,  every  day 
spent  living  here  is  a true  act  of  Zionism.  It’s 
a statement  to  the  world:  Am  yisrael  chai,  the 
Jewish  people  lives,  and  we  shall  remain  in 
our  historical  homeland. 

Living  in  the  epicentre  of  the  Jewish  expe- 
rience simply  is  too  important  to  pass  up. 

In  the  months  since  I moved  here,  I have 
improved  my  Hebrew  skills  at  Ulpan  Etzion 
in  Jerusalem  and  developed  a close-knit 
group  of  friends,  many  of  whom  are  experi- 
encing the  same  trials  and  tribulations  of  the 
oleh. 

We  have  learned  that  the  bureaucracy  here 
is  as  bad,  if  not  worse,  as  everyone  says.  I 
have  learned  to  avoid  dealing  with  any  gov- 
ernment agency,  if  at  all  possible.  But,  all  in 
all,  making  aliyah  has  been  a positive  experi- 
ence. I made  friends,  found  a home  in  a ter- 
rific city  and,  after  five  months  of  diligent 
searching,  landed  a great  job  as  an  equities 
analyst  for  a financial  high-tech  company. 

Ultimately,  I cannot  give  a concrete 
answer  as  to  why  I am  here.  I am  not  a reli- 
gious Zionist  who  believes  unequivocally  that 
God  commanded  the  Jews  to  settle  the  Land 
of  Israel.  I am  not  a secular  Zionist  who 
believes  Zionism  is  the  cure  to  anti-Semitism. 
And  I am  not  an  anti-American  expatriate 
glad  to  have  forsaken  his  home;  I deeply  love 
America. 

But  I know,  and  1 feel,  that  living  here  is 
right.  This  place,  where  I feel  more  Jewish 
than  I ever  did  living  in  the  United  States,  is 
home. 


Israel  Fact 

Professor  Ada  Yonath  of  the  structural  biology  department  at 
Israel’s  Weizmann  Institute  of  Science  has  received  a 2008 
L'Oreal-Unesco  Award  for  Women  in  Science.  One  of  five 
scientists  honoured,  Yonath  was  recognized  for  uncovering  the 
structure  of  ribosomes,  the  protein  factory  in  cells,  and  using  her  findings  to  help  solve 
antibiotic  resistance.  She  is  the  first  Israeli  to  receive  the  prestigious  prize. 
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Musical  Theatre  Society 


Orpheus  Musical  Theatre 
wishes  to  extend  our  best  wishes 
to  Israel  on  its  60*"  Birthday. 


Congratulations! 
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If  I forget  thee  Jerusalem  ... 

Veteran  of  War  of  Independence 


remembers  battle 

By  Sarah  Vered 

As  the  sun  was  rising  over 
Jerusalem  on  November  30,  1947, 
we  welcomed  the  new  day  with  the 
historical  news  that  the  United 
Nations  Assembly  had  voted  in 
favour  of  partitioning  Palestine  and 
establishing  the  State  of  Israel. 

We.  the  youth  of  Jerusalem,  after 
celebrating  the  great  event  in  the 
streets,  arrived  at  our  school  believ- 
ing our  problems  as  a nation  were 
resolved.  It  seemed  quite  odd  to 
hear  our  teachers  warn  us  it  would 
take  at  least  25  years  for  the  Arabs 
to  accept  the  partition. 

The  next  day,  we  faced  reality. 

We  were  attacked  from  all  direc- 
tions and,  instead  of  going  to 
school,  many  of  us  were  sent  to  man 
posts. 

There  was  the  danger  that 
Jerusalem  would  be  cut  off  from  the 
rest  of  the  country  and  it  was 
unthinkable  for  us  that  the  new 
State  of  Israel  would  exist  without 
Jerusalem. 

The  old  city  was  separated  from 
the  new  city.  In  the  new  city,  Jewish 
neighbourhoods  were  scattered 
among  Arab  neighbourhoods  and 
the  road  between  Jerusalem  and  Tel 
Aviv  ran  through  Arab  towns. 

As  a radio  operator  in  the 
Haganah,  1 was  sent  in  an  armoured 
car  to  Mount  Scopus.  The  route  went 
through  a hostile  Arab  suburb  and, 
for  10  minutes,  we  held  our  breath. 

The  British  were  still  in  control  and 
being  a radio  operator  was  punish- 
able by  jail.  As  a result,  our  station 
was  hidden  in  the  Cancer  Research 
Institute.  We  had  our  meals  in  the 
main  dining  room  of  the  Hadassah 
Hospital  and  there  we  learned  about 
the  mounting  casualties. 

After  several  weeks,  and  under 
pressure  from  the  school,  the 
Haganah  allowed  us  to  return  to  our 
studies.  The  British  were  to  leave 
the  country  on  May  14,  1948  and  it 
was  decided  that  we  should  write 
our  final  exams  in  early  March. 

My  family  left  Jerusalem  in  Sep- 
tember 1947  and,  since  1 wanted  to 
graduate  with  my  friends,  they 
agreed  to  leave  me  behind  with  my 
solemn  promise  that  1 would  join 
them  as  soon  as  the  school  year  was 
over. 

By  March  15,  1948,  the  only 
way  one  could  leave  Jerusalem  was 
by  obtaining  a permit  to  join  one  of 
the  convoys.  1 arrived  at  the  com- 
munication office  with  a heavy 


for  Jerusalem 

tre  of  Jerusalem.  There  I was  put  to 
work  in  an  office  that  mobilized 
yeshiva  students  to  dig  trenches. 

Life  in  Jerusalem  was  grim. 
Food  was  scarce,  there  was  no  run- 
ning water  or  electricity  and  we 
were  continuously  bombarded  by 
the  cannons  of  the  Arab  Legion. 
The  Jewish  Quarter  in  the  old  city 
surrendered  and  the  old  folks, 
women  and  children  were  brought 
to  the  new  city.  Families  from  bor- 
dering neighbourhoods  found  shel- 
ter in  communal  institutions. 

One  lovely  spring  afternoon, 
while  I was  returning  home  from 
the  office  under  heavy  bombard- 
ment, 1 spotted  a fragile  old  man 
walking  slowly  to  an  old  age  home. 

I offered  my  hand  to  help  him  and, 
as  we  were  walking,  I asked  him 
why  he  left  his  secure  home  on  such 
a day.  His  answer  was  simple. 

“You  have  your  job  to  defend  the 
city  and  I have  my  job.  Today  is  Lag 
B’Omer  and  someone  had  to  go  to 
the  synagogue  to  pray  and  light  can- 
dles for  Bar  Kokba  warriors,”  he 
said. 

A war  that  took  place  almost 
2,000  years  ago!  We  are  the  people 
of  survival  and  memory. 

Although  the  situation  was  seri- 
ous, we  were  encouraged  by  some 
good  news.  The  Arab  Legion  was 
stopped  from  entering  the  new  city 
by  a 1 6-year-old  teenager  who  threw 
a Molotov  cocktail  on  the  first 
armoured  vehicle.  The  armoured  car 
caught  fire,  it  blocked  the  narrow 
street  and  the  armoured  column 
retreated.  Other  attempts  were 
stopped.  Our  soldiers  managed  to 
conquer  Arab  neighbourhoods;  con- 
seven  times.  One  evening,  while  we  sequently,  the  new  city  was  united, 
were  playing  Beethoven’s  Fifth  The  entrance  to  Jerusalem  was 
Symphony  on  a hand-operated  secured  by  the  Palmach. 
gramophone,  we  heard  the  tremen-  On  June  11,  1948,  a ceasefire 
dous  noise  of  shooting  blended  with  was  declared.  Jerusalem  was  saved 
the  heroic  music.  and  an  alternate  route  to  Tel  Aviv, 

In  the  morning,  the  commander  the  Burma  Road,  was  being  built  to 
of  the  area  was  shocked  to  find  us  in  supply  the  city  with  food.  New 
the  guest  house.  The  previous  night,  ways  were  discovered  to  bring  water 
an  attack  had  killed  one  of  the  men  to  Jerusalem  and  more  radio  opera- 
guarding  the  border  post  and  the  tors  were  being  trained, 
other  guard  had  picked  up  the  It  was  time  for  me  to  keep  my 
machine  gun  and  run  to  the  middle  promise  and  join  my  family  in  Tel 
of  the  neighbourhood.  Aviv.  I was  part  of  a convoy  that 

The  Arabs  were  afraid  that  it  was  took  me  via  the  Burma  Rroad  to  my 
a trap  and  did  not  enter.  new  home.  I left  Jerusalem,  the  city 

It  meant  that,  while  we  were  lis-  of  my  youth,  knowing  that,  no  mat- 
tening  to  the  beautiful  music,  we  ter  where  I might  go,  I would  take 
were  actually  in  a no  man’s  land.  my  memories  of  these  historic  times 

The  commander,  fearing  for  our  with  me.  Jerusalem  is  part  of  my 
lives,  decided  to  send  us  to  the  cen-  being. 


Sara  Vered  (centre)  was  a wireless  operator  during  the  siege  of  Jerusalem. 


heart.  It  was  difficult  to  leave 
Jerusalem  in  such  precarious  times. 
The  British  were  still  in  control  and 
operating  a radio  transmitter  was  a 
very  secretive  job.  There  were  very 
few  trained  personnel. 

I was  relieved  to  find  that  my 
application  was  denied. 

The  Haganah  sent  me  to  Amona, 
a suburb  of  Jerusalem,  bordering 
Kibbutz  Ramat  Rachel.  Only  three 
families  remained  in  Arnona  - the 
eminent  historian  Professor  Yoseph 
Klauser  and  his  wife,  the  writer 
Shumel  Yosef  (S.Y.)  Agnon  and  his 
wife  Esther  and  Mrs.  Kronenberg, 
the  owner  of  the  pension. 

Klauser  believed  the  young 
people  defending  the  area  were 
direct  descendants  of  the  Macabees 
and  his  job  was  to  stay  with  them.  A 


Nobel  Prize  winner  for  literature, 
Agnon  believed  we  needed  culture, 
and  Mrs.  Kronenberg  was  our  adop- 
tive mother.  It  was  quite  surrealistic 
to  watch  Agnon  and  Klauser  taking 
a walk  every  afternoon,  among  bul- 
lets and  bombs,  to  visit  soldiers. 
Agnon  conducted  our  communal 
seder. 

Since  gas,  electricity  and  water 
were  cut  off.  cooking  and  washing 
were  done  by  Mrs.  Kronenberg  and 
Mrs.  Agnon  over  a bonfire  in  the 
backyard.  I will  always  be  grateful 
to  those  two  ladies  who  gave  me  a 
special  present,  a kettle  of  hot 
water. 

When  the  British  left  on  May  14, 
1948,  the  area  became  a very  dan- 
gerous war  zone.  Kibbutz  Ramat 
Rachel  was  lost  and  conquered 
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From  ashes  to  hope 

Holocaust  survivor  fought 
for  Israel’s  independence 


By  Paul  Bregman 

For  Barry  Davis,  being  a 
part  of  the  newly  formed 
Israel  Defense  Forces  in  the 
1948  War  of  Independence 
was  not  something  he  had 
ever  planned  for  or  thought 
about  as  a young  child. 

His  story  begins  on  July 
13,  1929  when  he  was  bom  in 
Munkahch,  Czechoslovakia, 
to  a family  of  nine  children. 

Munkahch  is  home  to  the 
famous  Munkahch  Rebbe. 

The  fate  of  the  Czech 
Republic  and  the  Davis  family 
were  to  change  forever  when 
the  Nazis  invaded  in  1943.  It  took  about  a 
year  until  the  German  Army  reached 
Munkahch  and  shipped  every  Jew  to  concen- 
tration camps. 

Davis  was  only  15  years  old,  in  1944, 
when  he  was  transported  to  Ebenzee  Camp,  a 
sub-camp  of  the  dreaded  Mathousen.  He  was 
alone  - no  family  or  friends. 

He  was  moved  from  camp  to  camp  and, 
like  millions  of  others,  worked  to  the  bone 
and  given  limited  food,  ill-fitting  and  thin 
clothes.  He  worked  outside  in  the  cold  with 
no  jacket,  no  hat,  no  socks  and  no  gloves.  He 
was  beaten  and  watched  in  silence  and  horror 
as  people  around  him  died  from  hunger,  dis- 
ease, beatings  and  exhaustion. 

In  May,  1945,  after  13  months  of  starvation 
and  weighing  only  80  lb,  Davis  was  left  in  the 
barracks  to  die  a slow  death  with  half  rations. 

His  good  fortune  was  that  10  days  later  the 
camp  was  liberated  by  the  American  army. 

After  eight  weeks  of  being  nursed  to  a rea- 
sonable state  of  health,  he  was  anxious  to 
search  the  refugee  camps  to  find  any  news  of 
surviving  family  members. 

He  sneaked  onto  trains  without  money, 
clothes  or  other  wordly  possessions,  travel- 
ling atop  freight  cars  from  one  refugee  camp 
to  another  in  Hungary,  Austria  and  Germany. 

He  eventually  found  out  that  two  brothers 
and  a sister  survived. 

His  sister  was  to  marry  a man  she  met  dur- 
ing the  war  and  move  to  Belgium.  Davis  was 
encouraged  to  move  to  Belgium  and  stay  with 
his  sister. 

While  in  Belgium,  he  met  other  young 
Jewish  refugees  and  attended  meetings  with 
them  to  discuss  ways  they  could  help  Israel 
become  a state.  He  later  found  out  that  the 
secret  meetings  he  attended  were  part  of  the 
Hagganah  underground  network. 

Davis  learned  about  warfare,  guns,  ammu- 
nition and  other  skills  that  would  be  helpful  in 
the  fight  for  Israel’s  independence. 

In  July  1948,  his  Belgium  unit  boarded  a 
train  to  Marseilles  France  where  a ship  lay 
anchored  to  take  them  to  Israel.  Little  did 
Davis  know  that  this  boat,  the  Altalena , would 
become  a historical  part  of  the  creation  of  the 


State  of  Israel. 

The  Altalena  carried  930 
volunteers  and  a stockpile  of 
ammunition.  It  zigged  and 
zagged  through  the  Mediter- 
ranean waters  hoping  to  avoid 
the  British  blockades  that  pre- 
vented Jews  from  reaching 
the  shores  of  Israel. 

Finally,  they  made  it.  Only 
100  yards  offshore,  the  boat 
anchored,  waiting  for  the  vol- 
unteers to  disembark.  With- 
out warning,  the  ship  was 
fired  upon.  Israeli  Prime 
Minister  David  Ben-Gurion 
was  sending  a message  to 
Menachem  Begin ’s  Irgun  that  only  one  united 
Jewish  army  would  fight  in  Israel. 

Rockets  were  exploding  on  the  deck.  One 
landed  near  where  Davis  was  standing  and 
threw  him  backwards  into  the  air,  crashing 
heavily  into  wooden  crates. 

His  ribs  cracked  from  the  impact  and  fur- 
ther explosions  catapulted  him  into  the  sea. 
Out  of  nowhere,  a non-Jewish  American  vol- 
unteer, also  on  the  ship,  was  next  to  Davis 
grabbing  him  and  holding  him  in  a headlock 
position  as  he  pushed  himself  and  Davis  to 
shore.  It  was  a miracle  not  only  that  Davis 
was  alive  but  that  his  rescuer  had  risked  his 
own  life  to  save  him. 

When  they  finally  got  to  shore,  Davis  real- 
ized his  rescuer  was  bleeding  profusely  from 
a wound  to  his  chest. 

After  some  bandaging  and  rest  at  a local 
hospital,  Davis  was  ready  eight  weeks  later 
for  active  duty.  Due  to  his  rib  injuries  and  also 
a broken  and  defective  elbow  (from  a beating 
by  a Nazi  with  his  rifle  butt),  he  was  assigned 
to  the  supply  division  of  the  IDF. 

Based  at  a supply  depot  near  Tel  Aviv,  his 
job  was  to  deliver  supplies  of  all  sorts  (food, 
guns,  ammunition)  to  the  other  supply  storage 
areas  in  and  around  Tel  Aviv,  Jerusalem,  the 
Galilee  and  the  Kinneret. 

He  heard  stories  of  Israeli  heroism  and  saw 
the  determination,  the  camaraderie  and  the 
will  to  win  in  all  the  soldiers.  He  noticed 
Israeli  commanding  officers  weren’t  sitting  at 
headquarters  but  were  there  on  the  front  lines, 
leading  their  men,  planning  the  strategies  and 
ensuring  the  job  was  getting  done. 

Although  greatly  outnumbered,  there  was 
no  doubt  in  Davis’s  mind  that  Israel  was 
going  to  win  the  war. 

Davis  survived  the  War  of  Independence. 
He  did  it  with  modesty,  with  character  and 
with  first-hand  knowledge  from  the  Shoah 
that  Jews  throughout  the  world  can  only  count 
on  themselves  for  protection. 

Davis’s  philosophy  in  life  is  to  keep  your 
eyes  and  your  mind  open,  look  around  you 
and  use  your  sechel  to  guide  you  through  the 
good  times  and  bad  times. 

(Continued  on  page  1 7) 
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Israel  is  born,  through  the  eyes  of  a U.S.  Jewish  student 


Tom  Tugend,  1948 


By  Tom  Tugend 

SAN  FRANCISCO  (JTA) 
- It’s  about  6 pm  on  May  14, 
1948,  and  a friend  and  I are 
leaving  a UNESCO  confer- 
ence here  to  catch  the  train 
back  to  Berkeley. 

From  the  corner  of  our 
eyes,  we  catch  the  newspaper 
headlines:  “U.S.  RECOG- 
JMIZES  ISRAEL”  screams  the 
Examiner , in  type  usually 
reserved  for  the  latest  axe 
murder  or  Hollywood 
divorce. 

Israel.  We  slowly  formu- 
late the  name  on  our  tongue, 
roll  it  around,  test  its  flavour 
for  the  first  time. 

We  buy  up  every  paper  on 
the  newsstand  - the  San 
Francisco  Chronicle , the 


(Continued  from  page  16) 

As  we  celebrate  Israel’s 
founding  as  a state  60  years 
ago,  we  should  reflect  on 
Davis’s  road  to  Israel  to 
remind  us  of  the  history,  sac- 
rifices, personal  triumphs 
and  tragedies  that  weaved  the 
brave  individuals  together  to 


News,  the  Examiner  and  the 
Oakland  Tribune  - an  expen- 
diture that  would  become  a 
daily  habit. 

Each  paper  carries  the 
identical  releases  from  the 
wire  services,  but  there  is  the 
hope  that  an  editor  or  com- 
mentator might  add  a few 
more  words  about  Israel,  fill 
in  background  or  analyze  the 
situation. 

We  forget  about  catching 
the  train  and  slowly  walk 
down  Market  Street. 

The  all-night  Newsreel 
Theatre  flashes  its  attrac- 
tions: LATEST  PICTURES 
FROM  PALESTINE  - SEE 
WHY  THE  JEWS  ARE 
FIGHTING  FOR  THEIR 
COUNTRY. 


make  the  modern  day  State 
of  Israel  a reality. 

Editor  s note:  Barry 

Davis  immigrated  to  Canada 
in  1951  to  join  his  surviving 
brother  in  Montreal. 

In  1953,  he  moved  to 
Ottawa  and  commenced  a 
10-year  career  in  the  meat 


The  newsreels  are  quite 
old,  something  about  the  first 
Jewish  settlements  in  the 
Negev.  We  applaud  enthusi- 
astically. 

In  the  theatre  lobby,  a tele- 
type machine  spews  out  the 
latest  news  flashes,  “In  a sim- 
ple ceremony,  Prime  Minister 
David  Ben-Gurion  ...” 

During  the  next  weeks,  we 
become  restless.  We  can’t 
concentrate  on  our  work,  are 
useless  for  our  studies.  When 
we  aren’t  squatting  beside  the 
radio,  we  are  scanning  the 
latest  newspapers.  When  we 
aren’t  writing  letters  to  the 
editor,  we  are  cabling  our 
congressman  to  demand  an 
immediate  lifting  of  the  U.S. 
arms  embargo  on  Israel. 

to  win 

business.  After  persistence, 
hard  work  and  night  school, 
Davis  went  on  to  a successful 
career  as  a life  insurance 
agent  for  more  than  30  years. 

Davis  has  been  married  to 
Selma  for  54  years.  They 
have  four  daughters  and 
nine  grandchildren. 


Slowly,  at  first  uncon- 
sciously, our  attitudes  as 
Jews  change. 

We  have  never  been 
ashamed  of  our  Jewishness, 
but  many  of  us  were  indiffer- 
ent to  it.  Few  of  us  belonged 
to  a Zionist  organization.  Of 
course,  we  applauded  the 
accomplishments  of  those  in 
Palestine  and  perhaps  gave  a 
little  money  to  help  them. 

But  now  we  gradually 
‘begin  to  speak  of  this  as  our 
fight,  our  defence  and  - per- 
haps - our  ftiture. 

I meet  the  shop  foreman 
from  an  old  summer  job. 
What  does  he  think  of  the 
Jews’  fight  in  Israel?  A life- 
long anti-Semite,  he  scratch- 
es his  head,  hesitates  and 
admits  reluctantly,  “Christ,  I 
wouldn’t  have  believed  it.” 

A friend,  Jewish  and  anti- 
Zionist,  assesses  the  new  sit- 
uation. 

“Our  people  in  Palestine 
have  done  more  to  eliminate 
anti-Semitism  in  the  last  six 
months  of  fighting  than  we 
were  able  to  do  in  the  previ- 
ous 2,000  years  of  producing 
the  greatest  doctors,  the  great- 


est scientists  and  the  greatest 
philosophers,”  he  says. 

We  sadly  shake  our  heads 
at  the  immaturity  of  the 
human  race  and  tune  in  to  the 
next  radio  broadcast.  “Forces 
of  the  Israeli  army  have  taken 
enemy  positions  ...” 

We  walk  out  of  the  room, 
our  bodies  a little  straighter, 
our  chins  a few  inches  higher 


than  before. 

This  article  was  written  in 
late  May  1948,  when  Tom 
Tugend,  then  22,  was  a stu- 
dent at  the  University  of  Cal- 
ifornia, Berkeley.  It  was  Jirst 
printed  in  November  1948  in 
the  Soldiers  Bulletin,  pub- 
lished in  Israel  for  English- 
speaking  volunteers  in  the 
War  of  Independence. 


Davis  saw  the  will 


Mazal  Tov,  Israel! 


Agudatln  Israel  Cowgregatlowjolws Jews 
across  C-ai/vaola  ai/vd  arow. i/vd  trie  world 
liA/  coiA,0ratulatli/c0  trie  state  of  Israel  ow  Its  £>ctri  blrtriday. 


Agudath  Israel  Congregation 
1400  Coldrey  Avenue 

613-728-3501 
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Mazal  Tov 
on  the 

60th  Anniversary 
of 

Israel's 

Independence! 

May  peace  come  quickly 
to  the  land  and  the  people 
of  Israel  and  may  you 
continue  to  go 
from  strength  to  strength . 


An  Incredible  Experience 
for  Jewish  Children 


Celebrating  60  years 
of  Jewish  Education  in  Ottawa 


Locals  help  develop 
trade  links  between 
Israel  and  Canada 


By  Diane  Koven 

As  Israel  celebrates  its  60th  birthday, 
Canada  and  Israel  are  also  marking  a mile- 
stone - the  10th  anniversary  of  the  free- 
trade  agreement  between  the  two  coun- 
tries. 

Jonathan  Levy,  Israel’s  consul  for  Eco- 
nomic Affairs  and  Trade  Commissioner 
based  in  Toronto,  says,  since  the  signing  of 
the  agreement,  trade  between  the  two  coun- 
tries has  grown  by  more  than  20  per  cent  per 
year  and  has  already  reached  $1.5  billion. 

Israel  exports  more  to  Canada  than  it 
imports  and  the  trade  is  quite  diverse 
between  the  two  countries,  ranging  from 
foodstuffs,  plastics  and  chemicals  to  high- 
tech. 

“As  far  as  investment  is  concerned,"  says 
Levy,  “the  biggest  area  is  in  real  estate  and 
it  is  measured  by  the  billions  of  dollars.” 

Even  before  the  Canada-Israel  free  trade 
agreement,  the  Canada  Israel  Industrial 
Research  and  Development  Foundation 
(CIIRDF)  forged  important  links  between 
the  two  countries  in  the  area  of  research 
and  development. 

Established  in  1994,  CIIRDF  has  played 
a vital  role  in  promoting  and  marketing  the 
benefits  of  joint  Canadian-Israeli  research 
and  development  collaboration,  matching 
companies  in  both  countries  to  form  part- 
nerships, and  providing  funding  in  support 
of  joint  projects. 

The  founder  and  president  of  CIIRDF, 
Henri  Rothschild,  is  an  Ottawa  resident. 

The  Canada-Israel  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce (CICC),  an  independent  non-profit 
organization,  aims  to  foster  relations 
between  the  business  communities  of  the 
two  countries. 

Israeli  Ambassador  Alan  Baker  has 
worked  hard  to  build  this  organization, 
headquartered  in  Toronto,  into  a vibrant 
and  active  entity.  He  sees  its  growth  as  a 
major  accomplishment  during  his  time  in 
the  nation’s  capital. 

Ottawa’s  contribution  to  the  CICC 
includes  National  Vice-President  Jacques 
Shore,  as  well  as  local  representation  on  the 
executive  committee  by  Les  Korn,  one  of 
four  national  vice-presidents. 

Korn  is  responsible  for  helping  the 
CICC  to  identify  and  initiate  events  of 
interest  to  entrepreneurs  in  Ottawa  and 
elsewhere. 

“In  Ottawa  so  far,  over  the  last  year,  we 
have  hosted  Israeli  Foreign  Minister  Tzipi 
Livni  and  sponsored  a venture  capital 
evening  for  high-tech  entrepreneurs  look- 
ing for  both  funding  and  Israeli  partners  in 
fields  such  as  medical  devices  and  home- 
land security. 

“We  have  also  participated  at  the  Ottawa 


events  of  important  complementary  busi- 
ness organizations  such  as  the  Ottawa 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Ottawa 
Council  of  the  Indo-Canadian  Chamber  of 
Commerce. 

“The  next  event  on  the  radar  is  a Clean 
Technology  videoconference  with  Israeli 
companies,  hot  on  the  heels  of  the  fabu- 
lously successful  participation  by  Israeli 
companies  at  the  major  Clean  Tech  Confer- 
ence in  Vancouver  last  month.” 

Shore  is  proud  of  the  commitment  of  his 
law  firm,  Gowlings,  which  is  one  of  Cana- 
da’s largest  law  firms,  in  creating  the  Israel 
Initiative. 

“This  is  a concerted  effort  by  our  firm  to 
address  commercial,  corporate  and  invest- 
ment issues  between  clients  in  Canada  and 
Israel,”  he  says.  “It  is  a focus  in  our  practice 
to  assist  clients  who  are  doing  business  in 
both  countries. 

“A  national  firm  such  as  ours  is  motivat- 
ed because  they  recognize  the  opportunities 
that  are  there.  We  want  to  see  both  Israel 
and  Canada  take  advantage  of  the  1 0-year 
old  free  trade  agreement.” 

Leo  Lax  and  Andy  Katz,  two  of  the  part- 
ners in  Ottawa  venture  capital  firm  Sky- 
point  Capital  Corporation,  have  been 
investing  in  Israel  for  a number  of  years. 

“We  have  always  enjoyed  working  with 
entrepreneurs  in  Israel.  They  are  very 
enthusiastic  and  committed  and,  of  course, 
the  Israeli  technology  companies  are 
robust,”  says  Lax. 

“We  invest  in  early  stage  companies  . . . 
we  act  as  a bridge  for  those  companies  to 
North  America.  We  also  partner  with  other 
venture  capital  firms  in  Israel.” 

Last  summer,  Skypoint  participated  in  a 
mission  with  CICC  to  take  other  venture 
capital  fund  managers  to  Israel  to  help 
them  understand  the  Israeli  market.  They 
also  work  with  CIIRDF  and  have  taken 
advantage  of  that  fund  to  build  co-operative 
activities. 

Ron  Vered  of  Ron  Engineering  has  been 
involved  in  a number  of  ventures  in  Israel. 
His  company  built  the  city  hall  in 
Jerusalem,  has  invested  in  Israeli  biotech 
companies  and  is  currently  in  discussions 
about  environmental  opportunities  there. 

“What  is  amazing  is  that  in  Israel  in 
many  areas  they  have  leapfrogged  over  us 
in  terms  of  their  technology,”  says  Vered. 
“Even  a simple  thing  such  as  how  they  han- 
dle mass  transit  . . . they  have  a train  to  the 
airport  and  Ottawa  does  not!” 

Much  business  is  being  done  between 
the  two  countries  and,  with  the  help  of 
CICC  and  CIIRDF,  there  is  no  doubt  the 
future  will  see  even  more  mutual  opportu- 
nities for  commerce. 
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Federation  helps  to  fund  Israel  projects  through  UIAFC 


By  Benita  Baker 

We  know  that  a portion  of 
the  funds  donated  to  the  Fed- 
eration goes  to  support, 
solidify  and  strengthen  life  in 
Israel.  But,  beyond  that, 
many  of  us  don’t  know  about 
the  individual  projects  we 
help  fund. 

United  Israel  Appeal  Fed- 
erations Canada  (UIAFC)  is 
the  organization  responsible 
for  collecting  and  allocating 
the  Federation  dollars  ear- 
marked for  non-local  needs. 
Barbara  Farber,  former 
Ottawa  Vaad  Ha’ Ir  president, 
is  the  current  UIAFC  presi- 
dent. 

“I  never  cease  to  be 
amazed  at  the  accomplish- 
ments of  our  little  country,  of 
the  steadfast  resolve  of  the 
people  and  of  the  emotional 
high  that  I receive  every  time 
I arrive,”  she  says. 

Farber  is  especially  proud 
of  the  work  being  done  to 
strengthen  Sderot.  On  her 
first  visit  to  the  city,  situated 
less  than  a mile  from  the 
Gaza  strip,  she  was  moved  by 
how  people’s  lives  were 
thrown  into  chaos  by  terror- 
ism. 

There  is  no  such  thing  as 
normal  life  in  Sderot.  Chil- 
dren do  not  play  outside.  No 
one  walks  their  dogs.  The 
playgrounds  are  empty.  The 
beleaguered  town  is  bom- 
barded daily  by  Kassam  rock- 
ets - explosive  devices  filled 
with  shrapnel  that  lack  a 
guidance  system  and  provide 
a mere  1 5 second  warning. 


When  a rocket  hit  Sderot ’s 
community  centre,  one  of  the 
few  places  townspeople  can 
gather  as  a group,  Farber  was 
“shattered.” 

UIAFC  paid  for  a special 
rocket-proof  cladding  for  the 
roof  of  the  community  cen- 
tre, providing  residents  with 
a safe  haven  and  giving  chil- 
dren a carefree  place  to  play. 

“This  project  was  near 
and  dear  to  my  heart,”  Farber 
explains. 

UIAFC  also  took  bus- 
loads of  Sderot’s  children  to 
summer  camps  in  safer  parts 
of  the  country. 

“To  see  the  looks  of 
appreciation  on  the  children’s 
faces  and  on  their  parents’ 
faces,  who  are  so  grateful  for 
some  respite  for  their  kids, 
made  me  feel  so  good  about 
how  we  spend  our  dollars,” 
she  says. 

In  2006,  when  Hezbollah 
attacked  settlements  in  the 
Upper  Galilee,  the  area  was 
hit  by  over  1,000  Katyusha 
rockets.  Situated  only  one 
kilometre  from  the 
Lebanese  border,  Tel  Hai 
College  is  the  region’s 
largest  single  employer,  as 
well  as  its  main  economic 
growth  engine. 

Before  the  war,  the  col- 
lege was  on  the  verge  of 
expansion.  When  the  war  hit, 
instead  of  cranes,  the  con- 
struction site  was  home  to 
cannons,  shooting  into 
Lebanon. 

Canadians  responded  to 
the  Israeli  Relief  Fund  with 


UIAFC  Past-President  Stanley  Plotnick  (left),  UIAFC  President  Barbara  Farber  and  Tel 
Hai  College  President  Professor  Zeki  Berg  view  the  ongoing  expansion  of  the  school. 


urgency  and  generosity,  rais- 
ing $45  million.  Ottawa 
alone  raised  an  unprecedent- 
ed $2  million.  This  money 
was  used  to  build  dormitories 
at  Tel  Hai. 

“It  is  gratifying  to  see  the 
region  getting  stronger,”  says 
Farber.  “People  are  moving 
there,  enrolment  at  Tel  Hai  is 
growing.  Our  dollars  are 
making  a difference.” 

Partnership  2000  (P2K) 
links  Diaspora  communities 
with  cities  or  regions  in 
Israel.  Ottawa’s  Hillel  Acad- 
emy is  linked  with  HaNadiv 
Elementary  School  in 
Metulla  through  the  Gesher 
Chai  (Living  Bridge)  P2K 
program.  A closeness  has 
developed  and  the  students 
are  excited  to  be  working 
together  and  learning  about 
each  other. 


Happy  60th  Anniversary 
Israel! 

Mazel  Tov! 

Mark  J.  Klyman 

Senior  Vice  President 
and  Investment  Advisor 
TD  Waterhouse  Private  Investment  Advice 

T- 61 3-783-6670 


Waterhouse 

Wealth  of  Experience 


Making  a difference  in 
the  lives  of  Israelis  is  some- 
thing Farber  feels  strongly 
about,  particularly  the  lives 
of  children. 

“I  am  inspired  by  the 
level  of  professionalism  and 
dedication  shown  by  teach- 
ers, staff  and  the  community 
for  the  sake  of  the  children, 
she  says.” 

She  describes  several 
UIAFC-funded  programs 


aimed  at  kids  of  all  ages. 
After  school  programs  for 
young  children  of  working 
parents  provide  meals, 
homework  help,  enrichment 
programs  and  tenderness. 

“It  is  heartwarming  to  see 
these  children  cared  for  so 
lovingly,”  says  Farber. 

Youth  Futures,  modelled 
on  big  brothers/big  sisters, 
pairs  Israeli  children  at  risk 
with  Diaspora  Jews  in  a role- 


model  relationship.  In  Be’er 
Sheva,  a residence  for  men- 
tally challenged  young 
adults  allows  them  to  live 
independently. 

“If  you  could  see  the 
looks  on  the  faces  of  these 
people,  and  their  family 
members,”  says  Farber.  “It 
was  obvious  that  this  pro- 
gram was  a lifesaver  for 
them.  It  definitely  changed 
their  lives.” 

UIAFC  funding  also  goes 
towards  helping  out  the 
smaller  Jewish  communities 
in  Canada.  Farber  has  made 
it  a goal  of  her  presidency  to 
visit  them  all. 

“We  are  all  doing  great 
work,"  she  says  of  Canadian 
Jews,  “and  we  are  all  facing 
similar  problems.” 

In  June,  Farber  will  cele- 
brate the  one-year  anniver- 
sary of  her  term  as  president. 

“The  satisfaction  in  doing 
this  job  is  far  greater  than 
anything  I could  have  ever 
imagined,”  she  says  of  the 
position  that  carries  such  a 
huge  amount  of  responsibili- 
ty. “It  is  a privilege  to  occu- 
py this  office.” 


Mazal  Tov 
and  Best  Wishes 
on  Israel's  60th 


SUBS'*  PIZZAS  - SALADS 


1571  Bank  Street 
Ottawa,  ON  K1H7Z3 
613.247.8766 

Ellen  Cherney  & Leiba  Krantzberg 
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A Cultural 
Exposition 

Jewish  Art  & Culture 

Celebrating  Israel’s  60th 

Ottawa  Symphony  Orchestra 
presents  a Gala  Reception  and  Concert 

Under  Maestro  David  Currie 

Works  by:  Bernstein  & Srul  Irving  Click 

Sponsored  by  His  Excellency  Ambassador  Alan  Baker  and  Mrs.  Dalia  Baker 

Tuesday,  May  20th,  2008,  at  5:30pm 
Nadonal  Arts  Centre 

Dinner  - 5:30pm  / Concert  - 8:00pm  / Dessert  Reception  - 1 0:00pm 

Evelyn  Greenberg  - Guest  Speaker 
The  Rt.  Hon.  Herb  Gray  - Honourary  Patron 

Purchase  tickets  at: 
www.OttawaSymphony.com 
E-mail  osoticket@on.aibn.com 
Or  phone  613.231.2561 


The  funds  raised  for  this  emit  will  hi  shared  with  Canada  Israel  Cultural  Foundation. 
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At  Israel’s  60th 

By  Dina  Kraft 

BAQA  AL-GHARBIYEH,  Israel  (JTA)  - 
For  Jalal  Sawalha,  Israel’s  60th  anniversary  is 
no  reason  to  celebrate. 

“I  don’t  feel  like  this  is  our  country,”  the 
young  Arab  Israeli  said  bitterly  in  the  back  of 
his  family’s  small  convenience  store  on  the 
winding  main  road  of  Baqa  al-Gharbiyeh,  a 
large  Arab  town  just  on  the  Israel  side  of  the 
Green  Line,  which  demarcates  the  boundary 
between  Israel  and  the  West  Bank. 

Swalha  says  it’s  fine  if  Jews  want  to  cele- 
brate Israel’s  Independence  Day. 

“It’s  their  lives,  they  can  do  what  they 
want,”  he  said.  “But  it’s  not  part  of  our  life.” 

Standing  behind  the  counter,  Sawalha’s 
aunt,  Enam  Hamzi  Ganaim,  a journalist  and 
poet  wearing  a headscarf  and  a long  dress  typ- 
ical of  observant  Muslim  women,  has  a dif- 
ferent view. 

“I  have  rights  here,  I think  of  this  country 
as  mine  and  I enjoy  my  life  here,”  she  said. 
“I’m  not  celebrating,  but  I’m  still  Israeli.” 

Their  sentiments  reflect  the  contradictions 
many  Arab  Israelis  feel  here  as  both  citizens 
and  outsiders  60  years  after  Israel  was  estab- 
lished as  a Jewish  state. 

Reactions  to  this  year’s  planned  60th 
anniversary  celebrations  have  highlighted 
some  of  the  fundamental  differences  between 
Israel’s  Arabs  and  Jews,  evoking  complex 
questions  of  identity  and  clashing  historical 
narratives. 

In  one  of  the  more  stark  rebuffs  to  Israel, 


, country’s  Arabs  see  little  cause  to  celebrate 


High  school  girls  stroll  in  Baqa  al-Gharbiyeh,  a large  Arab  town  that  borders  the 
Green  Line  dividing  the  West  Bank  from  the  land  Israel  won  in  1948. 

(Credit:  Dina  Kraft) 


the  country’s  Committee  of  Arab  Mayors 
called  for  a boycott  of  the  celebrations.  The 
mayors  want  to  drive  home  the  message  that 
Israel’s  establishment  came  at  the  expense  of 
the  Palestinian  people  - their  people. 

Palestinians,  including  many  Arabs  in 
Israel,  commonly  refer  to  Israel’s  Indepen- 
dence Day  as  al  Nakba  - Arabic  for  “the  cat- 
astrophe.” 

For  them,  Israel’s  independence  constitut- 
ed the  national  tragedy  of  defeat  for  the  Arabs 


and  the  creation  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
Arab  refugees. 

“There  is  more  awareness  now  of  our  col- 
lective memory  and  an  attempt  by  people  to 
try  to  preserve  it,”  said  Mohammed  Amara, 
an  Arab  Israeli  political  scientist  who  lectur- 
ers at  Israel’s  Beit  Berl  College. 

Avi  Dichter,  Israel’s  public  security  minis- 
ter, has  asked  the  country’s  Arab  leadership  to 
reconsider  their  planned  boycott. 

But  his  entreaties  to  the  Israeli  Arab  popu- 


lation have  not  gone  smoothly,  especially  fol- 
lowing remarks  he  gave  in  Shfaram,  the  one 
Arab  town  whose  mayor  has  agreed  to  hold 
festivities. 

In  Shfaram,  Dichter  reportedly  said, 
“Those  who  sit  year  after  year  and  cry  about 
the  Nakba  shouldn’t  be  surprised  if  in  the  end 
they  really  do  have  a Nakba." 

Some  Israeli  Jews  condemned  the 
remarks. 

“Only  paranoia  and  a repressed  feeling  of 
guilt  could  produce  the  shocking  sentence,” 
Ha  ‘aretz  columnist  Meron  Benvenisti  wrote. 

Benvenisti  suggested  that  Dichter’s  com- 
ments were  reminiscent  of  the  years  of  Israel’s 
military  rule  over  its  Arab  minority  from 
1 949  to  1 967,  when  the  government  expected 
Arab  compliance  in  return  for  promises  of 
favours  like  paved  roads  and  increased 
municipal  budgets. 

Trying  to  soften  his  message,  Dichter  said 
in  the  same  remarks  that  Israel  belonged  to  its 
Arabs  and  other  minority  groups  as  much  as 
it  belongs  to  the  Jews.  None  of  them  “have 
any  other  country”  but  Israel  to  call  home,  he 
said. 

Israel’s  1.3  million  Arab  citizens  comprise 
about  a fifth  of  the  country’s  population. 
Although  technically  equal  under  the  law, 
Israeli  Arabs  - also  known  as  Palestinian 
Israelis  - commonly  face  discrimination  in 
areas  ranging  from  jobs  to  housing  and  com- 
munity development. 

(Continued  on  page  22) 
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Disaffected,  some  religious  Zionists  turn  against  Israel 


The  dismantling  of  illegal  West  Bank  settlement  outposts  like  Amona,  where  protesters  clashed  with 
police  in  February  2006,  has  a few  religious  Zionists  turning  against  the  Israeli  state. 

(Credit:  Avi  Ohayon/GPO) 


Bv  Dina  Kraft 

TEL  AVIV  (JTA)  - For  three- 
and-a-half  months,  Tzvia  Sariel 
refused  to  identify  herself  in  an 
Israeli  court  after  being  arrested  for 
allegedly  assaulting  Palestinian 
farmers.  Instead,  the  1 8-year-old  sat 
in  jail  and  held  firm:  She  would  not 
co-operate  with  a judicial  system 
she  viewed  as  illegitimate. 

When  Sariel,  who  lives  in  the 
Jewish  West  Bank  town  of  Elon 
Moreh,  was  released  from  custody 
in  March,  dozens  of  her  classmates 
were  on  hand  to  greet  her  as  a hero. 

“God  is  my  final  authority,  and 
we  don’t  recognize  you,”  another 
teenage  settler  reportedly  shouted  at 
a Jerusalem  court  earlier  this  year. 

The  girl  was  one  of  seven  14- 
year-old  girls  from  the  West  Bank' 
settlement  of  Beit  El  arrested  for 
occupying  an  illegal  outpost. 

These  stories  may  be  exception- 
al, but  they  represent  a significant 
shift  taking  place  in  Israel’s  reli- 
gious Zionist  community. 

Religious  Zionists  once  revered 
state  institutions  almost  as  if  they 
were  holy  vessels,  part  of  God’s 
plan  for  restoring  Jewish  hegemony 
in  the  Land  of  Israel  and  creating  an 
Israeli  state  as  a precursor  to  the 
messianic  era. 


(Continued  from  page  21) 

Israeli  Jews  are  ambivalent 
about  the  country’s  Arab  popula- 
tion. Some  decry  their  discrimina- 
tion, but  many  view  the  country’s 
Arabs  as  a fifth  column,  disloyal  to 
the  state  and  a potential  threat  to  its 
Jewish  population.  Israeli  Arabs  at 
times  have  been  implicated  in  abet- 
ting terrorist  attacks  against  Israeli 
Jews. 

The  boycott  of  this  year’s  Inde- 
pendence Day  celebrations  is  of  a 
piece  with  the  newfound  outspo- 
kenness of  the  Israeli  Arab  intelli- 
gentsia, members  of  which  pub- 
lished a controversial  document  in 
2006  calling  for  greater  Arab  power 
in  the  Jewish  state. 

The  authors  of  that  document, 
The  Future  Vision  of  the  Palestinian 
Arabs  in  Israel , argued  that  Israel 
cannot  be  both  a Jewish  and  demo- 
cratic state,  and  they  called  for 
eliminating  the  Jewish  character  of 
the  national  anthem  and  flag. 

One  of  those  authors,  Mo- 
hammed Marzouk,  is  the  director  of 
the  Baqa  al-Gharbiyeh  branch  of 
Shatil,  a division  of  the  New  Israel 
Fund  that  counsels  non-profit  orga- 
nizations. Marzouk  says  Palestinian 
Israelis  are  graduating  to  a new 
level  of  political  consciousness. 


Indeed,  the  prayer  for  the  state 
published  in  1948  by  Israel’s  Chief 
Rabbinate,  which  for  decades  was 
repeated  every  Sabbath  in  religious 
Zionist  synagogues,  referred  to  the 
State  of  Israel  as  the  beginning  of 
the  “flowering  of  the  redemption.” 
But  now  a few  religious  Zionists 
are  turning  against  the  state. 


“In  the  past  we  would  sing  Inde- 
pendence Day  songs  and  put  up 
flags,  but  today  we  don’t  do  that,” 
he  said.  “People  would  be  ashamed 
to  do  so.” 

Marzouk  is  helping  plan  a week 
of  local  Nakba  activities  - com- 
memorations that  have  gained  cur- 
rency among  Israeli  Arabs  in  the 
last  decade.  The  schedule  includes 
visits  to  the  sites  of  villages 
destroyed  during  and  after  Israel’s 
1948  War  of  Independence,  work- 
shops and  lectures. 

He  said  Israeli  Arabs  and  Jews 
need  to  acknowledge  each  other’s 
histories  if  they  are  to  build  bridges 
of  understanding. 

“As  long  as  Jewish  citizens 
don’t  acknowledge  the  grief,  it  will 
be  hard  for  us  to  accept  their  inde- 
pendence,” Marzouk  said. 

For  Madjy  Abu-Mokh,  16,  the 
contrasting  approaches  of  his 
country’s  planned  celebrations  and 
his  community’s  planned  com- 
memorations present  a painful 
puzzle. 

“I’m  not  sure  what  to  think,”  he 
told  JTA.  “I  am  an  Arab,  so  I feel 
an  obligation  to  take  part  in  Nakba 
activities  and  need  to  know  what 
happened.  But,  on  the  other  hand. 
I’m  a citizen  of  this  country.” 


They're  still  smarting  from  the 
evacuation  nearly  three  years  ago  of 
Jewish  settlements  in  the  Gaza 
Strip,  which  many  describe  as  a 
betrayal  by  the  state,  and  ongoing 
clashes  with  police  at  West  Bank 
settlements  and  outposts  that  likely 
will  be  dismantled  in  any  future 
government  peace  deal  with  the 
Palestinians. 

“The  ideology  of  the  religious 
Zionists  was  that  co-operation  with 
secular  Israel  came  from  being  part 
of  the  Zionist  enterprise,  but  when 
people  were  taken  out  of  their  homes 
this  brand  of  Zionism  was  wound- 
ed,” said  Yair  Sheleg,  a research  fel- 
low at  the  Israel  Democracy  Insti- 
tute, a Jerusalem  think  tank. 

“Since  then,  the  outlook  of  some 
on  the  right  has  become  that,  if  the 
vision  of  a Zionist  goal  has  ended, 
so  too  has  the  co-operation.” 

To  be  sure,  the  vast  majority  of 
religious  Zionists  - settlers,  their 
supporters  and  other  religious 
Israelis  who  identify  as  Zionists  - do 
not  reject  the  state’s  authority.  But 
observers  say  those  who  do,  mostly 
young  people  from  the  settler  com- 
munity, are  gaining  legitimacy. 

The  term  religious  Zionist  cov- 
ers a wide  spectrum  of  modern 
Orthodox  Israelis,  ranging  from 
urbanites  to  those  from  politically 
centrist  religious  kibbutzim  to  high- 
ly ideological  settlers  in  the  West 
Bank.  They  are  united  in  the  belief 
that  the  Zionist  mission  of  building 
a Jewish  state  is  justified  and  rooted 
in  Judaism.  Most,  but  not  all,  are 
politically  right  of  centre. 

Perhaps  encouraged  by  disaf- 
fected adults,  some  religious  Zion- 
ist youths  are  expressing  their  sense 
of  alienation  from  the  state  by  con- 


fronting police  at  West  Bank  settle- 
ment outposts  and  declaring  that 
they  reject  the  right  of  the  courts  to 
prosecute  them. 

Rabbi  Yuval  Sherlow,  a moderate 
in  the  religious  Zionist  community, 
warned  that  youths  are  drawn  to 
rejectionism  partly  due  to  the 
romanticism  they  attach  to  express- 
ing their  frustration  in  bold  steps 
against  state  authorities. 

“1  think  that  our  role  as  rabbis  is 
to  strengthen  the  mainstream  camp, 
which  is  in  danger  because  the 
youth  are  seen  as  strong  and  idealis- 
tic and  the  mainstream  seems  gray 
and  boring,”  he  said. 

Sherlow  also  noted  that  today’s 
young  people  are  not  old  enough  to 
remember  the  state  for  its  heroism, 
such  as  the  1967  Six-Day  War  or 
the  Entebbe  rescue  mission. 
Instead,  their  formative  years  saw  a 
government  that  pulled  their  com- 
patriots out  of  Gaza,  failed  to  pro- 
tect the  northern  front  in  the  Second 
Lebanon  War  and  has  been  unable 
to  stem  rocket  fire  from  the  Gaza 
Strip  on  southern  Israel. 

A stark  example  of  the  strains 
between  the  religious  Zionist  com- 
munity and  the  state  surfaced  last 
month  after  eight  students  at 
Jerusalem’s  prominent  Mercaz 
HaRav  yeshiva,  the  settler  move- 
ment’s flagship  yeshiva,  were 
gunned  down  by  a Palestinian  from 
eastern  Jerusalem. 

Thousands  filled  Jerusalem’s 
streets  for  the  emotional  funerals, 
but  no  government  officials  were 
present  - something  that  would 
have  been  unheard  of  just  a few 
years  ago,  according  to  Sheleg. 

Later,  when  Prime  Minister 
Ehud  Olmert  indicated  he  planned 


to  pay  a condolence  call  to  the 
yeshiva,  he  reportedly  was  rebuffed 
by  the  yeshiva ’s  leaders. 

Education  Minister  Yuli  Tamir 
did  visit  the  yeshiva  to  talk  to  stu- 
dents, but  hecklers  mocked  her  as  a 
“murderer”  and  an  “Oslo  criminal.” 

Responding  to  this  palpable  sense 
of  alienation  from  the  state.  Rabbi 
Shlomo  Aviner,  a prominent  rabbi 
from  the  religious  Zionist  communi- 
ty, wrote  an  appeal  to  youth  in  a pam- 
phlet distributed  at  synagogues  on 
Shabbat  and  posted  online.  The  pam- 
phlet pleaded  for  unity  with  the  state 
rather  than  division. 

His  call  was  met  with  bitter 
replies,  according  to  the  Israeli 
daily  Ha’aretz. 

“A  whole  worldview,  ‘the  state- 
hood view.’  which  has  an  impressive 
record  of  achievement,  is  found 
today  in  a crisis,  while  beneath  it  a 
new,  more  determined  worldview  is 
growing,”  one  young  person 
responded  to  Aviner’s  plea.  “We  are 
in  a new  reality.” 

Despite  fears  that  the  religious 
Zionist  community  would  turn 
against  the  army  after  the  Jewish 
withdrawal  from  Gaza  in  2005, 
most  religious  Zionist  1 8-year-olds 
continue  to  serve,  with  a high  per- 
centage in  elite  combat  units. 

Many  of  them,  however,  have 
told  their  commanders  they  would 
refuse  to  carry  out  orders  to  evacu- 
ate Jews  from  settlements. 

Some  settler  youth  said  after  the 
withdrawal  from  Gaza  that  the  com- 
munity’s adult  leadership  had  been 
too  passive  in  their  resistance  to 
Israeli  authorities. 

In  February  2006,  when  police 
came  to  clear  out  the  illegal  West 
Bank  outpost  of  Amona,  settler 
youth  took  a more  aggressive 
stance.  About  4,000  of  them  faced 
off  against  security  forces  sent  to 
demolish  nine  houses,  throwing 
stones  and  cinder  blocks  at  authori- 
ties in  what  became  one  of  the  most 
violent  clashes  ever  between  Jewish 
Israelis.  More  than  200  people  were 
injured. 

Rabbi  Yair  Frank,  the  former 
rabbi  of  Amona,  told  the  youths  at 
the  time  that  government  plans  for 
territorial  withdrawals  were  part  of 
the  state’s  disengagement  from  the 
Torah  and  its  teachings. 

In  an  interview  with  JTA,  Frank 
said  it’s  not  just  the  youth  but  also 
adults  who  are  asking  tough  ques- 
tions about  the  relationship  between 
their  community  and  the  state. 

“The  entire  public  is  going 
through  a difficult  period,”  Frank 
said,  “believing  Jews  know  that  the 
state  of  today  is  not  what  we  once 
expected.” 


Arabs  not  celebrating 
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What  Israel  must 


By  Leslie  Susser 

JERUSALEM  (JTA)  - When 
David  Ben-Gurion  declared 
Israel’s  independence  60  years 
ago,  the  army  had  just  29,000  sol- 
diers, no  tanks  and  four  Messer- 
schmitt  fighters. 

As  seven  Arab  armies  prepared 
to  invade,  the  renowned  British 
general  Bernard  Montgomery  pre- 
dicted that  the  Jews  would  not  be 
able  to  hold  out  for  more  than  a 
few  weeks.  Ben-Gurion’s  own 
generals  put  the  country’s  chances 
of  survival  at  just  50-50. 

Israel  today  has  a standing 
army  of  187,000  with  an  estimat- 
ed 450,000  reserves,  hundreds  of 
front-line  tanks  and  state-of-the- 
art  aircraft.  Its  military  is  bigger 
than  that  of  Great  Britain  and  con- 
sidered by  most  experts  to  be  the 
strongest  by  far  in  the  Middle 
East.  And,  although  Israel  has 
never  admitted  it  has  a nuclear 
arsenal,  it  is  said  to  be  a nuclear 
power. 

Clearly,  there  is  no  comparison 
between  Israels  military  power 
then  and  now. 

But  is  the  state  that  was  sup- 
posed to  be  a haven  for  the  Jews 
more  secure  today  than  it  was  on 
May  14,  1948,  when  Ben-Gurion 


read  out  Israel’s  proclamation  of 
independence  at  the  Tel  Aviv 
Museum? 

Israel’s  array  of  impressive  mil- 
itary, diplomatic  and  economic 
achievements  notwithstanding, 
the  country  still  faces  grave  exis- 
tential threats. 

The  most  obvious  comes  from 
Iran.  A radical  Shi'ite  regime  in 
Tehran  armed  with  nuclear 
weapons  would  constitute  a 
greater  threat  than  Israel  has  faced 
at  any  time  in  its  history. 

But  there  are  also  more  subtle 
dangers.  For  example,  should 
Israel  fail  to  reach  a two-state 
solution  with  the  Palestinians, 
demands  for  one  man,  one  vote  in 
a single  Israeli-Palestinian  state 
could  undermine  the  fundamental 
Zionist  idea  of  Israel  as  a Jewish 
state. 

Some  Israelis  see  grave  domes- 
tic dangers. 

To  a large  extent,  Israel’s  stun- 
ning achievements  were  due  to 
relatively  high  educational  stan- 
dards and  strong  manpower.  But 
major  crises  in  higher  education 
and  the  school  system  could  put 
these  at  risk. 

In  comparative  tests  over  the 
(Continued  on  page  24) 


do  to  secure  its  future 


Israeli  children  at  a school  near  Tel  Aviv  take  part  in  a nationwide  civil  defence  exercise.  Despite  Israel's 
impressive  military,  diplomatic  and  economic  achievements,  the  country  still  faces  grave  existential 
threats.  (Photo:  Brian  Hendler) 
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Israeli  leaders  dealing  with  country’s  problems 


Technion  Computer  Science  building  Haifa  Israel.  Some  leading  Israeli  scientists  believe  Israel  is  not 
investing  enough  in  cutting-edge  research. 


(Continued  from  page  23) 
past  several  years,  Israeli  school- 
children  have  fared  worse  than 
most  of  their  Western  and  Asian 
counterparts.  For  example,  in  the 
developed  world’s  2006  PISA 
rankings,  Israeli  15-year-olds  fin- 
ished 39th  out  of  57  countries. 

Moreover,  cash-strapped  uni- 
versities have  been  cutting  profes- 
sors’ jobs  and  research  budgets, 
accelerating  an  already  worrying 
brain  drain.  According  to  Profes- 
sor Dan  Ben-David  of  Tel  Aviv 
University,  25  per  cent  of  academ- 
ic lecturers  in  Israel  leave  the 
country,  compared  to  a figure  of 
1.5  per  cent  to  4 per  cent  in 
Europe. 

“This  is  the  real  existential 
threat  to  Israel,”  says  Avishai 
Braverman,  a Labor  Knesset 
member  and  former  Ben-Gurion 
University  president. 

So  far,  the  Israeli  economy 
appears  to  be  holding  firm.  Israel 
has  registered  an  annual  growth  of 
more  than  4 per  cent  for  each  of 
the  last  four  years  - more  than  any 
other  developed  Western  nation  - 
despite  the  intifada,  the  withdraw- 
al from  Gaza  and  the  Second 
Lebanon  War.  But  can  it  be  sus- 
tained, given  the  brain  drain  and 
the  cuts  in  research? 

Some  leading  Israeli  scientists, 
like  the  Technion  Institute’s  Zeev 
Tadmor,  argue  that  Israel  is  not 
geared  for  the  next  generation  of 
probable  growth  areas,  such  as 
biotech,  nanotechnology  and  alter- 
native energy,  and  is  not  investing 
enough  in  cutting-edge  research. 
The  government’s  research  alloca- 
tion for  all  seven  of  Israel’s  top 
universities  is  just  $100  million  a 


year,  compared  to  a U.S.  federal 
budget  for  the  Massachusetts 
Institute  of  Technology  alone  of 
$950  million. 

Other  figures,  however,  tell  a 
different  story. 

In  1950,  annual  exports  from 
Israel  totalled  $18  million;  today, 
the  figure  is  $48  billion.  Accord- 
ing to  figures  published  in  2000, 
Israel  was  second  only  to  Califor- 
nia’s Silicon  Valley  in  high-tech, 
third  in  the  number  of  university 
graduates  per  capita  behind  the 
United  States  and  Holland,  and 
first  in  the  number  of  scientists 
per  capita,  with  135  per  10,000 
inhabitants,  compared  to  85  in  the 


United  States. 

Moreover,  reflecting  the  extent 
of  its  high-tech  success,  Israel  is 
third  in  the  world  in  Nasdaq-listed 
companies  behind  only  the  United 
States  and  Canada.  And,  despite 
effects  from  the  U.S.  subprime 
mortgage  crisis  and  other  econom- 
ic woes,  the  forecast  for  Israel’s 
economic  growth  this  year  is  still 
more  than  3 per  cent. 

The  security  threat  to  Israel’s 
future  is  more  tangible. 

Although  it  emerged  victorious 
and  strengthened  from  the  second 
intifada,  Israel  has  been  unable  to 
find  a formula  for  peace  with  the 
Palestinians.  The  main  achieve- 


ment of  the  Oslo  process  was  to 
give  the  Israeli-Palestinian  con- 
flict a soluble  territorial  dimen- 
sion. But  the  takeover  of  the  Gaza 
Strip  last  year  by  the  radical 
Hamas  could  transform  the  con- 
flict into  an  intractable  cultural 
and  religious  clash. 

The  Israeli-Iranian  standoff  is 
of  a similarly  uncompromising 
character.  However,  the  difference 
between  this  and  Israel’s  past  con- 
frontations with  absolutist  oppo- 
nents is  that  the  West  now  seems 
to  be  on  Israel’s  side,  fighting  a 
similar  battle  against  fundamen- 
talist Islamism. 

Israel’s  performance  in  the  face 


of  these  weighty  strategic  chal- 
lenges will  depend,  to  a large 
extent,  on  the  quality  of  its  politi- 
cal leadership,  but,  since  its  incep- 
tion, the  state  has  been  plagued  by 
an  increasingly  dysfunctional  sys- 
tem of  government.  Unwieldy 
coalitions  forced  to  accommodate 
a plethora  of  parties  and  interest 
groups  have  made  it  difficult  for 
embattled  Israeli  leaders  to  take 
the  tough  decisions  the  country 
needs  on  peace,  security  and  the 
economy. 

But  Israel’s  leaders  are  aware  of 
the  country’s  problems  and  have 
been  acting  to  deal  with  them. 

Israel  is  helping  to  build  an 
international  coalition  against  the 
Iranian  bomb,  is  accelerating 
efforts  to  cut  a peace  deal  with 
moderate  Palestinians  and  is  in  the 
process  of  instituting  educational 
reforms. 

Moreover,  Israel  is  working  on 
amendments  to  the  system  of  gov- 
ernance that  will  make  elected 
representatives  more  accountable 
and,  at  the  same  time,  provide 
future  governments  with  more 
power  to  govern.  Detailed  legisla- 
tion already  has  been  prepared  in 
the  Knesset’s  Law,  Constitution 
and  Justice  Committee. 

Prime  Minister  Ehud  Olmert 
may  well  want  to  bring  some  of 
these  initiatives  to  fruition  soon  as 
part  of  the  60th  anniversary  cele- 
brations. 

Although  Israel  at  60  has  much 
to  be  proud  of,  the  country  cannot 
become  complacent,  and  concerns 
about  its  future  cannot  be  dis- 
missed. Then  again,  just  as  it  did 
in  1948,  time  and  again,  Israel  has 
confounded  the  prophets  of  doom. 


Paul  Dewar,  MP/Depute  Ottawa  Centre 
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Universities  need 
more  funds  to  reverse 
Israel’s  brain  drain 


By  Yitzhak  Apeloig 

HAIFA,  Israel  (JTA)  - Israel,  like  other 
small  nations  without  oil  but  with  vibrant 
economies,  has  just  one  natural  resource:  the 
brainpower  of  its  people,  honed  at  our  seven 
world-class  research  universities.  But,  for 
Israel  to  benefit  from  this  progress,  we  must 
attract  and  retain  the  minds  that  will  increase 
achievements  in  coming  decades. 

The  threat  of  brain  drain  - the  emigration 
of  highly  skilled,  highly  educated  profession- 
als to  other  countries  offering  better  economic, 
professional  or  social  opportunities  - must  be 
addressed  with  immediacy.  We  must  reverse 
the  trend  made  so  evident  in  a recent  study  that 
found  nearly  one-quarter  of  Israeli  academics 
are  working  in  American  universities. 

Our  economic  progress  is  inextricably 
linked  to  advances  in  science  and  technology 
at  our  universities.  It’s  no  coincidence  that 
major  U.S.  companies  - including  Motorola, 
Intel,  Qualcomm,  Google  and  Yahoo!  - have 
set  up  major  facilities  near  our  universities  to 
take  advantage  of  the  continuous  supply  of 
fresh  ideas  and  brilliant  mmds. 

These  minds  translate  into  Israel  boasting 
more  companies  listed  on  the  Nasdaq  than 
any  country,  except  the  United  States  and 
Canada,  and  the  second  highest  concentration 
of  start-up  companies  in  the  world  right  after 
Silicon  Valley.  It’s  no  wonder  that  venture 
capitalists  invested  $1.76  billion  in  Israeli 
start-up  companies  last  year  alone  - up  8.5 
per  cent  from  2006  and  more  than  was  invest- 
ed in  much  larger,  technologically  advanced 
countries  such  as  Germany,  France  and  Italy. 

At  the  very  heart  of  such  achievements  are 
our  university  graduates,  with  their  superb 
education,  exceptional  drive  and  that  famous 


OPINION 

Israeli  moxie.  It’s  no  wonder  that  27  Israelis 
were  included  on  the  2007  European  Union 
list  of  300  top  young  researchers.  But  it  is 
imperative  that  we  continue  turning  out  grad- 
uates capable  of  providing  the  fuel  to  drive 
Israels  expanding  science-  and  technology- 
based  economy.  In  order  to  do  so,  our  univer-' 
sities  must  again  become  a government  and 
national  priority. 

We  must  make  all  efforts  to  attract  and 
retain  the  very  best  faculty.  Israel’s  one-size- 
fits-all  university  faculty  pay  scale  - based 
primarily  on  rank  and  seniority  rather  than 
merit  and  performance  - makes  it  difficult  to 
attract  top-notch  science  faculty  when  com- 
peting against  extravagant  compensation 
packages  being  offered  by  foreign  universi- 
ties and  the  high-tech  industry. 

In  Israel,  all  faculty  members  are  paid  the 
same  amount.  How  can  we  compete  with  U.S. 
universities,  which  recognize  the  amount  of 
education,  specialized  equipment  and  facili- 
ties involved  in  a science-specific  education, 
and  as  a result  pay  science  faculty  members 
high  salaries? 

It  comes  as  no  surprise  that  Israel's  brain 
drain  problem  is  especially  pronounced  in 
high-tech  disciplines  such  as  computer  sci- 
ence and  engineering.  Indeed,  one  recent 
study  found  that  a third  of  all  Israeli  comput- 
er science  faculty  are  now  found  in  the  top  40 
U.S.  computer  science  departments. 

Even  if  we  can’t  compete  with  foreign 
institutions  with  salaries,  we  can  and  must 
(Continued  on  page  26) 
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Limited  wealth,  opportunities  subjects  Israel  to  brain  drain 


Professor  Eyal  Winter,  teaching  an  economics  class  at  the  Hebrew  University,  says 
Israeli  doctoral  students  who  study  abroad  rarely  return  because  of  higher  salaries 
and  better  working  conditions.  (Photo:  Brian  Hendler) 


a good  life  here,”  said  Moav, 


By  Dina  Kraft 

TEL  AVIV  (JTA)  - Even 
though  Hebrew  University’s 
economics  department  is 
rated  one  of  the  top  centres 
for  economics  in  the  world, 
the  head  of  that  department 
is  having  a tough  time 
recruiting  faculty. 

It’s  not  that  good  students 
don’t  come  out  of  the  centre. 
Just  last  year,  eight  went  to 
top  doctoral  programs  at 
Harvard,  Stanford,  the  Mass- 
achusetts Institute  of  Tech- 
nology and  Yale,  according 
to  the  departmental  chair, 
Professor  Eyal  Winter. 

It’s  that  they’re  not  com- 
ing back. 

“We  discuss  their 
prospects  of  return  after 
graduating  and  they  say  it’s 
inconceivable  that  they’ll 
stay  in  the  U.S.,  but  it  turns 
out  they  rarely  return,”  Win- 
ter said.  “Once  they  receive 
offers  in  the  American  mar- 
ket, they  decide  to  stay.” 

Hebrew  University’s 
problem  is  Israel’s  problem. 

In  growing  numbers, 
young  top-tier  Israeli  acade- 
mics and  professionals  are 
being  drawn  to  positions 
abroad,  mostly  in  the  United 
States,  lured  by  higher 
salaries  and  better  working 
conditions. 

The  academics  expect  to 
earn  much  more  money 
overseas  than  in  Israel  and, 
abroad,  they  face  lighter 
teaching  loads  and  better 
research  facilities.  A recent 
study  found  that  more  than 


one-quarter  of  lecturers  who 
have  taught  in  Israel  have 
taken  jobs  in  the  United 
States. 

That  figure  makes  Israel’s 
rate  of  academic  brain  drain 
the  highest  in  the  world  - 1 0 
times  the  rate  in  Europe. 

The  brain  drain  problem 
is  not  new  to  Israel,  but  it  has 
intensified  in  recent  years, 
especially  in  economics  and 
the  sciences. 

Professor  Dan  Ben- 
David,  director  of  the  public 
policy  department  at  Tel 
Aviv  University,  has  con- 
ducted research  on  academic 
brain  drain  and  says  10  per 
cent  of  Israeli  physicists  and 
a third  of  computer-science 
academics  work  in  top  U.S. 
university  departments. 

Brain  drain  is  a signifi- 
cant problem  as  well  in  other 
professional  fields  with 
major  salary  gaps,  including 
high-tech,  engineering,  busi- 
ness and  medicine. 

“I  think  we  should  be 
alarmed,"  said  Omer  Moav,  a 
Hebrew  University  econo- 
mist who  co-authored 
research  on  the  topic  for  the 
Jerusalem-based  Shalem 
Center  think  tank. 

Low  salaries  and  high 
taxes  are  leading  thousands 
of  Israelis  with  higher  edu- 
cations to  leave  the  country 
every  year,  the  report  found. 

“The  canary  in  the  coal 
mine  is  telling  us  something: 
the  State  of  Israel  is  failing 
to  allow  the  educated,  mid- 
dle- and  upper-middle  class 


who  co-authored  the  report 
with  Eric  Gold,  another 
Hebrew  University  econo- 
mist. 

The  study  found  that, 
between  1995  and  2002,  4.7 
per  cent  of  Israelis  with  mas- 
ter’s degrees  and  above 
between  the  ages  of  30  and 
40  - considered  the  primary 
period  people  emigrate  - 
decided  to  leave  the  country. 

The  figure  for  the  same 
age  group  was  even  higher, 
6.9  per  cent,  when  immi- 
grants to  Israel,  the  majority 
of  them  from  the  former 
Soviet  Union,  were  includ- 
ed. 

Ron  Siegal  is  part  of  this 
trend.  After  receiving  offers 


from  the  economics  depart- 
ments of  Hebrew  University 
and  Tel  Aviv  University,  he 
decided  to  accept  a tenure- 
track  assistant  professor 
position  at  Northwestern 
University,  considered  one 
of  the  top  schools  for  his 
specialty,  economic  theory. 

In  a phone  interview 
from  Chicago,  Siegal  told 
JTA  that  his  choice  was  dif- 
ficult to  make,  but  ultimate- 
ly came  down  to  being  in  the 
best  place  to  begin  his 
career. 

“Israel  is  not  a central 
place,”  he  said,  “and,  when 
you  are  starting  out,  expo- 
sure is  important.” 

Siegal  said  it’s  important 
to  be  close  to  one’s  peers 
when  it  comes  to  being  pub- 
lished in  the  right  journals, 
getting  invited  to  important 
conferences  and  ultimately 
receiving  tenure. 

At  Northwestern,  Siegal 
not  only  earned  a signifi- 
cantly higher  salary,  but  also 
had  a lighter  teaching  load 
than  in  Israel  - allowing  him 
more  time  for  research. 

Shraga  Brosh,  president 
of  the  Manufacturers  Asso- 
ciation of  Israel,  blames  the 
flight  of  some  of  Israel’s  top 
minds  to  government  cuts  in 
research-and-development 
budgets. 

Brosh  made  headlines 
earlier  this  year  when  he 
announced  that  25,000  high- 
tech  workers  had  left  Israel 
in  the  past  seven  years  to 
work  for  U.S.  companies. 
Researchers  dismissed  the 


number  as  inflated,  but  the 
announcement  highlighted 
the  sense  that  Israel  is  in  a 
crunch. 

The  loss  of  human  re- 
sources costs  Israel  some 
$1.9  billion  each  year,  econ- 
omists in  Brosh ’s  organiza- 
tion estimated.  They  are 
currently  raising  money  to 
provide  stipends  for  return- 
ing Israelis  in  the  hope  that 
a financial  boost  will  be 
another  incentive  to  go 
back. 

An  Israeli  working  in  the 
United  States,  Gil  Blander, 
helped  found  a non-profit 
organization  called  Bio- 
Abroad  that  connects  Israeli 
biologists  living  overseas 
with  work  opportunities  in 
Israeli  academia  and  indus- 
try. 

Blander,  who  did  his 
post-doctoral  work  in  biolo- 
gy at  MIT  and  is  now  work- 
ing at  a biotech  company  in 
Boston,  said  he  founded  the 
organization  out  of  frustra- 
tion by  a lack  of  information 
about  jobs  and  opportunities 
in  Israel  for  professionals 
abroad. 

In  the  United  States, 
Blander  said  he  found  a 
“more  comfortable  place  to 
do  science,”  but  added  that 
he  and  his  wife,  who  works 
for  a high-tech  firm,  eventu- 
ally plan  to  return  to  Israel. 

The  Israeli  government 
recently  ramped  up  efforts  to 
bring  Israelis  back  to  the 
country,  offering  them  tax 
incentives,  organizing  job 
fairs  for  Israelis  abroad  and 


establishing  relocation  web 
sites. 

Ben-David  says  it’s  not 
just  salaries  that  are  sending 
Israelis  overseas.  Citing  the 
steep  decline  in  available 
positions  at  Israeli  universi- 
ties, he  faults  the  govern- 
ment and  says  budget  cuts 
are  to  blame. 

Officials  from  the 
finance  ministry,  which 
oversees  the  budgets  of 
Israel’s  seven  universities, 
insist  higher  education  is  a 
top  national  priority. 

Approximately  one-quar- 
ter of  the  ministry's  $7  bil- 
lion education  budget  goes 
to  higher  education,  and  aca- 
demics were  granted  a 24.5 
per  cent  raise  through  2009 
as  part  of  the  deal  in  Febru- 
ary that  ended  Israel’s  three- 
month  university  strike. 

Until  the  1970s,  Israel  had 
about  the  same  academic 
positions  per  capita  as  the 
United  States,  but,  since 
1973,  Israel’s  population  has 
doubled  while  the  number  of 
available  faculty  positions 
has  declined,  Ben-David  said. 

Eitan  Rubin  is  among  the 
Israelis  who  have  felt  the 
lure  of  overseas.  He  left 
Israel  a while  ago  for  Har- 
vard’s Bioinformatics  Center 
for  Genomics  Research  but, 
ideologically  committed  to 
living  in  Israel,  returned  to 
work  at  the  National  Insti- 
tute of  Biotechnology  in  the 
Negev,  which  is  associated 
with  Ben-Gurion  University. 

“Leaving  America  was 
very  hard,  both  professional- 
ly and  to  leave  that  level  of 
science,”  Rubin  told  JTA. 

Rubin  worries  now  that, 
because  less  money  is  avail- 
able in  Israel  for  research,  he 
won’t  remain  competitive 
with  his  U.S.  colleagues. 

Another  Israeli  returnee, 
Shulamit  Levenberg,  who 
took  a post  in  bio-engineer- 
ing  at  the  Technion  Institute 
after  five  years  doing  post- 
doctoral work  at  MIT,  says 
she  wishes  more  of  her  col- 
leagues were  in  Israel. 

“Brainpower  is  one  of  the 
strengths  of  our  country,  and 
it’s  a shame  there  are  not 
more  possibilities  for  people 
to  come  back,”  she  said. 
“They  went  through  a long 
process  of  study  and  can 
really  contribute.  We  are  los- 
ing them.” 


Reverse  brain  drain,  make 
education  a central  policy 


(Continued  from  page  25) 
offer  our  young  faculty  generous  research  fel- 
lowships, cutting-edge  facilities,  the  very  best 
equipment  and  a stake  in  shaping  21st  centu- 
ry Israel. 

This  approach  has  been  moderately  suc- 
cessful, as  demonstrated  by  the  young  Tech- 
nion researchers  who  have  completed  suc- 
cessful post-doctoral  studies  at  places  like  the 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  Stan- 
ford, Cal  Tech  and  Harvard,  got  a taste  of  their 
open  market  value  and  received  tempting  job 
offers  in  the  United  States,  yet  have  been 
lured  back  to  teach  and  do  their  research  at 
the  Technion. 

We  could  attract  and  keep  even  more  of 
these  talented  young  researchers,  who  have 
done  undergraduate  and  much  of  their  gradu- 
ate work  at  our  very  own  universities,  if  we 


had  the  funding  to  create  additional  faculty 
positions.  As  things  stand,  we  lose  many  such 
researchers  who  decide  to  stay  overseas.  It  is 
indeed  a waste  of  our  most  precious  national 
resource. 

Yes,  there  are  serious  threats  to  our  educa- 
tional system  - and  by  extension  to  the  well- 
being of  Israel  - but  it’s  possible  to  rise  to  the 
challenge  of  our  government’s  misplaced  pri- 
orities that  put  our  universities  at  the  back  of 
the  line.  The  infrastructure,  the  will,  the  tal- 
ent, the  value  system  and  the  tradition  for 
excellence  in  education  are  all  in  place.  What 
we  need  if  we  are  to  keep  our  best  minds  from 
going  elsewhere  is  a major  shift  that  again 
makes  education  a central  national  policy. 

Yitzhak  Apeloig  is  the  president  of  the 
Technion-Israel  Institute  of  Technology  in 
Haifa. 
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Hagim  Ofram  believes  Israel  must  stop  the  settlement  expansion  and  seriously  nego- 
tiate with  the  Palestinians.  (Credit:  Uriel  Heilman) 


VISIONS  AT  60 

End  the  settlements  to 
focus  on  building  Israel 


By  Hagit  Ofran 

JERUSALEM  (JTA)  - I was  born  in 
Jerusalem  eight  years  after  the  1 967  war.  My 
relationship  with  my  city  and  my  country  is 
like  a child’s  to  his  family.  I feel  strong  bonds 
to  this  place  that  I love,  though  our  relation- 
ship is  not  without  its  disappointments  and 
disagreements.  At  such  moments  I feel  pain 
in  my  heart,  yet  I cannot  bear  to  stay  away.  I 
do  not  want  to  live  anywhere  else. 

The  Israel  into  which  I was  born  was  a 
state  trying  to  figure  out  what  to  do  with  the 
territories  it  occupied  after  the  Six-Day 
War.  All  the  election  campaigns  I witnessed 
were  about  the  question  of  the  territories: 
Should  we  withdraw?  Expand  the  settle- 
ments? Negotiate  peace  with  the  Palestini- 
ans? Annex  the  West  Bank? 

The  last  of  these  was  never  a serious 
consideration  because  more  than  two  mil- 
lion Palestinians  live  in  the  West  Bank; 
annexing  the  territory  would  lead  to  a bi- 
national state  rather  than  a Jewish  one,  end- 
ing the  Zionist  dream. 

In  these  election  campaigns,  other 
important  questions  were  shunted  aside.  We 
didn’t  talk  about  the  Jewish  identity  of  the 
Jews  in  Israel,  how  to  be  Jewish  in  a Jewish 
state,  social  justice  issues  and  tikkun  olam. 
Though  these  issues  are  part  of  the  public 
debate  in  Israel,  in  the  end  our  votes  are 
always  cast  on  the  basis  of  one  question:  the 
territories. 

The  only  reality  I know  is  of  an  Israel 
struggling  to  defend  itself  against  potential 
terrorism  from  the  occupied  territories. 

It  is  not  too  late  to  change  that,  and  today 
we  have  an  opportunity  to  do  it,  and  peace- 
fully. 


Under  American  hospitality  last  Novem- 
ber in  Annapolis,  Md.,  Israeli  Prime  Minis- 
ter Ehud  Olmert  and  Palestinian  Authority 
President  Mahmoud  Abbas  launched  an 
effort  to  reach  a permanent-status  agree- 
ment by  the  end  of  2008.  With  the  Palestin- 
ian Authority  currently  led  by  the  moderate 
Abbas,  we  have  an  opportunity  now  to 
reach  this  goal.  But  every  moment  that 
passes  without  an  agreement  weakens  the 
moderates  and  gives  more  power  to  the 
extremists. 

Meanwhile,  Israel  continues  to  make  the 
mistakes  of  the  past  by  building  in  the  Jew- 
ish settlements.  It  plays  into  the  hands  of 
Hamas  and  other  Palestinian  extremist 
groups  who  claim  that  the  Israelis  are  using 
the  negotiations  as  an  opportunity  to  expand 
the  settlements  and  strengthen  the  occupa- 
tion. 

These  groups  point  to  Israel’s  settlement 
building  as  evidence  that  armed  struggle,  not 
negotiations,  will  achieve  the  goal  of  Pales- 
tinian statehood. 

We  must  act  before  it’s  too  late.  We  can 
still  stop  the  expansion  of  the  settlements, 
move  forward  seriously  with  the  negotiations 
and  save  Israel  from  the  ongoing  disaster  of 
the  occupation. 

Our  occupation  not  only  makes  the  face 
of  Israel  and  its  people  look  ugly,  but  pre- 
vents us  from  building  on  our  homeland, 
Israel  proper.  It  prevents  us  from  addressing 
those  other  issues  that  are  so  crucial  to 
Israel’s  future,  and  securing  the  future  of  the 
Jewish  state  for  our  children  and  Israel’s  next 
generations. 

Hagit  Ofran  is  the  Settlement  Watch  pro- 
ject director  of  Peace  Now  in  Israel. 
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Israel’s  centrality  hinges  on 
identity,  technology,  politics 


By  Sergio  DellaPergola 

JERUSALEM  (JTA)  — israel  at  60  faces 
three  major  challenges:  identity,  technology 
and  politics. 

The  future  Israel  will  hdve  to  strive  and 
.Struggle  to  maintain  a credible  role  as  the 
cultural  and  spiritual  centre  of  Jewish  peo- 
plehood.  Demography  will  continue  to  play 
a fundamental  role  here,  but  the  main  chal- 
lenge will  be  whether  Israel  can  strengthen 
internal  and  transnational  Jewish  cultural 
bonds  to  preserve  some  consensus  among 
the  Jewish  people. 

Jewish  religion  and  identity  will  remain 
central  to  how  Israel  sees  itself  and  Jews 


worldwide  perceive  Israel.  But,  to  be  viable, 
Israel’s  Jewish  identity  must  be  attractive  to 
an  array  of  Jewish  constituencies,  each  of 
which  will  view  Israel  as  a place  that,  per- 
manently or  occasionally,  is  home. 

On  the  technology  front,  Israel  will  have 
to  expand  its  already  remarkable  facilities 
to  become,  even  more  than  now,  a world 
centre  for  research  and  development  capa- 
ble of  offering  its  creativity  and  services  to 
Jews  and  others  beyond  the  limited  space  of 
its  local  market.  Israel  must  join  the  world’s 
most  developed  societies. 

To  achieve  this,  Israel  will  have  to  over- 
come the  distinctions  that  persist  between 


greater  Tel  Aviv  and  the  country’s  peripher- 
al areas,  and  limit  the  deepening  socioeco- 
nomic differences  between  the  country’s 
richest  and  poorest. 

On  the  political  front,  Israel  will  require 
leaders  that  can  take  the  country  to  new 
horizons.  Many  Israelis  today  feel  that  our 
political  leaders  do  precisely  the  opposite. 
Slowing  down  the  major  transformations  we 
need  to  make  in  such  areas  as  the  Israeli- 
Palestinian  conflict,  Israel-Diaspora  rela- 
tions, thfe  relationship  between  religion  and 
state,  public  investment  versus  privatization 
in  the  economy,  and  more  active  participa- 
tion of  private  individuals  in  civil  society. 

Politics  in  Israel  will  have  to  be  reinvent- 
ed so  it  again  becomes  a driving  force  for 
the  fulfilment  of  Jewish  dreams.  The  over- 
arching issue  of  peace  and  normalization  of 
ties  with  Israel’s  neighbours  is  crucial  to 
this  because  the  final  outcome  of  the  Mid- 
dle East  conflict  will  result  either  in  the  ful- 
filment of  dreams  or  disaster. 

These  three  major  challenges  share 
something  in  common:  urgency.  Every  day 
that  passes  without  progress  brings  poten- 
tially irreversible  negative  consequences 


Sergio  DellaPergola 

(Credit:  Courtesy  of  Hebrew  University) 


that  threaten  the  very  survival  of  Israel  and 
the  Jewish  people. 

The  way  we  respond  to  these  challenges 
ultimately  will  determine  the  future  course 
of  the  Jewish  people  - and  Israel’s  fate  at  its 
1 20th  birthday. 

Sergio  DellaPergola  is  a professor  at  the 
Hebrew  University  and  a senior  fellow  at 
the  Jewish  People  Policy  Planning  Institute 
in  Jerusalem. 


Israel  Facts 

$ Because  Israel  has  almost  no  natural  fuel  sources  except 
for  its  abundant  sunshine,  it  has  become  a world  pioneer  in 
the  use  of  solar  energy.  Today  Israel  produces  most  of  its 
domestic  hot  water  from  solar  power,  as  well  as  exporting 
tens  of  thousands  of  solar  water  heaters  all  over  the  world. 

(Source:  Israel  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs) 

$ Israel  produces  more  scientific  papers  per  capita  than  any  other  nation. 

0 Israel  has  the  highest  ratio  of  university  degrees  to  population  in  the  world. 


'fov  md  "Best  Wishes 
©d  Israel’s  GOih 


Robert  and  Leiba  Kranztberg 


COME  SEE  US  AT  OUR  NEW  LOCATION 

1177  St.  Laurent  Blvd.  Otawa,  ON  K1K  3B7  - 613.746.6411 
(across  from  St.  Laurent  Shopping  Centre  with  Pizza  Pizza  & Mattress  Mart) 
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Being  a light  to  nations  key  to  Jewish  survival 


Avraham  Burg  believes  the  Jewish  people  “must  aim  for  the  destiny 
of  the  entire  world  and  think  about  our  contribution  to  humanity.” 

(Credit:  Dor  Chadash) 


By  Avraham  Burg 

(JTA)  - It’s  impossible  to  augur 
the  future  of  the  Jewish  people.  It 
can  only  be  summed  up  in  two 
words:  “I  hope." 

In  a paradoxical  sense,  the  cur- 
rent political,  economic  and  mili- 
tary strength  of  the  Jewish  people 
does  not  suggest  much  self-confi- 
dence. We  never  before  have  had 
such  a strong  army  and  such  a pow- 
erful state,  just  as  we  never  have  had 
such  a great  support  network  and 
influence  as  we  have  with  today’s 
worldwide  Jewry. 

Nevertheless  we  are  fearful. 
Every  day,  we  worry  about  our 
future  and  wonder  if  there  still  is 
hope  for  us.  We  fear  annihilation 
and  destruction.  We  see  foes  behind 
every  shadow.  Is  this  security?  Are 
the  fruits  of  independence  and  sov- 
ereignty the  loss  of  the  Jewish  peo- 
ple's faith  in  netzach  yisrael,  the 
eternity  of  the  Jewish  people? 

We  have  tremendous  national 
experience  in  survival  and  in  forg- 
ing means  of  existence  in  the  face 
of  a hostile  world.  But  we  have  yet 
to  develop  a national  strategy  for 
times  of  respite,  acceptance  and 
equality,  whether  in  our  sovereign 
nation  or  in  our  Diaspora  society. 

The  question  for  our  future  is, 
can  the  Jewish  people,  the  vast 
majority  of  whom  live  today  in  the 
democratic  hemisphere,  survive 
without  an  external  enemy? 

The  key  to  that  future  doesn’t 
really  depend  on  our  military  or 
political  strength,  but  on  decoding 
the  Jewish  genome  that  succeeded 


in  getting  us  through  so  many  chal- 
lenging periods. 

The  Jewish  people  never  sur- 
vived merely  for  the  purposes  of 
survival  or  subsisted  solely  for  the 
purpose  of  subsisting.  Judaism  and 
the  Jews  can  survive  only  if  we, 
connected  with  one  another,  are 
aimed  toward  a goal  far  larger  than 
physical  survival.  We  must  aim  for 
the  destiny  of  the  entire  world  and 


think  about  our  contribution  to 
humanity. 

This  is  how  we  gave  the  world 
the  notion  of  liberty,  expressed  dur- 
ing the  exodus  from  Egypt  in  the 
eternal  cry  “Let  my  people  go.” 
This  was  the  humanistic  universal- 
ism  of  the  prophets,  and  this  is  the 
Jewish  ethical  lesson  for  the  world’s 
generations. 

Without  enlightened  universal 


humanism,  the  Jewish  people  do 
not  justify  their  existence  or  the 
heavy  price  we  and  others  pay  with 
suffering.  A state  and  sovereignty 
are  only  the  means.  The  question 
must  always  come  back  to  a means 
to  what,  a state  for  what. 

The  strategy  for  the  Jewish  peo- 
ple can  be  found  in  our  past.  We 
must  return  to  a position  in  which 
our  contributions  to  the  world  will 
be  so  vital  and  unique  that  neither 
we  nor  the  world  can  afford  to 
forego  our  existence. 

In  the  medieval  era,  when  the 
daughters  of  Judaism  - Islam  and 
Christianity  - blossomed,  Mai- 
monides  said,  “There  is  no  differ- 
ence between  our  days  and  the  mes- 
sianic era  except  for  the  subjugation 
of  the  nations.” 

What  he  meant  was  the  only  dif- 
ference between  history  and  post- 
history is  that  in  the  messianic  era, 
nations  will  not  subjugate  other 
nations,  people  will  not  conquer 
other  peoples,  individuals  will  not 
humiliate  or  oppress  other  individu- 
als, men  will  not  abuse  women. 

This  universal  Jewish  call  for 
peace,  equality  and  justice,  which 
preceded  all  the  modem  revolu- 
tions, is  still  relevant  and  far  from 
being  fulfilled. 

The  fulfilment  of  Maimonides’ 
grand  humanistic  dream  is  undergo- 
ing the  incredible  experiment  of  our 
generation.  As  the  nation  of  vic- 
tims, we  must  not  claim  for  our- 
selves a monopoly  on  suffering.  We 
must  not  be  closed  or  apathetic  to 
the  sufferings  of  others  because  our 


trauma  is  bigger  than  yours. 

We  must  transform  our  suffering 
to  a model  for  the  world  - of  good 
against  evil,  of  light  against  dark- 
ness. The  cry  “never  again”  means 
never  again  for  anyone  who  is  suf- 
fering, never  again  for  anyone  who 
is  persecuted,  never  again  to  the 
evildoers  and  the  malicious  - not, 
heaven  forbid,  never  again  for  the 
Jews  alone. 

The  Jewish  future  means  under- 
going a revolutionary  change  from 
Holocaust  to  recovery,  from  trauma 
to  trust,  from  victim  to  protector  of 
victims,  from  an  era  of  enslavement 
to  an  era  of  fellowship. 

We  will  secure  our  existence  by 
being  a model  for  the  world  and  for 
ourselves.  We  must  go  from  a 
nation  of  victims  to  a nation  that  is 
of  the  righteous  among  the  nations, 
for  the  entire  world.  We  must  be 
there  for  suffering  people  around 
the  world  who  need  us  as  we  need- 
ed others  - even  though,  except  for 
a few  isolated  cases,  there  were  no 
others  there  when  we  needed  them. 

We  can  have  no  loftier  a national 
goal.  It  carries  on  its  wings  the 
promise  for  the  future  of  the  Jewish 
people  in  these  enlightened  and 
open  modem  times  into  which  we 
have  been  fortunate  enough  to  have 
been  bom. 

Avraham  Burg  is  a former  speak- 
er of  Israel  s Knesset,  former  chair- 
man of  the  Jewish  Agency  for  Israel 
and  the  author  of  Defeating  Hitler. 
This  piece  was  translated  from 
Hebrew  by  JTA  associate  editor 
Uriel  Heilman. 
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To  avoid  binationalism, 
Israel  will  return 
to  unilateralism 


By  Chemi  Shalev 

TEL  AVIV  (JTA)  - The  concept  of  a bi- 
national solution  to  the  Isfaeli-Palestinian 
conflict  is  quietlyvgaining  currency  and  sup- 
port among  Israeli  and  Palestiniaa  Arabs,  in 
Asian,  European  and  Arab  capitals,  and  in 
think  tanks,  academic  circles  and  NGOs 
around  the  world. 

Only  the  continuing  talks  between  Israel 
and  the  Palestinian  Authority,  however  fruit- 
less, are  keeping  the  binationalist  movement 
at  bay  - but  not  for  long.  The  battle  for,  or 
more  critically  against,  a binational  state  most 
likely  will  become  Israel’s  primary  political 
challenge  in  the  first  half  of  the  21st  century. 

The  blueprint  already  is  in  place. 

The  simplistic  argument  for  one  (wo)man, 
one  vote  will  be  at  its  core.  Palestinians  will 
relinquish  their  demand  for  a separate  Pales- 
tinian state,  insisting  instead  on  the  outright 
annexation  of  the  West  Bank  - and  perhaps 
of  the  Gaza  Strip  as  well  - along  with  equal 
rights  and  full  citizenship  for  the  millions  of 
Palestinians  living  in  the  territories.  Their 
demands  will  be  buttressed  by  a campaign  of 
boycott  and  disinvestment  modeled  along  the 
successful  lines  of  the  global  anti-apartheid 
campaign  that  brought  South  Africa  to  its 
knees  in  the  1980s. 

Israeli  officials  and  policyrhakers  are 
deeply  concerned.  Only  a few  of  them 
believe  in  a workable  agreement  with  either 
the  belligerent  Hamas  or  the  ineffectual 
Fatah.  Sooner  or  later,  they  will  have  to 
decide  whether  to  risk  weathering  the  bina- 
tional campaign,  as  it  gathers  momentum,  or 
revert  to  the  effort  to  cut  the  Gordian  knot  by 
reviving  the  policy  of  unilateral  withdrawals. 

It  is  a concept  that  until  recently  was  the 
vogue  in  Israel’s  political  parlance  but  has 
since  fallen  to  disrepute.  Israel’s  era  of  uni- 
lateralism lasted  from  2000  to  2006.  Hamas 
violent  seizure  of  Gaza  last  summer  retroac- 


tively marred  the  August  2005  disengage- 
ment from  the  strip,  and  Israel’s  ill-fated 
2006  Second  Lebanon  War  retrospectively 
tarnished  the  unilateral  withdrawal  from 
Lebanon  in  2000. 

Israelis,  who  once  had  enthusiastically 
supported  one-sided  moves,  cheered  when 
Prime  Minister  Ehud  Olmert  announced  in 
August  2006  that  his  plan  for  a unilateral 
“convergence”  in  the  West  Bank  was  no 
longer  relevant. 

But  it  is  a policy  destined  to  return,  main- 
ly for  lack  of  a better  alternative.  Unilateral- 
ism, after  all,  was  bom  as  a direct  conse- 
quence of  the  2000  Camp  David  summit, 
which  showed  that  Israel  has  no  serious 
Palestinian  partner  for  a permanent  solution. 
Unilateralism  was  also  bom  of  the  parallel 
understanding,  driven  home  by  two  intifadas, 
that  the  territories  and  their  inhabitants  cap- 
tured in  the  1967  Six-Day  War  were,  in  fact, 
a poisoned  chalice. 

The  main  manifestation  of  Israel’s  unilat- 
eralist approach  was  not,  as  widely  perceived, 
the  withdrawals  from  Gaza  and  Lebanon,  but 
the  erection  of  the  widely  popular  and  large- 
ly effective  West  Bank  security  fence.  The 
separation  barrier  was  foisted  on  a reluctant 
Israeli  government  by  a public  consensus  that 
had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  Israel  must 
determine  its  own  fate  and  its  own  borders. 

The  inescapable  logic  of  unilateralism  has 
not  changed.  It  is  destined  to  return  in  the 
upcoming  political  war  because  - notwith- 
standing the  danger  that  Hamas  will  take 
over  more  territory  - the  deceptive  claim  for 
a binational  state  is  perhaps  the  most  insidi- 
ous weapon  ever  used  by  Israel’s  enemies  to 
bring  about  the  dismantling  of  the  Jewish 
state. 

Chemi  Shalev  is  the  deputy  editor  and  a 
political  analyst  for  the  Israeli  daily  Israel 
Hayom. 


Israel  Facts 

O Israel  has  the  largest  concentra- 
tion of  high-tech  industries  in  the 
world  in  relation  to  its  population. 

O More  than  85  per  cent  of  solid 
waste  is  treated  in  an  environmen- 
lally  proper  manner  in  Israel. 

O Israel  has  the  third  largest  num- 
ber of  companies  trading  on  Wall 
Street  after  the  US.  and  Canada. 

O Israel  has  more  engineers  and  scientists  per  capital  than  any  other  country. 

<5  The  first  fully  computerized  radiation-free  diagnostic  scanning  device  for  breast 
cancer  was  developed  by  Israeli  scientists. 
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Celebrating  60  Years 
of  Advancement 

We  congratulate  the  State  of  Israel  on  its  60th  Anniversary.  From  the  inception  of 
the  State,  the  Weizmann  Institute  has  striven  to  strengthen  Israel  and  has 
committed  its  scientific  research  for  the  benefit  of  humanity'. 


Dr.  Chaim  Weizmann.  founding  President 
of  the  State  of  Israel  and  the  Weizmann 
Institute  of  Science,  at  his  inauguration  as 
President  of  the  State  of  Israel. 


Dr.  Chaim  Weizmann  in  his  laboratory 
at  the  Weizmann  Institute  of  Science. 
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SCIENCE 
CANADA 
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"Let  us  focus  our  efforts  first  of  nil  on  increasing 
our  creative  ability  by  encouraging  science  and  research 
in  the  State  of  Israel.  Science  and  research  are  the 
basis  of  progress  throughout  the  world." 

CHAIM  WEIZMANN  at  the  first  Knesset  Assembly,  February  K 1949 


ISRAEL®60 

The  Canadian  Society  for  the  Weizmann  Institute  of  Science 

4700  Bathurst  Street,  2nd  Floor, Toronto,  ON  M2R  IW8  Tel:  416-733-9220  www.weizmann.ac.il 
23-2340  Lucerne  Road.  Montreal,  QC  H3R2J8  Tel:  514-342-0777  susan@weizmann.ca 
606-56  Sparks  Street,  Ottawa,  ON  KIP  5A9  Tel:  613-236-3391  susan@weizmann.ca 

Toll  free  (in  Canada):  1-800-387-3894  • www.weizmann.ca  J 
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Make  Israel  more  Jewish  without  making  it  less  Israeli 


Praying  at  the  Western  Wall.  Author  Michael  Oren  believes  Israelis  are  becoming  more  spiritual. 

(Photo:  Marcia  Cantor) 


By  Michael  Oren 

JERUSALEM  (JTA)  - I will 
never  forget  my  first  day  in  Israel, 
when  a group  of  teenagers  pointed 
at  my  tallit  and  laughed.  It  was  the 
summer  of  1970  and,  at  age  15,  I 
had  realized  my  dream  of  volun- 
teering on  a kibbutz. 

Raised  in  an  American  home  in 
which  Conservative  Judaism  meld- 
ed effortlessly  with  moderate  Zion- 
ism, I never  suspected  that  some 
Israelis  would  see  contradictions 
between  the  two  or  that  someday  I 
might  be  forced  to  choose  between 
them.  Instead,  I believed  that  Israel 
represented  the  fulfilment  of  both 
my  national  and  religious  identi- 
ties. Desperate  for  that  completion, 

1 mowed  lawns  and  shovelled  snow 
to  pay  for  the  privilege  of  working 
in  Israel  for  free. 

But,  no  sooner  had  I arrived  at 
Gan  Shmuel,  a diehard  Marxist 
kibbutz,  than  my  illusions  of 
wholeness  unwound.  Seeing  that 
my  suitcase  contained  a tallit  bag, 
several  young  kibbutzniks  broke 
out  laughing. 

Incredulously  1 asked  them, 
“Aren’t  you  Jewish?”  To  which 
they  replied,  "Ma  pit'om,”  - of 
course  not.  “We  are  Israeli.” 

The  assertion  that  one  could  be 
an  Israeli  Jew  and  yet  deny  ones 
Jewishness  was  utterly  unintelligi- 
ble to  my  American  Jewish  mind. 
Yet  many  of  Israel’s  founders  cher- 
ished the  goal  of  fostering  an 
Israeli  identity  distinct  from 
Judaism.  Socialist  Zionist  thinkers 
such  as  Ber  Borochov  and  Micah 
Joseph  Berdichevski  regarded 
Judaism  as  the  guarantor  of  Jewish 
continuity  during  2,000  years  of 
exile,  one  that  was  easily  discarded 
once  the  Jews  had  regained  their 
ancestral  homeland. 

In  place  of  the  mitzvot  and  ritu- 
als, these  “secular  messianists” 
advocated  a “religion  of  labour” 
that  promised  redemption  through 
working  the  soil. 

“The  Jewish  national  home 
must  be  created  exclusively 
through  our  own  work,”  declared 
David  Ben-Gurion,  “the  product  of 
Hebrew  labour." 

For  some  radical  Zionists  — 
ironically  many  of  them  were  asso- 
ciated with  the  right  - even  the  re- 
establishment of  a Hebrew  nation 
was  merely  a stage  in  the  re-emer- 
gence of  a secular  society  in  which 
Jews  and  Arabs  united  as  “Canaan- 
ites.”  Whether  right  wing  or  left, 
most  of  the  early  Zionist  theorists 


came  from  strict  Orthodox  back- 
grounds. They  knew  the  Bible, 
often  by  heart,  and  were  fully  con- 
versant with  the  tradition  they 
rejected. 

Israelis  watching  Ephraim 
Kishon  s 1956  play  Black  on  White 
understood  that  its  central  joke  - 
the  inability  of  some  Jews  to  pro- 
nounce the  word  “shibboleth”  - 
was  a reference  to  Judges  12:6.  As 
late  as  1967,  Israeli  teens  were 
rocking  to  hit  songs  by  HaChalonot 
HaGvoim  (The  High  Windows), 
Israel’s  hottest  band,  about  the 
coolness  of  the  prophet  Ezekiel 
(“his  eyes  are  like  the  stones  of 


Tarshish”)  and  the  sad  absence  of 
“Abraham  our  father”  and  “Moses 
our  teacher.” 

Yet,  the  further  Israelis  strayed 
from  the  traditions  abandoned  by 
their  grandfathers,  the  closer  they 
moved  to  a national  identity  shorn 
of  religious  content.  The  Hebrew 
nation  of  which  Ben-Gurion  and 
many  Zionist  founders  dreamed  had 
indeed  crystallized,  but  without 
durable  roots  in  the  Jewish  spiritual 
past.  Less  than  two  decades  after  its 
establishment,  the  Jewish  state 
found  itself  in  a crisis  of  identity, 
floundering  between  a Jewishness 
disdained  by  much  of  its  populace 


and  an  Israeliness  that  few  fully 
understood. 

Israelis,  nevertheless,  managed 
to  avoid  confronting  this  dilemma 
until  1967  and  the  outbreak  of  the 
Six-Day  War.  The  sudden  reunifica- 
tion of  the  State  of  Israel  with  the 
Land  of  Israel  transformed  a coun- 
try centred  on  the  post-biblical 
cities  of  Haifa  and  Tel  Aviv  to  one 
focused  on  the  sacred  sites  of 
Hebron  and  Jerusalem  - from  a 
largely  Israeli  state  into  an  increas- 
ingly Jewish  state.  That  dynamic 
process  provided  a fillip  to  the  rela- 
tively small  and  formerly  low-pro- 
file religious  Zionists,  those  who 


abjured  any  contradiction  between 
their  Jewish  and  Israeli  identity  and 
believed  both  were  integrally 
linked. 

Gush  Emunim,  or  the  Bloc  of  the 
Faithful,  which  spearheaded  the  set- 
tler effort,  appropriated  many  of  the 
precepts  of  the  old  secular  pioneers, 
above  all  the  commitment  to  inhab- 
it and  defend  the  land.  But  the  insu- 
larity and  elitism  of  that  movement, 
to  say  nothing  of  its  support  for  a 
morally  nebulous  occupation,  alien- 
ated it  from  a large  segment  of  sec- 
ular Israel. 

Along  with  the  fervently  Ortho- 
dox, who  rejected  the  state  entirely 
and  refused  to  serve  in  its  army,  the 
ultranationalist  settlers  failed  to  fur- 
nish these  Israelis  with  a model  of 
an  open,  broadly  based  Zionist  and 
Jewish  identity  worthy  of  emulation. 

The  rift  in  Israeli  identity  deep- 
ened during  the  Oslo  years,  from 
1993  to  2000,  when  secular  Israel 
resolved  to  forfeit  much  of  the  land 
deemed  holy  by  national  religious 
Israelis.  Desperate  to  prevent  this, 
radical  elements  assassinated  the 
prime  minister.  Yet  the  murder  of 
Yitzhak  Rabin  failed  to  halt  the 
peace  process,  and  it  was  only  sui- 
cide bombings,  not  an  attachment  to 
the  land,  that  persuaded  most 
Israelis  that  the  process  was  futile. 

Even  that  realization  could  not 
bridge  the  rift,  as  demonstrated  in 
the  disengagement  from  Gaza  in 
2005.  For  the  first  time,  the  State  of 
Israel  evicted  Jews  from  an  area 
they  regarded  as  the  Land  of  Israel, 
(Continued  on  page  40 


Diaspora  Jews  need  to  advocate,  visit 
and  do  what  they  can  to  support  Israel 


Bv  Rabbi  Reuven  R Bulka 

In  the  proverbial  blessing  lingo  of  our  people, 
none  is  more  classic  than  the  wish  we  extend  to 
others  that  they  have  a long  life,  with  a specific 
goal,  to  live  a full  life,  until  120  or,  as  it  is  said  in 
Yiddish,  biz  hundrid  un  tzwanzig. 

And,  at  various  stages  in  life,  there  is  a special 
poignancy  to  the  blessing,  such  as  at  the  age  of 
40,  when  one  is  a third  of  the  way  to  the  goal;  at 
80,  when  one  is  two-thirds  of  the  way  there  and 
100,  when  one  is  oh  so  close! 

Today,  many  greet  this  blessing  with  a polite 
thanks  but  no  thanks,  I do  not  think  I want  to  go 
on  that  long. 

As  we  contemplate  Israel  at  60,  halfway  to 
120,  there  is  no  such  hesitation.  In  fact,  we 
cringe  at  the  idea  that  Israel  should  have  only  60 
more  years.  For  Israel,  we  wish  eternal  existence. 


Unfortunately,  we  would  not  be  realistic  if  we 
did  not  ask  whether  Israel  will  be  around  60 
years  from  now.  We  pray,  we  hope,  we  wish,  and 
fervently  so,  that  Israel  will  be  around  forever. 
And  we  are  not  prophets  or  prognosticators,  yet 
we  cannot  avoid  asking  whether  Israel  will  make 
it. 

In  another  part  of  this  special  edition,  you  will 
read  the  moving  testimony  of  Sara  Vered.  a com- 
munity stalwart  with  her  dear  Zev  for  many 
decades.  She  will  be  the  first  to  admit  that  there 
are  many  heroes  in  modern,  re-established  Israel, 
without  whom  this  miraculous  re-emergence 
could  not  have  unfolded.  That  spirit  of  resolve,  of 
dedication,  of  unbending  will  - would  it  not  be 
great  if  we  could  all  have  even  just  a bit  of  that. 

Sara  refers  to  a teacher  who  asserted  that  it 
would  take  25  years  for  its  enemies  to  accept 


Israel.  The  teacher  correctly  apprehended  that  it 
would  take  a long  time.  At  60,  we  would  be 
delighted  if  that  25-year  space  were  accurate.  In 
reality,  after  60  years,  Israel  has  still  not  been 
accepted.  Yes,  there  are  peace  treaties  with  Egypt 
and  Jordan,  but  Israel  does  not  live  in  peace.  It 
never  has. 

In  today’s  equation,  Israel  is  surrounded  by 
intractable  enemies  bent  on  its  destruction,  and  a 
country  whose  entire  raison-d'etre  is  to  destroy 
Israel,  to  the  extent  that  it  is  destroying  its  own 
country’s  ability  to  thrive  in  the  process. 

At  the  same  time,  Israel  has  incredible 
friends,  friends  so  passionately  dedicated  to 
Israel  that  we  sometimes  wander  off  into  skepti- 
cism about  whether  the  friendship  is  real,  gen- 
uine, and  long  lasting.  This  is  what  60  years  of 
(Continued  on  page  40 
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partnership. 


CiBC  Private 
Wealth  Management 

For  what  matters. 


Managing  your  wealth 
now  and  for  the 
future  requires 
dedicated  attention. 


At  CIBC  Private  Wealth  Management,  we 
understand  the  complexities  of  managing  your 
wealth  and  the  personal  attention  you 
deserve.  Our  expert  advisors,  supported  by  a 
team  of  specialists,  are  committed  to  crafting 
integrated  financial  strategies  unique  to  your 
individual  needs. 


Congratulations  to  Israel 
on  her  60th  Anniversary! 


To  learn  more  about 
CIBC  Private  Wealth  Management 
please  contact 
Lana  Lee  Robinson 
222  Queen  Street,  Suite  400 
Ottawa,  ON 
Tel:  (613)  564-8622 


CIBC  Private  Wealth  Management  consists  of  services  provided  by  CIBC  and  its  subsidiaries.  CIBC 
Private  Wealth  Management  services  are  available  in  major  Canadian  cities  to  qualified  individuals. 
"CIBC  For  what  matters."  and  "CIBC  Private  Wealth  Management"  are  TMs  of  CIBC. 


Page  34  Israe!@60  - The  Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  celebrates  Israel's  60th  - May  8,  2008 


Best  view  in  Tel  Aviv  to  hear  the  UN  partition  vote  on  Palestine 


By  Cynthia  Nyman  Engel 
David  Blumenthal  contends  his  family  had 
the  best  balcony  in  all  of  Tel  Aviv. 

“It  really  was,”  he  says.  “We  lived  on 
Allenby  Street  in  the  heart  of  Tel  Aviv.  The 
Carmel  shuk  and  Berlitz  Language  School 
were  just  around  the  corner,  and  we  had  an 
unobstructed  view  of  the  square. 

“Our  balcony  was  the  best  to  watch 
parades  from.  It  was  so  good  that  people 
would  invite  themselves  to  our  apartment 
whenever  there  was  something  big  to  see,”  he 
smiles.  “As  a little  boy  I used  to  be  afraid  the 
balcony  would  fall  from  the  weight  of  all  the 
people  standing  on  it.” 

It  was  from  that  balcony  on  the  night  of 
November  29, 1 947  that  15-year-old  Blumen- 
thal heard  each  country,  one-by-one,  cast  its 
ballot  as  the  United  Nations  voted  for  the  par- 
tition of  Palestine.  The  proceedings  were 
broadcast  live  from  New  York  through  speak- 
ers installed  on  the  second  floor  balcony  of 
the  Berlitz  School. 

“It  was  late  at  night  and  the  square  was 
filled  with  people,”  he  remembers.  “You 
could  hear  a pin  drop  between  votes.  When 
the  vote  was  good,  a great  cheer  went  up.  A 
bad  vote  was  followed  by  a collective  ‘ohhh.’ 
It  was  very  very  tense.  As  soon  as  it  was  over, 
the  dancing  began.  People  danced  horas  in  the 
streets  until  morning.” 

The  next  morning,  Israeli  flags  sponta- 
neously appeared  on  every  single  balcony  on 
Allenby  Street  and  all  over  Tel  Aviv. 


Six  months  later,  on  Friday,  May  14,  1948, 
David  Ben-Gurion  read  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  and  Israel  was  officially  a state. 

“We  thought  the  new  state  would  be  called 
Eretz  Yisroel  - the  Land  of  Israel  - but  Ben- 
Gurion  surprised  everyone  by  calling  it  Med- 
inat  Yisroel — the  State  of  Israel,”  says  Blu- 
menthal. “We  were  very  surprised  because 
written  on  all  our  stamps  and  our  money  was 
Palestine  (aleph  yud  Eretz  Yisroel).” 

A couple  of  days  later,  Blumenthal  was 
standing  with  friends  on  the  third  floor  roof  of 
his  apartment  building. 

“We  could  see  all  the  way  to  Jaffa  from 
that  roof,  and  that  day  we  saw  hundreds  of 
boats  leaving  headed  in  the  direction  of  Gaza, 
which  was  then  part  of  the  Arab  state. 

“If  people  say  we  pushed  the  Arabs  from 
Jaffa,  it  is  a lie,”  he  says.  “The  truth  is  that 
Arab  radio  stations  were  instructing  their  peo- 
ple to  get  out  of  Jaffa,  telling  them  ‘we  will 
attack  the  Jews  and  you  will  get  a piece  of  Tel 
Aviv.’” 

How  does  he  know  this? 

“We  heard  it  on  the  radio,”  he  says. 

“Ben-Gurion  had  asked  the  Arabs  to  stay 
and  live  together  with  us  in  peace,”  he  says. 
“Except  for  a few  Arab  extremists,  before 
1 947,  co-existence  between  the  Jews  and  the 
Arabs  was  good.  Then,  in  1947-1948,  all  of  a 
sudden  that  peace  ended.” 

On  May  15,  the  day  after  the  declaration, 
Blumenthal  was  playing  team  soccer  in  a sta- 
dium in  northern  Tel  Aviv  when  a roar  erupt- 


IDF Captain  David  Blumenthal,  1956. 


ed  from  the  sky.  They  looked  up  in  time  to  see 
an  Egyptian  spitfire  diving  into  the  city  drop- 
ping bombs.  The  Arabs  were  on  the  warpath 
once  again. 

On  October  15, 1950,  three  days  before  his 
1 8th  birthday,  he  was  recruited  into  the  IDF. 

When  Blumenthal  reminisces  about  his 
eight  years  in  the  army,  he  recalls  with  pride 
serving  with  and  enjoying  personal  friend- 
ships with  Arik  Sharon,  Mota  Gur,  Raful 
(Rafael)  Eitan  and  Yitzhak  Rabin,  among  oth- 
ers. Yigal  Yadin  presented  him  with  his  offi- 
cer’s stripes. 

“I  loved  the  army  and  especially  the 
atmosphere  at  that  time,”  he  says.  “It  was  like 
a big  family  and  everybody  knew  why  and  for 
what  we  were  there.  There  was  great  spirit, 
which  really  reached  its  climax  when  I partic- 
ipated in  the  Sinai  Campaign.” 

Post-Sinai,  David  received  a citation  for 


his  services  during  that  campaign. 

“I  will  never  forget  the  personal  rifle  I 
received  when  1 was  recruited,”  he  says.  “It 
was  a German  rifle,  #9188  and,  believe  it  or 
not,  it  had  a swastika  on  it.  Furthermore,  the 
machine  guns  we  used  during  training  and 
operation  were  MG34s.  These  weapons  were 
the  first  the  newly  born  Israeli  army  received. 
They  had  been  captured  from  the  Germans 
and  sold  to  Israel  by  Czechoslovakia. 

“Isn’t  that  something,”  he  marvels.  “Jew- 
ish boys  fighting  with  German  weapons. 
Every  Yom  Ha’Atzmaut,  there  was  a parade 
on  Allenby  Street  in  Tel  Aviv,  which  included 
a showing  of  all  the  weapons  the  IDF  had,  and 
had  captured.” 

Blumenthal  had  attained  the  rank  of  cap- 
tain when  his  father,  a doctor,  persuaded  him 
to  leave  the  army  because,  his  father  said, 
‘there  is  no  future  in  it.’ 

“He  wanted  me  to  go  to  medical  school, 
but  it  wasn’t  for  me,”  says  Blumenthal.  “I 
lasted  ^ year,  but  it  just  didn’t  interest  me.” 

He  left  Israel  shortly  after  the  country’s 
10th  anniversary  and  settled  in  Diisseldorf, 
Germany,  where  he  ran  the  Jewish  Communi- 
ty Centre  and  was  considered  the  idol  of  the 
Jewish  kids.  He  met  Ottawan  Cynthia  Gora 
when  she  came  to  attend  her  nephew’s  Bar 
Mitzvah  - the  celebrant  happened  to  be  a 
member  of  the  JCC  - and  the  rest  is  history. 
They  married  and  settled  in  Ottawa. 

Blumenthal  has  visited  Israel  frequently 
and  made  a point  of  being  there  for  the  50th 
anniversary.  He  plans  to  make  the  trip  again 
this  year  to  mark  Israel’s  60th.  Whenever  he  is 
in  Israel,  he  makes  sure  to  meet  with  his  army 
buddies.  Unfortunately,  over  time,  their  num- 
bers are  diminishing. 

“Every  time  the  plane  approaches  Israel  I 
am  overwhelmed  by  emotion  and  the  tears 
fall,”  he  says.  “It  always  feels  like  I am  com- 
ing home.  It  proves,  yet  again,  that  wherever 
you  spend  your  youth  and  young  adult  years 
is  the  place  you  always  call  home.  Especially 
when  that  place  is  Israel.” 


Best  wishes  on  this 
60th  Yom  Hafatzmaut 

To  My  Friends  in 
Ottawa's  Jewish  Community 


MEMBER  Of  PARLIAMENT 

Getting  Things  Done 
for  Ottawa  West-Nepean 

l-huof  (611(900-7?^) 
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Israelis  not  in  partying 
mood  as  country 
celebrates  60th 


By  Dina  Kraft 

TEL  AVIV  (JTA)  - Israel  is  turning  60, 
but  fev^here  seem  in  the  mood  to  crack  open 
the  champagne. 

Israelis  are  still  gloomy  about  the  coun- 
try’s perceived  failures  in  the  2006  war  with 
Hezbollah  in  Lebanon,  and  every  day  brings 
fresh  reminders  that  no  solution  has  been 
found  for  the  growing  problem  of  cross- 
border  rocket  fire  from  the  Gaza  Strip. 

“I  don’t  see  Israel  as  a failure,  but  what 
makes  this  anniversary  less  of  a celebration  is 
that  we  cannot  proclaim  a happy  ending,”  vet- 
eran Israeli  journalist  Nahum  Barnea,  a 
columnist  for  the  daily  Yediot  Achronot,  told 
JTA.  “We  did  not  reach  a point  that  we  can 
say,  ‘OK,  the  period  of  state  building  is  fin- 
ished and  now  we  can  live  happily  after.’  ” 

The  contradictions  of  life  here  can  be 
painful.  Israel  has  an  outwardly  robust  econ- 
omy that  produces  high-tech  giants,  but  also  a 
record  number  of  people  living  in  poverty. 
There  is  a feeling  of  security  that  has  come 
with  a decline  in  terrorism-related  deaths,  but 
also  a widespread  resignation  that  peace  re- 
mains a distant  dream. 

All  this,  to  say  nothing  of  government  cor- 
ruption, one  of  the  problems  most  troubling 
Israelis. 

“I  don’t  feel  very  festive,”  said  Shaanan 
Street,  the  lead  singer  of  the  popular  Israeli 
hip-hop  band  HaDag  Nachash,  shortly  before 
taking  the  stage  at  a Tel  Aviv  clu,b  in  April. 
“Israelis  are  not  too  happy.  They  are  worried 
instead  about  the  next  war  and  how  they  are 
going  to  finish  the  month.” 

In  a country  where  one  in  three  children 
lives  in  poverty,  there  has  been  grumbling 
about  the  $28  million  the  government  has 
budgeted  to  mark  the  country’s  60th  birthday, 
even  though  some  of  the  money  is  earmarked 
for  educational  and  infrastructure  programs. 

Meanwhile,  many  say,  the  list  of  celebra- 
tory events  is  a bit  of  a snooze. 

Aside  from  the  bigger-ticket  items  - local 
fireworks  shows,  a huge  dance  party  in  Tel 
Aviv’s  Yarkon  Park  and  sound  and  light  shows 
- scheduled  events  include  a concert  titled 
“Military  Orchestras  Playing  Peace”  and  the 
display  of  the  world’s  largest  Israeli  flag, 
measuring  656  feet  high  and  320  feet  wide. 

The  week  after  the  anniversary,  President 
Shimon  Peres  is  also  hosting  a conference 
with  a star-studded  guest  list  on  the  future  of 
the  Jewish  people. 

Israel  at  60  is  a modern-day  Sparta  and 
Athens,  Barnea  said,  walking  a fine  line  in  its 
dual  existence  as  both  a garrison  state  and  a 
thriving  cultural  and  business  locale. 

“It’s  not  easy  to  live  successfully  in  these 
two  worlds  at  the  same  time,”  Barnea  said. 

Gidi  Grinstein,  a former  Israeli  negotiator 
who  runs  an  independent  think  tank  in  Tel 
Aviv,  the  Reut  Institute,  agrees. 

The  national  mood,  he  said,  exists  in  “ten- 


sion between  exuberance  and  concern  because 
Israel  is  a country  that  offers  very  polarized 
performances  on  a number  of  levels.” 

“Let’s  start  with  socio-economic,”  he  said. 
“According  to  certain  indicators,  we  are 
world  leaders  in  research  and  development, 
and  ranked  in  the  top  10  in  the  world  in  terms 
of  business  and  technology.  And,  at  the  same 
time,  other  sectors  are  badly  underperform- 
ing, like  education  and  law  enforcement  and 
the  entire  government  structure,  which  is  in 
crisis.” 

Grinstein,  who  advocates  structural  reform 
of  the  government  to  make  it  less  beholden  to 
sectarian  interests,  asks  which  Israel  will  pre- 
vail in  the  next  60  years,  “the  Israel  of  excel- 
lence or  the  Israel  of  mediocrity?” 

A recent  Haifa  University  poll  of  Israeli 
Jews  found  their  faith  in  state  institutions  at 
an  all-time  low.  'Fewer  than  half  those  sur- 
veyed, 48  per  cent,  said  they  have  faith  in  the 
Supreme  Court J 15  per  cent  said  they  had 
faith  in  the  police  and  just  nine  per  cent  said 
they  had  faith  in  the  government. 

Mitchell  Barak,  who  heads  Keevoon,  an 
Israeli  research  firm  in  Jerusalem,  said  recent 
surveys  conducted  by  his  firm  show  Israelis 
are  more  concerned  with  corruption  than  with 
threats  from  the  Arab  world. 

In  April,  former  Israeli  President  Moshe 
Katsav  turned  down  a plea  bargain  offer  that 
would  have  required  him  to  admit  to  sexual 
misconduct  in  exchange  for  the  dropping  of  a 
possible  indictment  against  him  on  more  seri- 
ous charges,  including  rape.  Katsav  now  may 
face  those  charges  and  go  on  trial. 

“We  are  seeing  a significant  rise  in  people 
who’ve  had  it  with  their  elected  officials,” 
Barak  said. 

Ben-Dror  Yemini,  a columnist  for 
Ma'ariv,  said  Israelis  do  not  know  whether 
the  government  has  viable  plans  to  deal  with 
the  country’s  ongoing  threats,  both  external 
and  internal. 

“They  don't  have  the  slightest  idea  about 
what  is  really  going  on,”  he  said. 

Eti  Doron,  a toy  store  owner  in  Tel  Aviv, 
said  a weariness  has  descended  upon  Israelis. 

“There  is  a feeling  of  being  down.  People 
are  not  sure  what  is  happening  with  the  coun- 
try,” she  said.  “Socialism  has  disappeared,  the 
corruption  is  worrisome  and  our  leaders  are 
power-mongers.” 

A nearby  grocer,  Danny  Horvitz,  sounded 
a different  note  as  he  packed  bags  at  his  small 
store. 

“Overall,  I feel  positive,”  he  said.  “There 
is  corruption  here,  but,  overall,  things  are 
good.  Israel  will  be  here  in  60  years  and  it 
will  be  even  stronger.  There  will  be  a deal  by 
then  with  the  Palestinians.” 

Horvitz  paused  before  adding,  “That  is 
what  1 hope  for,  at  least,  and  that  things  will 
be  good  for  both  us  and  them.  Otherwise,  nei- 
ther one  of  us  will  be  here.” 
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We  are  proud  to  be  a vibrant.  Modern  Orthodox 
Zionist  synagogue,  welcoming  and  respectful  of 
people  of  all  levels  of  observance.  We  offer  a full 
range  of  services  and  programs  for  all  ages  in  an 
atmosphere  of  community  and  friendship.  If  you 
would  like  more  information  about  Ottawa’s  west 
end  shul,  please  contact  us  to  learn  how  you  can 
become  part  of  this  wonderful  community. 

Happy  60th 

Birthday, 

Israel! 

Come  join  us  at  15  Chartwell  Avenue 
in  Craig  Henry  for  these  exciting  programs  in 
celebration  of  Israel’s  60th  birthday: 

May  7th  at  7:00  pm  - Annual  T’fillah  Chagigit 
LichvodYom  Hazikaron  - A community  prayer 
service  in  honour  ofYom  Hazikaron 


May  9th  and  1 0th  Shabbat  Emor  - 4th  Annual 
Yom  Ha’atzmaut  Shabbaton  co-sponsored  by 
the  Embassy  of  Israel  with  Scholar-in-Residence, 
Rabbi  Eric  Levy,  who  will  speak  on  the  topic  of 
Medinat  Israel:  The  First  Flowering  of  our 
Redemption  ...  An  analysis  of  the  different 
paths  and  prophecies  we  have  followed  to 
getting  there 

For  more  information  about  these  and  other  programs  at 
Beth  Shalom  West,  please  contact  Sue  in  the  shul  office  at 
6 1 3-723- 1 800  or  bsw@bethshalomwest.ca  ~ 
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Jill  Stern  remembers  life  as  daughter 
of  Israel’s  first  ambassador  to  Canada 


Ambassador  Michael  Comay  (centre)  with  daughter  Jill 
and  Paul  Martin  Sr.  at  the  first  Israel  trade  exhibition  in 
Toronto,  1954. 


about  us,”  says  Jill.  “For  nine 
months,  we  lived  in  a suite  at 
the  Chateau  Laurier,  which 
sounds  glamorous,  but  was 
no  picnic.  My  father’s  office 
was  in  the  living  room.  It  just 
wasn’t  home. 

“We  had  come  from  aus- 
terity to  plenty  and  I remem- 
ber that  here  we  had  milk- 
shakes for  breakfast,  lunch 
and  dinner,”  she  chuckles. 

They  had  also  brought 
Cushy,  their  vegetarian  Scot- 
tish terrier. 

“Cushy  was  vegetarian 
because  there  was  no  meat  in 
Israel,  so  he  ate  carrots  and 
cauliflower  and  broccoli,” 
she  says. 

In  September  1953, 
Michael  Comay  was  named 
minister  of  Israel  to  Canada 
and  subsequently  was  elevat- 
ed to  the  ambassadorial  level. 

“Canada  was  highly  re- 
garded,” she  says.  “It  was  a 
plum  posting.” 

Canadian  Jewish  Con- 
gress bought  the  official  resi- 
dence in  Ottawa  and  present- 
ed it  to  the  Government  of 
Israel.  Unfortunately,  there 
was  no  money  to  furnish  it. 

“Mom  and  Queenie  Lux- 
enberg  [from  Toronto]  went 
through  all  the  Salvation 
Army  depots  to  choose  furni- 
ture,” says  Jill.  “You  know 
that  four-seater  sofa  in  the 
living  room?  It  was  purple 
when  we  first  moved  in.  And 
Lucy  Bronfman’s  cook  came 
from  Montreal  to  set  up  the 
milchedic  and  fleshedic 
kitchens.” 


On  his  first  Yom  Ha’Atz- 
maut  in  Ottawa,  Ambassador 
Comay  invited  community 
leader  Lawrence  Freiman  to 
raise  the  Israeli  flag. 

“Dad  decided  to  invite  the 
whole  Jewish  community. 
Then,  two  days  before  the 
event,  all  the  fish  in  the  lake 
behind  the  house  washed  up 
on  shore.  It  seems  there  was 
some  sort  of  oxygen  prob- 
lem,” Jill  remembers. 

“The  smell  was  horrible 
and  something  had  to  be 
done,  so  Dad  rolled  up  his 
sleeves,  picked  up  a shovel 
and,  together,  the  ambassador 
and  his  chauffeur  buried 
every  one  of  those  smelly 
dead  fish.” 

When  her  mother  was  off 
in  the  U.S.  speaking  for  State 
of  Israel  Bonds  or  UJA,  Jill 
often  accompanied  her  father 
to  official  functions. 

Michael  Comay  served  as 
ambassador  until  the  spring 
of  1957.  He  spent  the  follow- 
ing two  years  in  Israel,  then 
replaced  Abba  Eban  as 
Israel’s  representative  to  the 
United  Nations,  a position  he 
occupied  for  eight  years. 
During  their  years  in  New 
York,  Joan  Comay  managed 
to  author  13  books,  some  of 
which  are  still  in  print  today. 

Both  Jill  and  Peter 
returned  to  Israel  to  serve  in 
the  army.  Jill  married  and 
moved  back  to  Ottawa.  Peter 
married  and  remained  in 
Israel.  Tragically,  Peter  was 
killed  in  the  1973  October 
War. 


By  Cynthia  Nyman  Engel 

When  she  was  15,  a 
school  chum  informed  Jill 
Stem  - she  was  Jill  Comay 
then  - "Your  father’s  been 
appointed  Israel’s  minister  to 
Canada." 

“My  parents  hadn’t  told 
us  yet,  so  it  came  as  a total 
shock,”  she  says.  “All  I knew 
about  Canada  were  Eskimos 
and  Mounties.” 

Within  the  year,  Michael 
Comay  would  be  named 
Israel’s  first  ambassador  to 
Canada. 

************ 

Jill  grew  up  with  the  likes 
of  David  Ben-Gurion,  Golda 
Meir  and  Moshe  Sharett  in 
her  home,  still  refers  to  the 
distinguished  Israeli  diplo- 
mat Yaacov  Herzog  as  ‘Jack- 
ie,’ and  once  drafted  a thank 
you  Hebrew  message  into 
phonetic  English  for  actor 
Kirk  Douglas  to  deliver  to  a 
rapt  Israeli  audience. 

The  daughter  of  Joan  and 
Michael  Comay  had  a child- 
hood filled  with  frequent 
moves,  parental  absences, 
fascinating  people  and 
events.  Her  memories  of 
Palestine,  the  new  State  of 
Israel  and  the  culture  shock 
she  experienced  on  moving 
to  Ottawa  are  the  stuff  of 
novels. 

Jill  and  her  younger 
brother,  Peter,  were  bom  in 
Cape  Town,  South  Africa. 
Their  father,  Michael,  was  a 
successful  barrister,  their 
mother,  Joan,  an  accom- 
plished architect.  Their 
maternal  grandmother, 
Bertha  Solomon,  a barrister. 


was  one  of  the  first  female 
members  of  parliament. 

At  the  end  of  the  Second 
World  War,  Major  Michael 
Comay  decided  he  wanted  to 
settle  in  Palestine. 

“My  father  was  an  ardent 
Zionist,”  says  Jill.  “He  fought 
with  the  British  army  under 
General  Montgomery,  spent 
his  R-and-R  in  Palestine  and 
decided  that  was  where  he 
belonged.” 

He  asked  his  wife  to  give 
Palestine  a try  and  Joan 
agreed.  She  left  Jill,  nine,  and 
Peter,  seven,  in  South  Africa 
in  the  care  of  an  aunt  and 
uncle  and  returned  home 
three  months  later,  ready  to 
move. 

“Mom  came  back  in  Janu- 
ary, 1 947,  and  packed  up  the 
house,”  says  Jill.  “We  set  sail 
from  Durban  to  Port  Said, 
where  they  offloaded  the  car. 
Mom  drove  us  to  a small 
town  where  we  stayed  the 
night.  The  next  morning  she 
drove  us  clear  across  the 
Sinai  Desert  with  all  the 
British  forces  going  in  the 
opposite  direction.” 

They  arrived  in  Jerusalem 
at  5:12  pm,  just  minutes 
before  curfew. 

Jill,  now  called  Yael,  and 
Peter,  now  Yochanan,  were 
enrolled  in  school  in 
Jerusalem.  Michael  worked 
as  the  South  African  Zionist 
Federation’s  representative  to 
the  Jewish  Agency,  but  soon 
was  co-opted  into  the 
Agency’s  Foreign  Service 
Department  to  work  with 
Moshe  Sharett. 

“There  literally  was  no 
food  in  the  country,”  says  Jill. 


The  Comays  and  dog  Cushy  arrive  in  Ottawa. 


"We  survived  because  South 
African  family  and  American 
friends  sent  food  packages. 
My  brother  and  I would  pick 
up  the  parcels,  strap  them 
onto  our  bikes  and  take  them 
home.  We  also  used  coupons 
for  food  and,  one  day,  I lost  a 
bunch  of  them.” 

On  November  29,  1947, 
the  UN  General  Assembly 
approved  a recommendation 
to  partition  Palestine  into  two 
independent  states,  one  Jew- 
ish, one  Arab.  The  Jews 
rejoiced. 

“Mom  and  Dad  woke  us 
up  and  said  ‘people  are  danc- 
ing in  the  streets  ...  come 
on.’  I went,  but  my  brother 
would  have  no  part  of  it.  He 
stayed  in  bed.” 

The  very  next  day,  the 


Jill  (fourth  from  the  left)  and  friends  with  Kirk  Douglas  in  Israel. 


Arabs  rioted.  Nonetheless, 
six  months  later,  on  May  14. 
1948,  David  Ben-Gurion 
read  out  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  and  the  State 
of  Israel  was  a reality. 

Michael  and  Joan  Comay 
often  travelled  abroad  on 
fundraising  tours  so,  when 
the  family  moved  to  Tel  Aviv, 
they  left  the  siblings  in  a chil- 
dren’s pension  for  several 
months. 

“Mom  was  in  the  U.S. 
when  Tel  Aviv  was  bombed. 
She  moved  heaven  and  earth 
to  get  back  to  us,”  says  Jill. 
“She  got  as  far  as  Czechoslo- 
vakia and  had  to  fly  the  rest 
of  the  way  on  a plane  that  had 
no  seats  because  it  was  filled 
with  arms.” 

At  14,  in  preparation  for 
the  army,  Jill  entered  the 
mandatory  Gadna  program. 
She  loved  the  scouting,  the 
hiking,  the  camaraderie.  And 
then  her  father  was  posted  to 
Ottawa. 

“I  turned  16  in  Paris  on 
the  way  over,”  she  says.  “We 
arrived  in  Canada  in  Septem- 
ber 1953.  I left  behind  a 
chauvinistic  lifestyle  and  had 
come  to  a lifestyle  of  sweet 
16s.  The  adjustment  was  very 
difficult.” 

It  took  the  sister  and 
brother  a full  year  to  inte- 
grate into  Canadian  society. 

“The  community  was  very 
welcoming  and  very  curious 
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On  behalf  of  the 

Ontario  Liberal  Caucus 

best  wishes  to  the  community  on  the 


60th  Anniversary 
of  Israels  Independence 


Hon.  Dalton  McGuinty  Hon.  Madeleine  Meilleur  Phil  McNeely 

Premier  ol  Ontario  Ottawa  - Varner  Ottawa  • Orleans 

613-736-9573  613-744-4484  613-834-8679 


Hon.  Jim  Watson  Yasir  Naqvi 

Ottawa  West  - Nepean  Ottawa  Centre 
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Jewish  and  Arab  teenagers  learn  bike  maintenance  in  the  Judean  Hills-Beit  Shemesh 
region.  (IPS  photo  courtesy  of  Lamitnadev) 


Coexistence  on  Wheels 
brings  Jewish  and  Arab 
youth  together 


By  Gail  Lichtman 

(IPS)  Less  than  10  miles  separates  the 
Israeli  Arab  village  of  Ein  Rafa  in  the 
Judean  Hills  from  the  Jewish  Moshav  Zla- 
fon.  Yet,  despite  their  proximity,  they  might 
just  as  well  be  on  two  different  planets.  Ein 
Rafa’s  children  attend  Arabic-language 
schools,  while  Zlafon’s  children  attend 
Hebrew-language  schools,  never  meeting  or 
interacting  with  one  another.  That  is,  until  a 
very  special  bicycling  project  brought  them 
together. 

Coexistence  on  Wheels  is  a two-year 
project  aimed  at  bringing  together  youth 
from  Israel’s  Arab  and  Jewish  communities 
to  bike  ride.  But  the  project  goes  well 
beyond  sport.  It  also  aims  to  promote  toler- 
ance and  mutual  understanding  and  break 
down  the  stereotypes  on  both  sides  by 
bringing  Arab  and  Jewish  youngsters 
together  and  exposing  them  to  one  another’s 
customs,  religions  and  traditions. 

The  idea  started  with  a trip  to  South 
Africa  by  members  of  Lamitnadev,  an  inde- 
pendent non-profit  organization  in  the 
Judean  Hills-Beit  Shemesh  region  that 
encourages  volunteering  and  social  involve- 
ment. There  they  observed  how  biking  was 
used  to  bring  blacks  and  whites  together. 

“We  were  very  impressed  and  thought 
we  could  do  the  same  for  Arab  and  Jewish 
children  back  home,”  says  Eitan  Hevrony, 
chairman  of  Lamitnadev. 

So  Lamitnadev,  which  means  “For  the 
Volunteer,”  joined  with  the  Samson  Bike 
Riders’  Organization  and  the  Judean  Hills 
Arab-Jewish  Coexistence  Association  to 
create  Coexistence  on  Wheels.  The  project 
is  conducted  in  collaboration  with  the  Abra- 
ham Fund  Initiatives,  a non-profit  organiza- 
tion that  promotes  co-existence  and  equali- 
ty between  Jewish  and  Arab  citizens  of 


Israel  through  advocacy  and  awareness 
campaigns,  as  well  as  co-existence  projects. 

“Coexistence  on  Wheels  utilizes  the 
shared  love  of  the  sport,  the  co-operation 
entailed  in  joint  training  and  riding  and 
Jewish  and  Arab  teens  working  together  as 
an  ‘off-the-beaten-track’  approach  to  inter- 
community co-operation,”  states  Lee  Perl- 
man, director  of  programs  and  initiatives  at 
the  Abraham  Fund  Initiatives. 

Working  with  13-  to  15-year-old  boys 
from  the  Israeli  Arab  villages  of  Ein  Rafa 
and  Ein  Nakuba  in  the  Judean  Hills  and  the 
Jewish  moshavim  of  Zlafon  and  Aviezer 
near  Beit  Shemesh,  Coexistence  on  Wheels 
kicked  off  its  initial  program  with  some  20 
participants  (10  Arab  and  10  Jewish)  in 
June  2007. 

The  group  meets  every  second  Friday  for 
different  activities,  which  include  learning 
to  ride,  biking  techniques,  bike  safety,  bike 
maintenance  and  care,  navigation,  building 
and  maintaining  bike  paths.  Although  the 
Arab  teenagers  speak  Hebrew  quite  well, 
the  Jewish  youngsters  do  not  speak  Arabic. 

“I  came  because  I wanted  to  learn  about 
biking,”  admits  13-year-old  Odi  from  Ein 
Rafa.  “But  I also  wanted  to  meet  Jewish 
kids  and  improve  my  Hebrew.  I have 
learned  how  to  ride  and  I have  also  made 
new  friends.  When  the  Jewish  kids  visited 
Ein  Rafa,  we  hosted  them  and  showed  them 
around.  That  felt  good.” 

Dvir,  14,  from  Zlafon,  says  he  loves  the 
biking  and  the  trips.  “I  learned  a lot  about 
riding  and  taking  care  of  the  bike.  At  first,  it 
seemed  a bit  strange  being  with  Arab  kids 
when  our  soldiers  are  fighting  Arab  terror- 
ists. I learned  that  there  is  a difference 
between  terrorists  and  the  Arabs  who  live 
next  to  us.  The  visit  to  their  village  was  a lot 
(Continud  on  page  39) 
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Coexistence  on  Wheels  participants  take  an  "off-the-beaten-track”  ride  through  the 
Judean  Hills.  (IPS  photo  courtesy  of  Lamitnadev) 


Coexistence  on  Wheels 
teaches  boys  about 
biking  and  each  other 


(Continud  from  page  38) 
of  fun.  They  were  very  polite  and  made  us 
feel  at  home.” 

The  group  is  led  by  an  Arab  and  a Jew- 
ish co-ordinator  who  were  specially  trained 
for  this  project  by  the  Wingate  Institute  and 
the  Samson  Bike  Riders’  Organization. 

Since  the  boys  come  from  families  that 
do  not  have  the  means  to  provide  them  with 
bikes  and  helmets,  Lamitnadev  gives  them 
all  the  equipment  they  need. 

Every  meeting  opens  with  some  kind  of 
a social  game  designed  to  break  the  ice  and 
to  impart  the  values  of  co-existence,  toler- 
ance and  social  awareness.  Then  it  is  gener- 
ally off  for  a ride  - each  time  in  a different 
area,  with  historical  explanations  provided 
by  the  group  leaders.  The  project  also 
includes  two  visits  to  home  communities  - 
one  Arab  and  one  Jewish  - to  get  to  know 
how  each  group  lives. 

“If  not  for  this  project,  our  youngsters 
would  not  be  riding  bikes”  explains  Alla 
Barhum  of  Ein  Rafa,  the  Arab  co-ordinator. 
“This  sport  is  not  well  developed  in  the 
Arab  sector.  Coexistence  on  Wheels  enables 
them  to  learn  about  biking  and,  at  the  same 
time,  build  important  connections  with  their 
Jewish  peers.” 

Israel  Goldstein,  the  Jewish  co-ordinator, 
also  notes  that  the  boys  in  his  group  would 
never  have  been  involved  in  bike  riding  or 
in  co-existence  activity  if  not  for  the  pro- 
ject. 

“They  come  from  the  lower  socio-eco- 
nomic strata  and  their  parents  could  not 
have  afforded  the  equipment  or  the  lessons. 
For  many  of  them,  this  is  the  first  time  they 


have  been  involved  with  Arab  teens.  At  our 
first  meeting,  two  of  the  boys  told  me  they 
were  afraid  to  be  with  Arabs.  Now,  they  are 
at  ease  biking  with  them.” 

“I  can’t  say  that  they  have  entirely  inte- 
grated,” notes  Dror  Halevi,  director  general 
of  Lamitnadev.  “They  are  still  more  or  less 
two  separate  groups.  They  work  and  ride 
separately  and  are  still  a bit  suspicious  of 
one  another.  But  the  biking  is  the  trigger  for 
getting  them  here.  Without  this  project,  they 
would  probably  still  be  living  next  to  one 
another  and  never  meet.  Through  sport,  we 
can  work  towards  building  co-existence  and 
instilling  social  values.” 

The  teens  learned  about  bike  mechanics 
and,  at  the  end  of  the  program,  they  received 
a certificate  enabling  them  to  teach  the 
skills  and  techniques  of  mountain  biking,  as 
well  as  bicycle  maintenance,  to  others. 

“Since  one  of  the  goals  of  Lamitnadev  is 
to  promote  volunteering,”  Hevrony  states, 
“we  are  hoping  that  some  of  the  boys  will 
return  to  their  communities  to  lead  the  pro- 
ject for  a new  set  of  teenagers.  We  would 
like  to  start  a group  for  kids  in  Grades  4 and 
5 and  have  this  group’s  graduates  serve  as 
the  leaders.  My  dream  is  to  see  Arab  and 
Jewish  kids  from  Coexistence  on  Wheels 
continue  riding  and  go  on  to  compete  in 
national  competition.” 

“Bicycling  as  a focus  of  common  inter- 
est and  a tool  for  mutual  understanding  and 
dialogue  is  clearly  an  innovative  approach 
to  co-existence  education  in  Israel,”  con- 
cludes Perlman.  “The  activity  shows  great 
potential  for  serving  as  a nationwide  model 
in  bicycling  and  other  branches  of  sport." 
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Oren:  Judaism  a source  for 


Israeli  creativity 


(Continued  from  page  32) 
creating  a chasm  that  has  never 
completely  been  bridged.  Some  of 
the  evacuees  even  repudiated  the 
covenant  between  Judaism  and  the 
Jewish  state,  reviling  Israel  as  the 
impediment  to  redemption  rather 
than  its  catalyst. 

Reconciling  Israel’s  twin  identi- 
ties as  a secular  and  Jewish  state 
would  be  sufficiently  difficult  if 
that  state  were  religiously  homoge- 
nous, which  it  emphatically  is  not. 
Roughly  one-fifth  of  the  country's 
population  - one-fourth  under  the 
age  of  19  - is  Arab,  most  of  them 
Muslims,  many  of  whom  want  to 
transform  Israel  into  a binational 
"state  of  all  of  its  citizens”  or 
replace  it  with  an  Islamic  caliphate. 
There  are  also  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  Druze,  Circassians  and 
Russian  Orthodox  Christians  who, 
though  generally  patriotic  and  will- 
ing to  serve  in  the  army,  have  no 
desire  to  convert. 

Tellingly,  the  Israel  Defense 
Forces  today  provides  a Hebrew 
translation  of  the  New  Testament 
for  the  swearing-in  of  Christian 
recruits.  The  Jews  who  fight  along- 
side these  soldiers  are  apt  to  feel 
closer  to  them  than  to  anybody  in 
the  Diaspora  because  they  are  all. 


manifestly,  Israeli. 

There  is,  indeed,  today,  an 
Israeli  nation  - a fact  that  is  widely 
overlooked  by  both  Israel’s  sup- 
porters and  detractors  abroad.  But 
that  nation,  in  spite  of  a robust 
communality  of  language,  experi- 
ence and  culture,  remains  in  large 
part  spiritually  deracinated.  At  a 
recent  performance  of  Black  on 
White  at  my  son’s  public  high 
school  in  Jerusalem,  not  a single 
student  understood  the  play’s  bibli- 
cal allusions. 

A more  disturbing  display  of 
ignorance  occurred  at  a Shabbat 
dinner  my  wife  and  I attended  in  Tel 
Aviv,  where  candle  lighting  and 
prayers  were  followed  by  a sumptu- 
ous main  course  - of  pork  chops. 
Our  sabra  host  could  not  even  fath- 
om why  we  were  not  eating. 

Religious  anomie  and  polariza- 
tion are  rife  in  Israel,  yet  the  state  is 
poised  for  historic  change.  In  secu- 
lar betei  midrash  and  in  programs 
for  instilling  Jewish  values  in  Israeli 
officers,  nonreligious  Israelis  are 
reclaiming  Judaism  from  the  fer- 
vently Orthodox  and  ultranational- 
istic  monopoly  and  rediscovering 
their  Jewish  roots.  The  post-army 
encounter  of  many  young  Israelis 
with  the  spirituality  of  India  and  the 


Far  East  has  spurred  them  to 
explore  their  own  heritage  at  home. 
One  only  has  to  listen  to  the  innov- 
ative music  of  Shotei  Hanevua  (The 
Fools  of  Prophecy)  inspired  by  the 
Zohar  or  the  biblically  influenced 
lyrics  of  the  incomparable  Banai 
singers  (Ehud,  Meir  and  Eviatar)  to 
know  that  Judaism  again  is  a source 
for  Israeli  creativity. 

Much  is  still  to  be  done,  howev- 
er. Serious  efforts  must  be  mounted 
to  loosen  the  Chief  Rabbinate's 
stranglehold  over  personal  affairs  - 
marriage,  divorce  and  burial  - to  rid 
the  kashrut  system  of  corruption 
and  reform  the  conversion  process. 

‘Unbelievable 

(Continued  from  page  32) 
vilification  coming  from  so  many 
countries  and  groups  can  engender. 

Sixty  is  grown  up  time.  Israel 
has  survived  the  many  attempts  to 
wipe  it  off  the  map.  And  it  has 
made  immense  contributions  to  the 
world  in  technology  and  medicine, 
to  name  just  a few  spheres.  This 
combination  of  unbelievable 
achievement  in  the  face  of  continu- 
al danger  is  unprecedented  in 
recorded  history. 

Only  God  knows  what  will  hap- 


Major  resources  must  be  invest- 
ed in  facilitating  dialogue  between 
Israeli  Jews  from  various  religious 
backgrounds  as  well  as  between 
Israeli  and  Diaspora  youth.  The 
Taglit-Birthright  Israel  program, 
which  has  strengthened  Jewish 
identity  worldwide  by  bringing 
nearly  160,000  young  Jews  to 
Israel,  should  be  expanded  to  enable 
Israelis  to  experience  different 
forms  of  Jewish  spirituality  in 
America  and  elsewhere.  National 
priority  must  be  given  to  convincing 
all  of  Israel’s  citizens  that  the  state 
can  be  made  more  Jewish  without 
rendering  it  less  Israeli. 

achievements’ 

pen,  whether  60  years  from  now  our 
grandchildren  will  be  able  to  cele- 
brate Israel’s  120th,  and  then  move 
forward.  But  one  thing  is  clear.  If 
we  do  not  each  do  our  bit,  in  advo- 
cacy, in  visits,  in  every  means  of 
support  to  assure  Israel’s  future, 
then  Israel  will  be  in  dire  straights. 
We  owe  it  to  our  past  and  our  future 
never  to  let  that  happen. 

Rabbi  Reuven  P.  Bulka  is  the  co- 
president of  the  Canadian  Jewish 
Congress  and  spiritual  leader  of 
Machzikei  Hadas  Congregation. 


In  its  60  years  of  existence, 
Israel  has  succeeded  in  surmount- 
ing immeasurable  obstacles  and 
galvanizing  a nation.  But  it  still 
faces  the  most  formidable  chal- 
lenge: welding  its  identities  as  an 
Israeli  and  a Jewish  state.  The  goal 
is  to  create  an  Israel  where  young 
kibbutzniks  watching  a newly 
arrived  American  Jew  unpack  his 
tallit  will  not  laugh,  but  rather 
remark,  “sababa”  - cool.  “Want  to 
see  ours?” 

Michael  Oren  is  the  author  of 
Power,  Faith,  and  Fantasy:  America 
in  the  Middle  East,  1776  to  the 
Present. 


Rabbi  Reuven  P.  Bulka 


Mazel  Tov  to  Israel 
on  its  60th  birthday 

May  you  go 

from  strength  to  strength! 
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Sundays:  1 1 am  - 5 pm 
Wednesdays:  6:30  pm  - 9:30  pm 
Any  other  time  by  appointment. 
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Ages  2-13  (Halfday  program  available  for  2-4  years  old) 
9:00  am  - 3:30  pm  (Tarty  and  late  drop  off  available) 

Early  bird  special  closes  March  31, 2008 
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Sponsored  by  the  Jewish  Youth  Library 


Voluntceis  • Children  • Parent', 


Something  for  everyone. 


Jewish  Youth  Library  of  Ottawa 

If  you  love  Jewish  books,  join  us. 
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AlefBet  Tzedakah  And-More!  together  to  form  a seamless  cird- 


• Valuable  volunteer  experience  for  teens  • 

• Friendship  for  a child  with  special  needs  • 


For  children  ages  2m  -5 


1 92  Swttzer  Ave.  • Ottawa,  Ontario  K1Z7H9 
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In  teaching  Israel,  day  schools  grapple 


with  conveying  nuances 


Grade  8 students  from  The  Ramaz  School  in  Manhattan  work  on  the  science  project 
they  took  to  an  international  competition  at  the  Weizmann  Institute  in  Rehovot,  Israel 

(Photo  courtesy  of  the  Ramaz  School) 


By  Sue  Fishkoff 

EL  CERRITO,  Calif. 
(JTA)  - At  the  Tehiyah  Day 
School  in  this  city  in  the  San 
Francisco  Bay  area,  Israel  is 
taught  in  practically  every 
subject. 

In  a Grade  3 science  class 
about  birds,  the  teacher 
might  bring  up  the  birds  of 
Israel.  When  the  Grade  8 
class  screens  the  PBS  docu- 
mentary “The  Jewish  Ameri- 
cans,” it  could  be  followed  by 
a screening  of  “A  Woman 
Named  Golda,”  after  which 
the  students  would  compare 
immigration  in  the  United 
States  versus  Israel. 

“They  never  know  where 
they’ll  hear  about  Israel  - in 
math,  in  art,  anywhere,”  said 
Judaic  studies  teacher  Lisa 
Wurtele. 

This  280-student  commu- 
nity day  school  is  one  of 
many  Jewish  day  schools  try- 
ing to  integrate  Israel  into 
various  aspects  of  its  curricu- 
lum. Experts  say  the  practice 
has  gained  currency  in  recent 
years,  at  pace  with  increased 
concerns  about  a growing 
disconnect  between  Diaspora 


Jews  and  Israel. 

But  Israel  is  not  always  a 
subject  easily  taught,  particu- 
larly when  it  comes  to  the 
Israeli-Palestinian  conflict 
or  Israel's  religious-secular 
divide. 

Jewish  schools  like 
Tehiyah,  which  prides  itself 
on  teaching  tolerance  and 
features  a hallway  mural  stu- 
dents painted  two  years  ago 
showing  smiling  Arabs  and 
Jews  holding  hands  atop  the 
Western  Wall,  are  grappling 
increasingly  with  the  ques- 
tion of  how  exactly  to  teach 
Israel. 

“Schools  are  asking,  what 
is  the  goal  of  Israel  educa- 
tion?” said  Rabbi  Joshua 
Elkin,  the  executive  director 
of  PEJE:  Partnership  for 
Excellence  in  Jewish  Educa- 
tion, an  advocacy  and 
support  organization  for 
North  America’s  Jewish  day 
schools. 

“To  paint  it  as  ‘Israel  can 
do  no  wrong,’  the  unblem- 
ished Israel?  Or  should  we 
engage  people  with  the  real 
Israel,  Israel  with  all  its 
warts,  an  incredibly  exciting 


place  that  struggles  with  all 
these  problems?” 

PEJE's  national  confer- 
ence, held  recently  in  Boston, 
hosted  a session  on  the  topic. 

“We  hear  from  schools  in 
left-leaning  communities 
where  parents  don’t  want 
them  to  do  pro-Israel  educa- 
tion, and  others  with  right- 
wing  parents  saying  don’t 
teach  pro-Palestinian,”  said 
Marion  Gribetz,  the  facilita- 
tor of  PEJE’s  Community  of 
Practice,  a networking  group 
of  1 30  day-school  educators. 

Teachers  and  parents 
today  can’t  take  for  granted 
that  their  children  will  auto- 
matically feel  connected  to 
Israel,  even  after  12  years  of 
Jewish  day  school. 

“The  Israel  portrayed  in 
the  news  raises  a lot  of  ques- 
tions for  this  generation,” 
said  Reuven  Greenwald, 
North  American  director  of 
the  four-year-old  Makom  ini- 
tiative, a Jewish  Agency- 
sponsored  program  that 
advises  Jewish  communities 
on  strengthening  their  Israel 
education.  “If  we  talk  on  a 
superficial  or  mythic  level, 


we  won’t  reach  them.  They 
may  say,  ‘I  have  a strong 
Jewish  identity  here  in  my 
community,  why  do  I need 
Israel?’” 

Some  educators  say  Jew- 
ish schools  should  focus  on 
Israel  advocacy  and  that 
introducing  too  much  contro- 
versy will  muddy  the  waters. 
Others  say  instructors  should 
adopt  the  same  critical-think- 


ing approach  to  Israel  that 
they  use  for  other  academic 
subjects. 

“There’s  a temptation  to 
teach  only  the  heroic  story, 
and  there  is  a heroic  story  to 
be  told  - that  Israel  is  a mod- 
ern miracle  brought  about  by 
the  valiant  efforts  of  the  Jew- 
ish people,”  said  Kflarc 
Kramer,  executive  director  of 

RavSak:  The  Jewish  Com- 
ch 


munity  Day  School  Network. 

“That’s  true,  but  it’s  a 
piece  of  the  story.  The  story 
is  far  more  complicated  than 
halutzim  putting  on  their 
kova  tembel  and  picking 
oranges,”  he  said,  using  the 
Hebrew  words  for  pioneers 
and  triangular  hats. 

Part  of  it  has  to  do  with 
grade  level. 

(Continued  on  page  43) 
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Despite  recruitment  grants,  Israeli 


medicine  remains  stronger  than  ever 


Dr.  Jonathan  Halevy 

JERUSALEM  (JTA)  - The 
recent  announcement  of  a new  ini- 
tiative to  distribute  $60,000  grants 
to  doctors  from  English-speaking 
countries  who  make  aliyah  raises  an 
obvious  question:  If  such  incentives 
are  required  to  bring  top  medical 
caregivers  to  the  Jewish  state,  just 
how  bad  is  Israel’s  health-care 
industry? 

In  fact,  this  program  for  doctors 
from  the  United  States  and  Britain  - 
sponsored  by  Nefesh  B’Nefesh  and 
the  Legacy  Heritage  Fund  in  collab- 
oration with  the  Israeli  health  and 
absorption  ministries  - highlights 
the  state  of  medicine  in  Israel, 
which  . is  at  its  strongest  point  ever 
and  has  earned  the  well-deserved 
prestige  of  being  a global  leader. 

This  is  not  an  accomplishment 
that  has  come  quickly  or  easily. 

When  I began  in  my  post  at  the 
Shaare  Zedek  Medical  Center  nearly 
two  decades  ago,  the  norm  for  seri- 
ously ill  Israeli  patients  with  means 
was  to  ask  where  outside  Israel  they 
should  go  for-the  best  care.  Lacking 
confidence  in  the  Israeli  health-care 
system,  patients  routinely  sought  out 
doctors  in  New  York,  Miami,  Los 
Angeles  and  elsewhere. 

Today,  the  opposite  is  true.  Now, 
in  Israel,  we  regularly  get  cases  of 
supreme  complexity  in  our  operat- 
ing rooms  and  medical  depart- 
ments, even  from  patients  living 
outside  Israel. 

What  has  so  dramatically  and 
positively  transformed  Israel’s  repu- 


Dr.  Jonathan  Halevy,  director  general  of  Shaare  Zedek  Medical  Center  in  Jerusalem,  checks  on  a 


patient. 

tation  as  a medical  provider? 

The  answer  lies  within  the  same 
commitment  to  excellence  that  has 
inspired  Israeli  successes  and  glob- 
al leadership  in  many  fields.  Slowly 
but  surely,  we  have  improved  the 
infrastructure  of  our  hospitals  and 
the  standards  of  quality  that  are  key 
to  providing  cutting-edge  medicine 
in  the  21st  century. 

Much  of  the  credit  goes  to  mas- 
sive injections  of  support  - moral 
and  financial  - from  friends  of 
Israel  overseas,  who  appreciate 
that  a Jewish  state  is  a most  appro- 
priate place  to  act  as  a beacon  for 


medical  excellence. 

Most  importantly,  we  have  relied 
on  that  same  Zionist  ethos  of  dedi- 
cated labour  and  belief  in  a dream 
that  has  enabled  us  to  add  top-level 
medicine  to  the  feats  of  this  remark- 
able little  nation  of  ours. 

This  transformation  can  be  seen 
both  in  the  physical  infrastructure 
of  Israeli  hospitals  and  the  rising 
quality  of  our  primary  resource:  our 
doctors  and  nurses. 

Our  major  medical  centres  have 
acquired  the  type  of  equipment 
found  in  leading  Western  hospitals. 
All  the  diagnostic  machinery  and 


(SOURCE:  Shaare  Zedek  Medical  Center) 

therapeutic  modalities  that  charac- 
terize major  clinical  and  research 
institutions  in  advanced  nations 
now  have  become  the  standard  in 
Israeli  medicine. 

Thus,  in  almost  every  area, 
Israel’s  leading  hospitals  offer  the 
types  of  advanced  technology  that, 
in  previous  decades,  might  have 
been  available  only  abroad. 

Institutionally,  within  our  hospi- 
tals and  health  systems,  and  from 
directives  issued  by  our  Ministry  of 
Health,  we  have  strengthened  our 
commitment  to  quality  control  and 
performance. 


Students  learn  of  Israeli  realities 


(Continued  from  page  42) 
Cookie  Rosenbaum,  the  Judaic 
studies  principal  at  the  elementary 
school  of  the  Striar  Hebrew  Acade- 
my, an  Orthodox  day  school  in 
Sharon,  Mass.,  says  that,  because 
her  school  only  goes  to  Grade  6, 
“we  don’t  go  there”  when  it  comes 
to  discussing  the  current  political 
situation  in  Israel. 

Not  teaching  Israel’s  nuances 
carries  a price  as  well,  some  educa- 
tors point  out.  They  say  it’s  unfair 
to  expect  older  teenagers  who  were 
taught  only  the  mythic,  heroic  ver- 
sion of  Israel  to  be  able  to  deal 
effectively  with  anti-Israel  hostility 
on  college  campuses. 

Partly  to  help  schools  meet  this 
need,  the  Charles  and  Lynn  Schus- 
terman  Family  Foundation  and  the 
Jim  Joseph  Foundation  joined 
forces  recently  to  launch  an  Israel 


Education  Resource  Center  that 
will  provide  materials  and  training 
for  use  in  schools,  camps  and  youth 
groups. 

“We  realized  that  most  students 
were  coming  to  university  with 
very  limited  understanding  of  mod- 
em Israel,”  said  Lisa  Eisen,  the 
Schusterman  foundation’s  national 
director. 

At  Gann  Academy,  a pluralistic 
community  day  school  in  Waltham, 
Mass.,  Susie  Tanchel,  the  associate 
head  of  school  for  Jewish  educa- 
tion, says  the  school  “doesn’t  run 
away  from  nuance  or  complexity” 
in  teaching  Israel.  It’s  part  of  Jew- 
ish critical  thinking,  she  says. 

In  Grade  12,  students  go 
through  a transition  program  called 
Maavar  where  they  are  introduced 
to  the  hot-button,  Israel-related 
issues  stirring  controversy  on  col- 


lege campuses,  “so  they  will  leam 
how  to  navigate  those  conversa- 
tions and  won’t  be  taken  aback 
when  they  confront  them,”  Tanchel 
said. 

“Hopefully,”  she  said,  by  learn- 
ing about  the  land  and  people  of 
Israel,  including  its  most  perplex- 
ing problems,  “they  will  develop  a 
desire  to  advocate  for  Israel.” 

Day  schools  increasingly  are 
sponsoring  trips  to  Israel  to  cement 
what  students  are  taught  with  face- 
to-face  contact.  The  trips  have  been 
on  the  rise  for  about  a decade, 
according  to  Gribetz,  as  day 
schools  assume  more  responsibility 
for  instilling  a love  of  Israel  that 
children  used  to  get  at  home,  camp 
or  a youth  group. 

“Today,  for  many  of  these  fami- 
lies, day  school  may  be  the  only 
Jewish  or  Israel  connection  they 


have,”  Gribetz  said. 

The  Solomon  Schechter  Day 
School  of  Essex  and  Union  in  West 
Orange,  N.J.,  long  has  been  sending 
its  Grade  1 2 students  to  Israel  for  a 
semester.  Two  years  ago,  the  school 
expanded  the  program  to  a full  four 
years,  beginning  with  a Grade  9 
trip  to  its  sister  school  in  Merhav- 
im,  in  southern  Israel. 

By  the  end  of  high  school,  says 
the  chair  of  the  school’s  Hebrew 
department,  Lilach  Bluevise, 
American  students  and  their  Israeli 
peers  forge  close  bonds. 

“I  can’t  just  bring  an  advocacy 
program  to  my  high  school  kids; 
they’ll  say  it’s  just  propaganda,” 
Bluevise  said.  “Once  you  have 
friends  in  Israel,  no  matter  where 
the  fence  goes  or  who  the  prime 
minister  is,  you  love  Israel  because 
you  have  a friend  there.” 


On  the  human  resource  level, 
Israel  has  cultivated  home-grown 
talent  with  medical  schools  that 
rival  the  best  in  the  West.  In  addi- 
tion, most  Israeli  doctors  participate 
in  fellowships  and  post-doctoral 
studies  beyond  our  borders,  typical- 
ly at  leading  universities  in  the 
United  States. 

Responding  to  an  expected 
shortage  of  medical  personnel 
worldwide,  Israel  is  taking  steps  to 
limit  its  impact  at  home. 

Of  course,  we  also  have  been 
aided  by  an  influx  of  talent  from  the 
Diaspora.  Despite  popular  percep- 
tion, within  the  masses  of  immi- 
grants from  the  former  Soviet 
Union  have  come  many  skilled  clin- 
icians, medical  researchers  and 
accomplished  biotechnologists  who 
have  contributed  enormously  to- 
ward raising  the  bar  throughout  the 
Israeli  health-care  and  bioresearch 
communities. 

Immigrants  of  many  other  coun- 
tries have  joined  our  work  force, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  the  interna- 
tional flavour  of  our  hospitals  and 
doctors’  offices  has  been  a positive 
development. 

As  a result  of  these  and  many 
other  advances,  Jerusalem  and  other 
Israeli  cities  now  draw  the  most 
highly  esteemed  figures  in  health 
care  worldwide  to  medical  confer- 
ences in  Israel.  Procedures  and 
strategies  researched  and  designed 
within  our  hospitals’  halls  are 
taught  at  symposia  around  the 
world. 

Painfully,  some  of  the  lessons  we 
have  to  teach  the  world  are  the  out- 
growths of  our  nation’s  wars  and 
conflicts,  as  our  experiences  have 
made  us  experts  in  dealing  with 
mass  casualty  incidents  and  rehabil- 
itating victims  of  terrorism.  Yet,  in 
today’s  tense  global  climate,  these 
experiences  are  vital  for  the  provi- 
sion of  health  care,  and  we  are 
proud  to  be  able  to  educate  others  in 
being  prepared  for  such  eventuali- 
ties even  as  we  pray  they  never 
come  to  pass. 

So,  while  we  look  forward  to 
welcoming  new  doctors  and  nurses 
to  Israel  - as  we  welcome  all  immi- 
grants from  around  the  globe  - the 
world  should  be  confident  that  at 
our  60th  anniversary,  Israeli  medi- 
cine is  just  one  more  manifestation 
of  our  nation’s  proud  legacy  of 
excellence  and  ingenuity. 

Professor  Jonathan  Halevy  is  the 
director  general  of  Shaare  Zedek 
Medical  Center  in  Jerusalem. 
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A gripping  work  or  music-theatre  by 
acclaimed  composer  Marc  Neibru  . 
Canadian  star  of  stage  and  screen 
Saul  Sabi  nek  depicts  a holocaust 
survivor's  inner  struggles  as  musician 
and  victim,  with  Pincbas  Zukerwcm 
performing  the  violin  solo  composed 
for  him  by  Neikrug. 


A Music-Theatre  Event 


Barney  Danson  Theatre  at 
the  Canadian  War  Museum 

A unique  collaboration  between  the  NAC  and  the 
Canadian  War  Museum  in  conjunction  with  "Deadly  Medicine 
Creating  the  Master  Race",  an  exhibition  organized  and 
circulated  by  the  United  States  Holocaust  Memorial  Museum. 

Check  www.nac-cna.ca  in  May 

for  details  on  tickets. 


CANADIAN  WAR  MUSEUM 

mus£e  canadien  de  la  guerre 


